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A.U.700. ‘Whatever advantages may be hoped from the 

ey moft exalted patriotifm united with the greateft 
abilities ; the public, believe me, expects from 
you. And fhould you come prepared (as I am 
fure you ought, and I truft you will) to aé&t up 
to thefe its glorious expectations ; th<.1, in¢_ed, 
you will exhibit to your friewss and to the 
commonwealth in general, a fy eacle of the no- 
bleft and moft affeéting kina’. In the mean 
while be affured, no”man has a greater fhare 
of my affection and efteem than yourfelf. 
Farewel. 

7 Curio was not of a difpofition to liften to this pru- 
dent counfel of his fmend but in oppofition to ail the 
grave advice of Cicero, he perfevered in his refoiution, 
and executed it with great magnificence. The confe- 
quence was, juft what Cicero forefaw and dicaded. he 
contracted debts which he was incapable of difcharging, 
and then fold himfelf to Czfar in order to fatisfy the 


clamours of his creditors. See rem. 1. on the firft letter of 
this book, 


LE T- 
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LETTER XI. 
To TREBATIUVUS. 


WO or xhree of your letters which lately A.U.¥00. 
came to ny hands at the fame time, tho’ ““"~"—™~ 
of different dates, have afforded me great plea- 
fure : as they were proofs that you have recon- 
ciled yourfelf, with much fpirit and refolution, 
to the inconveniencies of a military life. I 
had fome little fufpicion, I confefs, of the 
contrary : not that I queftioned your courage, 
but as imputing yotr uneafinefs to the a 
of our feparation. Jet me intreat you then to 
perfevere in your prefent temper of mind: and 
believe me, you will derive many and confider- 
able advantages from the fervice in which you 
are engaged. Jn the mean while, I fhall not 
fail to renew my folicitations to Czfar in your 
favour, upon all proper occafions; and have 
herewith fent you a Greek letter to deliver to 
him for that purpofe : for, in truth, you cannot 
be more anxious than I am that this expedition 
may prove to your bepefit. In return, I de- 
fire you would fend me a full relation of the 
Gallic war: for you ruft know, I always de- 
pend 
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A.U.700. pend moft upon the accounts of thofe who are 
leaft engaged in the a€tion. 

AsI do not imagine you are Wtogether fo 
confidérablé a perfon as to retain a fecretary in 
your fervice, I could not but wonder you fhould : 
trouble yourfelf with the precaution <f fencing 
me feveral copies of the fame letter. Your par- 
fimony, however, deferves to be applauded ; as 
one of them, I obferved, wal written upon 2 
tablet that had been ufed before. I cannot 
conceive what unhappy compofition could be fo 
very miferable as to deferve to give place upon 
this occafion: unlefs it were one of your own 
conveyances. I flatter myfelf, at leaft, it was 
not any {prightly epiftle of mine that you thus 
difgraced, in order to fcribble over it a dull one 
of your own. Or was it your intention to inti- 
mate affairs go fo ill with you, that you could 
not afferd any better materials ? If that fhould 
be your cafe, you muft even thank yourfelf for 
not leaving your modefty behind you. 

I fhall recommend you in very ftrong terms 
to Balbus, when“he returns into Gaul. But- 
you muft not be furprifed if you fhould not 
hear from me again fo foon as ufual: as I fhall 
be abfent from Rome guring all this month. I 
write this from Pomptinus, at the villa of Me~ 
trilius Philemon, where I am placed within 

hearing 


Book III. or CICERO. 24t 


hearing of thofe croaking clients whom you re- A.U.700, 
commended to my protection: for a prodigious “~—~ 
number, it feems, of your * Ulubrean frogs are 
affembled, in order to compliment my arrival 

«mong them. Farewel. 


April the Cth 


P.S. I have deftroyed the letter I received 
from you by the hands of Lucius Aruntius, 
tho’ it was much too innocent to deferve fo 
fevere a treatment: For, it contained nothing 
that might not have been proclaimed before a 
general affembly of the people. However it 
was your exprefs defire I fhould deftroy it: and 
I have complied accordingly. I will only add, 
that I wonder much at not having heard from 
you fince; efpecially as fo many extraordinary 
events have lately happened in your province. 


* Cicero ludicroufly gives the inhabitants of Ulebre this 
appellation, in allufion to the low and marfhy fituation of 
sheir town, See rem. 9. p. 230. of this vol, 
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LETTER XII. 


To Carus Curto. 


UMBERLESS are the fubjects, which 

may enter into a correfpondence of the 
epiftolary kind: but the moft ufual, and which 
indeed gave the firft rife to this amicable com- 
merce, is, to inform an abfent fiiend cf thofe 
private affaiis, which ic may be neceffary either 
for his intcreft or our own, that he fhould Isnow. 
You muft not, however, expect any thing of the 
latter fort from me: as your family correfpon- 
dents, I am fenfible, communicate to you what 
relates to your own concerns, and nothing new 
has happened in mine, There are two other 
fpecies of letters, with which I am particularly 
pleafed: thofe, I mean, that are written in the 
freedom and pleafantry of common converfa- 
tion; and thofe which turn upon grave and 
Moral topics. But in which of thefe it would 
be leaft improper for me to addrefs you at this 
juncture, is a queftion not eafily determined. 
Ill, indeed, would it become me to entertain 
you with letters of humour, at a feafon when 
every man of common fenfibility has bidden 
5 adieu 
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adieu to mirth?, And what can Cicero write A.U.700. 
that fhall deferve the ferious thoughts of Curio, —w—~ 
unlefs it be on public affairs? My fitnation, 
however, is fuch, that I dare not truft my real 
fentiments of thofe points in a letter*: and none 
other will I ever fend you*. Thus precluded as 
I am from every other topic, I muft content 
myfelf with repeating what I have often urged: 
and earneftly exhort you to the purfuit of true 
and folid glory. Believe me, it will require 
the utmoft efforts of your care and refolution, 
to act up to thofe high and uncommon expec- 
tations which the world has conceived of your 
merit. There is indeed but one poffible me- 
thod that can enable you to furmount this ar- 


9 Affairs at Rome wee at this time in the utmoft con- 
fufion, occafioned (a: has already been ohferved in the 
notes above) by the fudtious interruption that was piven to 
the ufual election of the magiftrates. See note 6. p. 221. 
of this vol. ‘This ftate of tumult, or indeed, to fpeak more 
properly, of almoft abfolute anarchy, was however fome- 
what compofed towards the latter end of the prefent year, 
by the ele€tion of Dominus Calvinus and Valerius Meffala 
to the confular office. Dzo, xl p. 141. 

* The dilturbances mentioned in the preceding note, 
were artfully fomented by Cafar and Pompey, im order to 
turn them to the advartage of their ambitious purpofes, 
But this was too delicate a circumftance for Cicero to ex- 
plain himfelf upon; efpecially as he was now cultivating a 
fnendfhip with both. 

2 The text m the original is evidently defeftive: argue 
an hoc gencre bac mea carfa eff, ut neque ca que non fentra 
veltm feribere. The fenie is fupphed in the tranflation, 
in a Way that feemed to coincide beft with this mutuated 
fentence. 


Ra duous 
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AU. 700. duous tafk. The method I meaa, is by dili- 

t—~—_ gently cultivating thofe qualities which are the 
foundation of a juft applaufe: of that applaufe, 
my friend, which, I know, is the conftant object 
of your warmeft ambition. I might add much 
more to this purpofe: but I am ienfible you 
ftand not in need of any incitements. And in- 
deed I have thrown out thefe general hints, far 
lefs with a view of inflaming your heart, than of 
teftifying the ardency with which I give you 
mine. Yarewel. 


LETTER XII. 


To Memmius. 


I Claim the promife you gave me when we met 
laft ; and defire you to treat my very intimate 
and zealous friend Aulus Fufius in the manner 
you affured me you would. He is @ man of 
letters as well as great politenefs : and indeed in 
every view of his character he is highly deferving 
your friendfhip. The civilities you fhall thew 
him will be extremely agreeable to me: as they 
will at the fame time for ever attach to your 
intereft a perfon of a moft obliging and friendly 
difpofition. Farewel. 


LET- 
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LETTER XIV. 
To Carus Curro, 


UBLIC affairs are fo circumftanced, that A.U.700. 

I dare not comniunicate my fentiments of 
them in a letter. This however, I will ven- 
ture in general to fay, that I have reafon to con- 
gratulate you on your removal from the fcene 
in which we are engaged, ButI mutt add, that 
in whatever part of the world you might be 
placed, you would itill (as I told you in my 
Jaft}) be embarked in the fame common bot- 
tom with your friends here. I have another 
reafon likewife for rejoicing in your abfence, 
as it has placed your merit in full view of fo 
confiderable a number of the moft illuftrious 
citizens, and allies of Rome: and indeed the 
reputation you have acquired is univerfally, and 
without the leaft exception, confirmed to us on 
all hands. But there is one circumftance at- 
tending you, upon which I know not whether I 
ought to fend you my congratulations, or not: 
J mean with refpect to thote high and fingular 


= The letter to which Cicero refers, 3s not extant. 


R 3 advan 
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A.U.700. advantages which the commonwealth promifes 
itfelf from your return amongft us. Not that 
I fufpeé&t your proving unequal to the opinion 
which the world entertains of your virtues; but 
as fearing that whatever is moft worthy of your 
care will be irrecoverably loft ere your arrival to 
prevent it: fuch, alas, is the weak and well- 
nigh expiring condition of our unhappy re- 
public! But prudence, perhaps, will {carce 
juftify me in trufting even this to a letter: for 
the reft therefore I muft refer you to others, 
In the mean while, whatever your fears or your 
hopes of public affairs may be; think, my friend, 
inceflantly think on thofe virtues which that 
generous patriot muft poffefs, who in thefe evil 
times, and amidft fuch a general depravation of 
manners, glorioufly purpofes to vindicate the 
antient dignity and liberties of his opprefied 
country. Farewel. 


LE T- 
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LETTER XV. 
To TRreEBATIUS, 


F it were not for the compliments you fent A.U.700. 

me by Chryfippus the freedman of Cyrus 
the architect, I fhould have imagined I no longer 
poffeffed a place in your thoughts. But furely 
you are become a moft intolerable fine gentle- 
man, that you could not bear the fatigue of 
writing to me; when you had the opportunity of 
doing fo by aman whom, you know, I look 
upon as one almoft of my own family. Per- 
haps however, you may have forgotten the ufe 
of your pen, and fo much the better, let me 
tell you, for your clients; as they will lofe no 
more caufes by its blunders. But if it is myfelf 
only that has efcaped your remembrance; I 
muft endeavour to refrefh it by a vifit, before I 
am worn out of your mind beyond all power 
of recollection. After all, is it not the appre- 
henfions of the next fummer’s campaign, that 
has rendered your hand too unfteady to perform 
its office? If fo, you muft e’en play over again 
the fame gallant ftratagem you practifed laft 
ytar in relation to your Britifh expedition, and 
frame fome heroic excufe for your abfence. 
R4 How- 
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A.U.70e. Flowever, I was extremely glad to hear by 

reer Chryfippus, that you are much in Czfar’s good 
graces. But it would be more like a man of 
equity, methinks, as well as more agreeable to 
my inclinations, if you were to give me fre- 
quent notice of what concerns you, by your own 
hand: a fatisfaction I fhould undoubtedly enjoy, 
if you had chofen to ftudy the Jaws of good 
fellowfhip, rather than thofe of contention, 
You fee I rally you, as ufual, in your own way, 
not to fay a little in mine. But to end ferioufly; 
be affured, as I greatly love you, I am no lefs 
confident than defirous of your affection in re~ 
turn. Farewel, 


L ETTER XVI. 
To Pusirtus SExtTius%, 


Hope you will not imagine by my long filence, 
that I have been unmindful of our friend. 
fhip, or that I had any intention of dropping 
my ufual correfpondence with you. The fin+ 


* ‘The commentators are greatly divided as to the time 
when this letter was written, and the perfon to whom it is 
addreffed. To examine the feveral reafons upon which 
they fupport their refpective opinions, would he Jeading 
the Englith reade: into a field of criticifm which could 
afford him neither amufement nor inftruction. The fubject 
indeed of this letter, which is merely confolatory to a 
friend in exile, is not of confequence enough ta merit 
any pains in afcertaiming (if it were poflible to afcertain) 


cere 
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cere truth is, I was prevented from writing du- A.U.700, 
ring the former part of our feparation, by thofe ~Y~ 
calamities in which the general confufion of the 
times had involved me: as I afterwards delayed 
it, from an unwillingnefs to break in upon you 
whilft your own fevere and unmerited injuries 
were yet frefh upon your mind, But when I 
reficct that a fufficient time has elapfed, to wear 
off the firft impreffions of your misfortunes : 
and confider likewife the virtues and magnani- 
mity of your heart; I think I may now write 
to you confiftently with my general caution of 
avoiding an unfeafonable officioufnefs. 

You are fenfible, my dear Sextius, that I 
warmly flood forth your advocate, when a pro- 
fecution was formerly commenced againft you 
in your abfence: as afterwards, when you was 
involved in that accufation which was brought 
againft your friend, I exerted every means in my 
power for your defence, Thus likewife upon 
my return into Italy’, tho’ I found your affairs 
had been managed in a yery different manner 
its precife date: and it is fufficient to obferve, that it 
contains nothing but ‘vhat perfeétly coincides with the cir- 
cumftances both of Cicero’s affairs and thofe of the republic 
in the prefent yeays As to the perfon to whom this letter 
is written; it 1s impofible to determire any thing concern- 
ing him: for the Mfs, and printed copies are by no means 
agreed as to his name; fome calling him Titi, others 
Siteus, and others Sextzus. 

F : Probably, when he returned from exile: in the year 
Qo. 
than 
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A.U.700. than I fhould have advifed; yet I omitted no 
en opportunity of rendering you my utmoft fer- 
vices. And upon this occafion, when the cla- 
mour that was raifed againft you on account of 
the corn‘, by thofe that were the enemies, not 
only of yourfelf, but of all who endeavoured to 
affift you; when the general corruption of the 
judges; and in fhort, when many other public 
iniquities, had prevailed to your concemnation 
againft all truth and juftice ; I was not wanting 
in my bel good offices of every kind towards 
your fon. Having therefore thus faithfully per- 
formed every other facred duty of friendfhip, I 
would not omit this likewife of intreating and 
exhorting you to bear your afflictions as becomes 
aman of your diftinguifhed fpirit and fortitude. 
In other words; let me conjure you to fupport 
with refolution thofe common viciffitudes of 
Fortune, which no prudence can prevent, and 
for which no mortal is anfwerable ; remember- 
ing, that in all popular governments, as well 
as jn our own, it has been the fate of many of 
the beft and greateft men to fall a facrifice to 
the injuftice of their country. I will add, (and 


© It was the bufinefs of the Audiles, amongft other parts 
of their duty, to fuperintend the markets and public ma- 

azines of corn. It feems probable therefore from this paf- 
age, that Sextius was banifhed for fome real, or pretended 
mifconduct in the admumftration of that office. 


I with 
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I with I could with truth be contradi@ed) that A.U.70a, 
the injurious fentence you lament, has only “~—~ 
banifhed you from a commonwealth in which 
no rational mind can receive the leait farif- 
faction. 

If I were to fay nothing of your fon, it would 
look as if I were inattentive to that general ap- 
plaufe which his virtues fu juftly receive: on 
the other hand, were I to tell you all that I 
hear and think of him, I am afraid I Mould 
only renew your grief for being thus feparated 
from his company. However, you fhould wifely 
confider his uncommon yirtues as a poffeffion 
which infeparably attends you, in whatever part 
of the world you may be placed. For furely 
the objects of the mind are not lefs intimately 
prefent with us, than thofe of the eye. The 
reflection, therefore, on his fingular merit and 
filial piety ; the fidelity of myfelf and the reft of 
thofe friends whom you have found, and will 
ever find, to be the followers, not of your for- 
tune, but of your virtue; and above all, the 
confcioufnefs of not having deferved your fuf- 
ferings; are circumftances which ought to ad- 
minifter the higheft confolation to you. And 
they will more effeétually do fo, if you confider, 
that it is guilt, and not misfortune ; one’s own 
crimes, and pot the injuftice of others, which 

ought 
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A.U.rco, ought to difturb the ferenity of a well-regulated 

\—v— mind. In the mean time be affured, that, in 
compliance with the dictates of that friendfhip I 
have long entertained for you, and of that efteem 
which I bear for your fon, I fhall negle&l no op- 
portunity both of alleviating your afflictions, and 
of contributing all I can to fupport you under 
them. In a word, if upon any occafion you 
Should think it neceffary to wrire to me; you 
fhall find that your application was not made in 
vain, Farewel, 


LETTER XVII 


To CurRIo. 


| ees Sextus Villius, a domeftic of my 

friend Milo, to meet you with this letter, 
notwithf{tanding we have received no account of 
your being yet advanced near Italy. However, 
we are aflured that you are fet forward from 
Afia*: and as it 1s generally believed it will 
not be long ere you arrive in Rome, I perfuade 
myfelf that the importance of the affair which 
occafions you this application, will juftify my 
defire of making it as carly as poffible. 


* See p. 218. rem. 3. towards the end. 


If 
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If I eftimated my fervices towards you, by A.U.700. 
the fame enlarged ftandard that you gratefully ea ad 
meafure them yourfelf; I fhould be extremely 
referved in requefting any confiderable favour 
at your hands. It is painful, indeed, to a man 
of a modeft and generous mind, to folicit great 
obligations from thofe whom he has greatly ob- 
liged ; left he fhould feem to claim the price of 
his good offices, and afk a matter of right rather 
than of grace. But I can have no fcruples of this 
fort with refpect to you; as the fervices you 
have conferred upon me, and particularly in my 
late troubles, are not only of the higheft, burt 
moft confpicuous nature. An ingenuous difpo- 
fition, where it already owes much, is willing 
to owe more: and it is upon this principle that 
I make no difficulty of requefting your affiftance 
in an article of the faft importance to me. J 
have no reafon indeed to fear, that I fhould 
fink under the weight of your favours, even if 
they were to rife beyond all number: as I tuft 
there is none fo confiderable that I fhould not 
only receive with gratitude, bur return with 
advantage. 

I am exerting the utmoft efforts of my care, 
my induftry, and my talents, in order to fecure 
the election of Milo to the confulate: and I think 
mytelf bound upon this occafion to give a proof 

te 
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A.U.700. to the world, of the more than common affece 
tion with which I enter into his intereft. I am 
perfuaded, no man ever was fo anxious for the 
ptefervation of his own perfon and fortunes, 
as I am that Milo may obtain this honour: 
an event, upon which the fécurity of my own 
dignities, Iam fenfible, depends. Now the af- 
fiftance which it is in your power to give my 
friend, is fo very confiderable, that it is all we 
want to be affured of victory: for thus our forces 
ftand. In the firft place, Milo’s conduct to- 
wards me in his tribunate°, has gained him (as I 
hope you perfeétly well know) the affeticns of 
all our patriots: as the liberality of his temper 
and the magnificence of his fhews have fc- 
cured to him the favour of the populace’. 
In the next place, all the young part of the 
republic, together with thofe who have the moft 
influence in eleétions, are wholly in his intereft, 
as having received, or expecting to receive, 

© Milo was tribune in the year of Rome 696: at which 
time he conferred very fingular obligations on Cicero, by 


moft zealoufly exerting all his power and credit in promot- 
ing his recall from exile. Orat. pro Milon. 


7 Milo had diffipated three very confiderable eftates in 
the extravagant ihews which, upon different occafions, he 
had exhibited to the people: as he was likewsfe at this time 
propofing to entertain them in the fame magnificent man- 
ner, at the expence of 250,000% Orat. pro Milex, 25. Ad 
@..F. iii. 9. 


the 
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the benefice of his own popularity and ative A.U.700, 
offices upon occafions of a like nature. IY will 
add likewife, that he has my fuffraye: which, 
though it may not draw after it any confi. 
derable effects, is however univerfally approved 
as a tribute which is juftly his due: and fo 
far, perhaps, it may be corifidered as of fome 
weight with the public. All therefore that we 
farther require, is a perfon to appear as the 
leader of thefe our rude forces, and to unite 
them together under one head: and had we the 
choice of the whole world, we could not fix 
upon a man fo well qualified for this purpofe as 
yourfelf. If you believe then that I have any 
worth or gratitude, or can even infer it from 
these my earneft endeavours to ferve Milo; in 
a word, if you efteem me deferving of your’ 
favours, I intreat you to co-operate with me in 
this affair, upon which my character (or to come 
ftill nearer to the truth) upon which almoft my 
very prefervation depends*. With regard to 
§ Cicero was particularly concerned to fecure Milo’s 
election, net only from 4 principle of gratitude, but of 
felf-prefervation. For Ciodius, or author’s implacable. 
enemy, was now foliciting the office of praxtor: and if 
Miio were rejected from the confulthip, it would fall into. 
the hands of Plautus Hypfeus and Metellus Scipio, who 
were-both under the mnfidence of Clodius. By thele means 
the latter would gnc? agam have been armed with the.prin- 


cipal authority of the commonwealth: and Cicero knew by 
fad and recent experience, shat he had every thing to fear 


Milo 


256 THe LETTERS Boox Ill. 


A.U.700. Milo himfelf, I will only affure you, that 
pas aa you never can oblige a man of a more folid 
turn of mind, of a more refolute fpirit, or one 
who, if you fhould embrace his intereft, will 
receive your good offices with a more affecti- 
onate gratitude. You will at the fame time alfo 
confer fo fingular an honour upon myfelf, as to 
convince me, that you have no lefs regard for 
the fupport of my credit, than you formerly 
fhewed for the fafety of my perfon. I fhould 
enlarge much farther upon this fubject, if I were 
not perfuaded, that you are perfectly fenfible of 
the infinite obligations I have received from 
Milo; and that it is incumbent upon me to 
promote his election with my utmoft zeal, and 
even at the hazard of my life’. I will only 
then in one word recommend this affair, and 


from fach an enemy when he could add power to malice. 
tis intereft therefore confpired with his frendfhip in fup- 
porting the pretenfions of Milo, who had upon all occa- 
irons oppofed the defigns of Clodius with great warmth 
and {fpirit: and who in the prefent inftance would have 
araved a counter-balance, if Clodius fhould have attempted 
a fecond time to fall with his whole weight upon Cicero, 
Vid, Orat pro Milon. paffim. 

9 In this declining ftate of the republic, the eleétions 
were carried en, not only by the moft thameful and avowed 
bribery, but by the feveral mobs of the refpeétive can- 
didates. Thefe, it may well be imagined, were both dif- 
pofed and prepared to commit every outrage, that the caufe 
of their leaders fhould require. Accordingly the party of 
Milo and that of his competitors had fuch frequent and 
bloody engagements with each other, as to raife a general 
Benienention ofacivil war. Plat. 1 vit. Caton. 


therein 
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therein the moft important of my concerns, 
to your favour and protection: and be affured, 
I hall efteem your compliance with my requelt 
as an obligation fuperior, I had almoft faid, 
even to that for which I am fo greatly indebted 
to Milo. The truth of it is, it would give me 
more pleafure to make him an effcétual return 
for the very confiderable part he bore in my re- 
ftoration, than I received even from the benefit 
of his good offices themfelves. And this, I 
am confident, your fingle concurrence will fully 
enable me to perform’. Farewel. 


* Soon after this letter was written, an unfoitunate ad- 
venture difconcerted all Ciccro’s meafures in behalf of his 
frind, and obliged him, inflead of fohiciung any longer 
tor Milo as a candidate, to defend him as a criminal. It 
happcned that Milo and Clodius having met as they were 
travelling the Appian :cad, a rencounter enfued, in which 
the latter was killed. Milo was arraigned for this mur- 
der and being convitted, was fentenced to banishment. 
Cicero, in Ins defence, laboured to prove by a vanety of 
circumitances that this meeting could not have been pre- 
meditated on the part of his chent. and indeed it feems 
probable that it was not But however cafual that parti- 
cular incident might have been; Milo, it is certain, had 
long before determimed to affaffinate Clodius and it ap- 

ears too, that Cicero humfelf was apprifed of the defign. 
This 1s evident from a letter to Atticus written about four 
years antecedent to the fact of which | am fpeaking, Reus 
Publium, {ays Cicero, (uit ante occifus crit) fore a Milone 
puto. S82 fe inter viam obtulerit, occyjnm 111 ab ipfo Milone 
atdeo. Non dubstat facere; pre fe sert. Dao, xl. p. 1435 
146. Orat. pro Milon, ad Att. iv. 3 
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LETTER XVII. 


To Titus Faprvus' 


Know not any event which has lately hap- 

pened, that more fenfidly aifeéts me than 
your difgrace. Far therefore from being capable 
of giving you the cunfolation J] with, I greatly 
ftand in need of the fame good office myfelf. 
Neverthelefs, I cannot forbear, not only to ex- 
hort, but to conjure you likewife by our friend- 
thip, to collect your whole itrength of reafon, 
in order to oppole your afflictions with « firm 
and manly fortitude. Remember, my fiend, 
that calamities are incident to all mankind, but 
particularly to us who live in thefe miferable 
and diftracted times. Let it be your confolation, 
however, to reflect, that you have loft far lefs 
by fortune, than you have acquired by merit: 
as there are few under the circumftances of your 
birth, who ever ratfed themfelves to the fame 


7 It is altogether uncertain to whom this letter is ad- 
dreffed; as there 1s great variety im the feveral readings of 
18s infersption If the title adopted in the tranflation be 
the true one, (and it 1s that which has the greateft num- 
ber of commcntators on .ts fides) the perfon to whom it 
is w mitten was quattor to Cicero in his confulate; and after- 
wards one of thofe tribuncs who in the year of Rome 696, 
promoted the law by winch he was reftored to his country. 
Vd. ad ditt. Ww. 23. 
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dignities; tho’ there are numbers of the higheft A.U.700. 
quality who have funk into the fame difgrace. 
To fay truth; fo wretched is the fate which 
threatens our laws, our liberties and our contti- 
tution in general, that well may he efteem him- 
felf happily dealt with, who is difmiffed from 
fuch a diftempered government upon the Jeaft 
injurious terms. As to your own cafe in par- 
ticular, when you reflect that you are ftill unde- 
prived of your eftate; that you are happy in 
the affections of your children, your family, and 
your friends; and that in all probability you are 
only feparated from them for a fhort interval: 
when you reflect, that among the great number 
of impeachments which have lately been carried 
on', yours is the only one that was confidered 
as entirely groundle{s; that you were condemned 
by a majority only of one fingle vote; and that 
too,univerfally fuppofed to have been given in 
compliance with fome powerful influence——— 


3 The circumftance here mentioned, renders it probab!e 
that the letter before us was written in the prefent year. 
For Pompey being at this time appointed fole conful, made 
feveral falutary regulations with refped&t to the method of 
trials, and encouraged profecutions againft thofe who had 
been guilty of illsgal praétices in order to fecuie their 
elections. Accordingly, many perfons uf the firft rank in 
Rome were arraigiued and convicted. and Fadius feems 
to have been one of that number. P/.1. in wit. Pomp. et 
Caton. 
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A.U.7o0o. Thefe, undoubtedly, are confiderations which 

“~~ ought greatly to alleviate the weight of your 
misfortune. I will only add, that you may al- 
ways depend upon finding in me that difpofi- 
tion both towards yourfelf and your family, as 
is agreeable to your wifhes, as well as to what 
you have a nght to expect. Farewel. 


LETTER XIx. 


To Titus Titivs’. 


T is by no means as fufpecting that my for- 

mer recommendation was not fufficient, that 
I give you this fecond trouble; but merely 
in compliance with the requeft of my friend 
Avianus Flaccus: to whom I neither can, nor 
indeed ought to refufe any thing. The truth is, 
notwithitanding your very obliging anfwer when 
I mentioned his affair to you in perfon, and 
that I have already written to you in ftrong 
terms upon the fame fubject; yet he imagines 
I cannot too often apply to you in his behalf. 
I hope therefore you will excufe me, if in thus 
yielding to his inclinations, I fhould feem to 


* The perfon to whom this letter is infcribed, is wholly 
unknown and the occafion upon which it was written 1s not 
of importance enough to deferve any an:madverfions. 
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farget that you are incapable of receding from A-.U.700. 
your word; and again intreat you to allow him “~~ 
a convenient port and fufficient time for the 
exportation of his corn. Both thefe favours I 
obtained for him when Pompey had the com- 

miffion in which you are now employed: and 

the term he granted him was three years. To 

fay all in one word, you will very fenfibly oblige 

me by convincing Avianus, that I enjoy the 

fame fhare in your affection, which he juftly 
gmagines he pofieffes of mine, Farewel, 


LETTER Xx. 


To Trepatius. 


Acquainted you with the affair of Silius. He 
has fince been with me: when I informed 
him that it was your opinion we might fafely 
enter into the ufual recognizance. But he has 
confulted, he tells me, with Servius, who af- 
fures him thar where a teftator has no power 
to make a will, it muft be confidered, to all 
intents and purpofes, as if it had never fub- 
fifted : and Offus, it feems, agiecs in this 
opinion. He told me at the me time, that he 
had not applied to you upon this fubjedi: but 
defired I would recommend both himfelf and 
S 3 his 
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A,U.700. his caufe to your protection. I da not know @ 

ev worthier man than Silius, nor any one, except- 
ing yourfelf, who is more my friend. You 
will extremely oblige me therefore, my dear 
Trebatius, by calling upon him in order ta 
give him the promife of your affiftance: and 
I earneftly intreat you, if you have any re- 
gard for me, to pay this vifit as foon as poffible, 
Farewel, 


LETTER XXI. 


To Marcus Marivws, 


Shall pun€tually execute your commiffion ; 
But is it not a moft wonderful fpecimen 

of your fagacity, thus to employ a man in 
making a purchafe for you, whole inteieft it is 
to advance the price as high as poffible? Above 
all, I moft admire the wifuom of your reftric- 
tion, in confining me to a particular fum. For 
had you trufted me with an unlimited order, I 
fhould have thought myfelf obliged in point of 
friendfhip, to have fettled this affair with my 
coheus upon the moft advantageous terms in 
your behalf: whereas now I know your price, 
you may depend upon it, I fhall rather fer up 
a fictitious bidder, than fuffer the eftate to be 
fold 
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fold for Icfs than the money you mention, But 4_v.709, 
jefting apart; be affured I fhall difcharge the ~~ 
commuffior you have affigned me, with all the 
care I ought. 
I know you are well-pleafed with my vifory 
over Burfa‘: but why then did you not more 
warinly congratulate me upon the occafion? 
You were miftaken in imagining the character 
of the man to be much too defpicable to ren- 
der this event a matter of any great exulration. 
On the contrary, the defeat of Burfa has afforded 
me a more pleafing triumph, even than the 
fall of Clodius. Much rather indeed would I 
fee my adyerfaries yanquifhed by the hand of 


5 Mimutius Plancus Burfa was tribune the year before 
this letter was wntten, and had difinguifhed himfelf by 
inflaming thofe difturbances in Rome, which were occa- 
fioned by the affaifination ot Clodius. The body of Clodius 
being produced before the people in the Tornm, Burta, 
together with one of his collegues, infufed fuch a {pit of 
rict into the populace, that {natching up the corpfe, they 
initantly conveyed it to the curza hoftila, (a place im which 
the fenate fometimes affembled,) where they paid 1 the 
farieral honours, ‘This they executed in the moft infolent 
and tumultuous manner, by ereéting a funeral pile with the 
benches, and fetuny fire to the fenate-houfe itfelf. Burfa, 
not fatisfied with thefe licentious outrages, endeavoured 
likewife to inftigate the mob to fall upon Cicero, the 
avowed fnend and advocate of Milo, by whom Clodius had 
been killed. Cicero therefore, as foon as Buifa was out of 
his office (for no magiftrate could be impeached during his 
munitry) exhibited an information agamft him, for this 
violation of the public peace: and Burfa being found 
guilty, was fentenced to fuffer banifhment. Dye, xl. p. 1432 
146. Ajcon. argument. in Oy at. pro Malon. 
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A.U.7o0. juftice, than of violence: as I would choofe it 
“V~ fhould be in a way that does honour to the 
friends of my caufe, without expofing them at 
the fame time to any uneafy confequences. But 
the principal fatisfaction I derive trom this affair, 
is in that honeft and undaunted zeal with which 
1 was fupported againft all the incredible efforts 
of a very great man®, who moft warmly ex- 
erted his power in favour of my antagonift. I 
will mention another circumftance likewife that 
recommends this victory to me, and which, 
tho’ perhaps you wil) fearcely think it a pro- 
bable one, is neverthelefs moft affuredly the cafe: 
I have conceived a much ftronger averfion to 
this man, than I ever entertained even againft 
Clodius himfelf. To fpeak truth, I had openly 
declared war againft the latter: whereas I have 
been the advocate and protector of the for- 
mer. Befides, there was fomething enlarged at 
‘eaft in the views of Clodius, as he aimed by 
my deftruétion at overturning the whole com- 
monwealth: and even in this he acted lefs from 
the motions of his own breaft, than by the in- 
ftigations of a party who were fenfible they could 
never be fecure, whilft I had any remaining 
credit, But the contemptible Burfa, on the 


* Pompey. Vid. Dio, p. 146. 
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contrary, fingled me out for the objet of his A-U.709, 
malice, in mere gatety of heart: and without 
the leaft provocation, offered himfelf to fome’ 
of my enemies as one who was entirely at their 
fervice upon any occafion wherein they could 
employ him to my prejudice. Upon thefe con- 
fiderations, my friend, I expect that you warmly 
congratulate my fuccefs: as indeed I efteem 
it an event of very confiderable importance. 
Never, in truth, did Rome produce a fet of 
more inflexible patriots, than the judges who 
prefided at this trial: for they had the honeft 
courage to pafs fentence againft him, in oppo-~ 
fition to all the power and influence of the very 
ptrfon by whom they were appeinted 7 to this 
herourable office. And undoubtedly they would 
not have acted with fuch uncommon fpint, had 
they not confidered the infults I fuffercd from 
this man, as fo many indignities offered to them- 
fel-es. 

T have at prefent a great deal of troublefome 
bufinefs upon my hands: as feveral confiderable 
impeachments are going forward, and many 
new laws are in agitation, Itis my daily wifh 


7 Pompev, in his late confulfhip, ixede fome alterations 
with refpectto the method of chufing the judges, and elected 
a ceitun nurber ort of the three orders of the ftate, for the 
cognizance of vivil and cruninal caufes. Manat. de leg. p. 122, 
Vel. Patere. 4. 76. 
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A.U.70°. therefore, that no intercalation * may protract 
ea “aid 


thefe affairs beyond the ufual period, and pre- 
vent the pleafure I propofe to myfelf, of paying 
you a vilit very foon. Farewel. 


LETTER XxXIl. 


To TREBATIUS. 


O U laughed at me yefterday, when I af- 

ferted over our wine, that it was a que- 
ftion among the lawyers, whether an action of 
theft could be brought by an heir, for goods 
ftolen before he came into poffeffion. Tlo’ it 
was late when I returned home, and I had diunk 
pretty freely, I turned to the place where this 
queftion is difcuffed, and have {ent you an ex- 


* The Roman months being lunar, a proper number of 
fapplemental days were addcd every two y.ars in order ta 
adjuft their reckoning to the courfe of the fun, This was 
called an zutercalat.on: and was performed by the ponti- 
fical college, at their own difcrenon, Accordingly they 
often exercifed this important truft as intereft or ambition 
diated; and by their arbitrary intercalations either ad- 
vanced or retarded the ftated times for tranfagurg civil or 
religious affairs, as belt fuited the private purpofes of them- 
Selves or their friends, By thefe means thefe unworthy 
obfervers of the heavenly motions, had introduced fo great 
2 confufion into their calendar, that, when Cafar under- 
took its reformation, all the feafons were mifplaced; and 
the appointed feftivals for harveft and vintage, were no 
longer found in the fummer and autumn quarters. Suet. 14 
Fut. 40. Macrob. Saturn, 1. 

track 
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tract of the paffage: in order to convince you, 
that a point which you imagined had never been 
maintained by any man, was actually holden 
by Sextus /Elius, Marcus Manlius, and Marcus 
Brutus*. But notwithftanding thefe great names, 
I agree in opinion with Scaevola and Trebatius °, 
Farewel. 


* Thefe were all of them lawyers of great note in their 
refpecive generations, and whofe wriungs in the fcience 
they profefled were in much efteem. The two former flou- 
rifhed about the year of Rome 545, and 600. the latter 
about the year 630. Pompon. de orig. ‘Furzs. 


» Scavola was one of the names of Trebatius, as ap- 
pears by a letter to Atucus wherein he 1s fo called. There 
was hikewife a Quintus Mucus Scxvola, a lawyer of very 
confiderable emimence, who lived about fifty years before 
the piefent date, and who compiled a body of laws in 
eighteen volumes. Manutius imagines therefore, that in 
allufion to thi: perfon, Cicero joculaily feparates the names 
Sc@vela and Trebatrus by an intervening copulative, as if 
he were (peaking of two different men, tho’ he only means 
pus friend to wiom he is witing, 
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LETTER XXII, 
To Appius Putcuer. 


Find myfelf obliged, contrary indeed to my 

expectation as well as my wifhes, to accept 
the government of your province’, Amidft 
the numberlefs uneafy thoughts and occupations 
which this circumftance occafions me, it is my 
fingzle confolation, that I could not have fuc- 
ceeded any man in tats employment who would 
be more difpofed than yourfelf, to deliver it up 


° The great commotions that had been raifed the laf 
year in Rome, on account of the elections, have ci.cady 
been mentioned the notes above. In order thcicfore to 
remedy thefe evils for the future, by abating the intem- 
perate ardour with which the magiftracies were purfued; st 
was thought expedient to deprive the pretorfiip and con- 
fulate of one of their principal and moft tempting adyan- 
tages. This confifted in the government of provinces. to 
which thofe n agiftrates of courle fucceeded at the expiration 
of their refpective adminitrations For thefe governments 
not only fecur-d them fiom any impeachmerts during the 
time they continucd in them, but were kewe mexhauit. 
ible fources of wealth to thofe, who were pot f{crupalous 
in the means of obtaining it. According!y a law pafled, 
by which it was enacted, that no future pratul or conful 
fhould be capable of a provincial charge, nil five years after 
the expiration of his orice: and in the mean time, that the 
provinces fhould be fupphed from among thofe of prx- 
tortaua and confular rank, who had laid down their offices 
without fucceeding to any government. Cicero was of this 
number : and it is probable there were fo few of them, that 
he was not at hbeity to refute, what it 15 very certain ne had 
no inchnation to accept. Daze, al. p. 142, 
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to me as little embarraffed as poffible. I hope A.U.700. 
you entertain the fame opimion of my difpofi- ac 
tion with regard to you: and be affured I fhall 
never difappoint you in this expectation. I 
moft earneftly then intreat you, by all the ties 
of our friendfhip in particular, as well as by that 
uncommon generofity which diftinguifhes your 
actions in general, to render me upon this occa- 
fion every good office in your power: as un- 
doubtedly there are many. 

You will obferve from the decree of the 
fenate, that I was under a neceffity of accepting 
the government of fome province: and I muft 
repeat it once more, the eafe with which I fhall 
pafs thro’ the fun&tions of my miniftry, depends 
upon yqur fmoothing, as far as in you hes, the 
difficulties at my firft entrance. You are the 
beft judge in what particular inftances you can 
contribute to this end: I will only in general 
befeech you todo fo in every article wherein 
you imagine your fervices may avail me. 1 
might enlarge on this fubject, if either your 
own generous temper, or our mutual friend- 
fhip, would fuffer me to dwell upon it any 
longer: and I may add too, if the nature of 
my requeft did not fufficiently fpeak for itfelf. 
I will only therefore affure you, that if 1 fhould 
not make this application in vain, you may de- 

pend 
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4.U.700. pend upon receiving a ftrong and lafting farif- 
faction from the ‘faithful returns of my grati- 
tude. Farewel. 


LETTER XXIV. 
To the Same. 


Arrived on the 22d of May at Brundifium, 

where I found your heutenant * Quintus 
Fabius : who agreeably to your orders informed 
me, that it is highly expedient Cilicia fhould 
be ftrengthened with an additional nurnber of 
forces. ‘This was conformable, not only to my 
own fentiments, who am more immediately con- 
cerned in the fecurity of that province, but te 
the opinion likewife of the fenate: who thought 
it reafonable, that both Bibulus* and myfelf 
fhould reinforce our refpective legions with re- 
crurts from Italy. * But it was ftrongly oppofed 


* Every proconful, or governor of a province, was ac- 
compamed with a certam number of lieutenants, in pro- 
portion to his rank and quality. Thefe offc.rs ferved him 
as a kind of firft minulers in civil affairs: and they com- 
manded in chief under him when he took the aeld, 

2 Some account has already been‘given of Bibolus in the 
notes on the preceding bork. See rem. 10. p 163. He 
was appointed governor of Syria, a pfovince bordering on 
that of Cilicia; to which Cicero was on his way when he 
wrote the prefent letter, and all the fubfequent ones in this 


book. 
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by Sulpicius * the conful: though not without A.U. 702, 
very warm remonftrances on our parts. How- “~~ 
ever, as it feemed to be the general inclination 
of the fenate that we fhould haften our depar- 
ture; we were obliged to fubmit: and we fet 
forward accordingly. 

Let me now repeat the requeft I made in my 
laft from Rome, and again intreat you to favour 
me in all thofe inftances wherein one friend can 
oblige another who fucceeds to his government. 
In fhort, let it be your care to convince the 
world, that I could not have followed a more 
affectionate predeceifor: as it fhall be mine to 
give confpicuous proofs, that you could not 
have refigned your province to one more fin- 
cciely devoted to your interctft. 

I underftood by the copy which you commu- 
nicated to me of thaye difpatches you fent to 
the fenate, that qou had actually difbanded & 
confiderable part of your armyy.* But Fabius 
aifures"™Me, this was a poi tch you only had 
in your intention; and a: wha he leit you, 
the whofe number. of your legions” was com- 
plete& If this be the aie, you will greatly 
oblige mesby keeping’the few forces under your 


3 Servius, SyipRius Rufus was conful this year, together 
with Masts Claudius Marcellus. For a more parucular 
accogA?of the former} fee rem. i. p. 119. vol. u. and of the 
latter, rem. 3. let. 35. of this book. 
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afraid you will think he has executed his office A.U.702. 
too punctually. I am fenfible at the “~~ 

fame'time, that you are a man of infinite curio- 

fity ; and that travellers take pleafure in Leing 

informed of every little circumftance tranfacted 

at home. But I hope you will not impute it 

to any want of refpect, that I affigned over 

this employment to another hand. On’ the 

contrary, as much engaged as 1 really am, and 

as little fond of writing as you know me to be, 

I fhould with great pleafure execute any com- 

miffion which gave me occafion to think of 


Marcus Cochus was tribune of the people, the year before 
this Ictter was written He diftnguifhed humfelf in that of- 
fice by zealoufly and boldly fupporung the claims of the 
fenzte and the interefts of the ariflocratical party, againfl 
the attacks of the oppofite faction. When the civil war 
broke out between Pompey ond Cefar, he affeéted at firftto 
ftand neuter. he afterwards however thought proper to join 
with the latter. But Cafar not gratifying his ambition in 
the manner he expe¢ted, he changed fides, and raifed great 
dif bances in Rome im favour of Pompey. 

Coshus appled himfelf early to the art of oratory’ and 
for that purpofe was introduced bytshis father to the ac- 
quaintance of Cicero, under whofe direStion he formed his 
eloquence. His parts and genius foon diftinguifhed him in 
the forum: but though his fpeeches were conceived with 
peculiar fpimt and vivacity, his language was thought 
forced, and the harmony of his periods too much neglected. 
Ehs morals were fuitable to the d¢generate age in wluch he 
lived ; luxurtous and diffolute: as his temper was remark- 
ably inflammable, and apt to kindle into the moft im- 
placable refentments. Crc, orat. pro Cacho. Caf. Bel. Crv. ui. 
Vel. Pate. i. “Bralyg. de caf. corrupt. eloquent.  Senec. 
de ira. isi. See tem, 6 p. 145. and rem. 12. p. 147. of 
vol, 1. 
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AU.zo2, you. I truft however, when you caft your eye 

‘omen ypon this volume of news, you will very reas! 
admit my excufe; as I know not indeed who 
elfe except the compiler, could find leifure, 
J will not fay to tranfcribe, but even to perufe 
fuch a ftrange medley. It contains a collection 
ef decrees of the fenate and rumours of the peo- 
ple; of private tales and public edicts. Should 
it happen, neverthelefs, to afford you no fort of 
entertainment; give me due notice, that I may 
not put myfelf to this prodigious expence only 
to be impertinent. If any events of more im- 
portance fhiould arife, and which are above the 
force of thefe hackney news-writers; I will take 
the relation upon myfelf, and give you a full 
account of the fentiments and fpeculations of 
the world concerning it: but at prefent there is 
fittle of this kind ftirring. 

As to the report which was fo current when 
we were at Cumz‘, of enfranchifing the colo- 
nies on the other fide the Po®; it does not feem, 

5 Acity in Campania, fituated upon the fea coait; near 
which Cicero had a villa. 

* Cifalpine Gaul was divided into two parts by the river 
Po; and accordingly ae the inhabitants were fituated with 
tefpe& to Italy, euber on fide or the other of that 
river, they were called Ci/pa@ani, or Tran/padam. Caxfar 
had a fcheme of putting the latter on the fame foof with 
the municipal towns of Italy; the chief magiftrates whereof 


had a right of fuffrage in the aflemblies of the Roman 
people, and were capable of being eletted to the offices of 


te 
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to have travelled beyond that city: at leaft I AU. 702. 
heard no mention of this affair fince ny rt 
return to Rome. Marcellus not having yee 
moved that Cafar may be recalled from his go- 
vernment in Gaul, and intending to defer jt, 
as he told me himfelf, to the firft of June; ic 
has occafioned the revival of thofe fufpicions to 
his difadvantage, which fo ftrongly prevailed 
when you werc here ’, 
If you had an interview * with Pompey (as I 
remember it was your intention) let me know 
the converfation that paffed between you, and 
wilat you courd alicover or fis daifgns: 16% tho’ 
he feldom: fpeaks his real fentiments, he has 
not artifice enough to conceal them®. Ag to 


the republic. This feeis to be the citcumflance to which 
Ccelius here alludes: as Cicero obfcurely hints at ir like. 
wife, in one of his letters to Atticus. See ad Ait. v. », and 
the-remark of Mongault upon that paffage. 

* Marcellus the prefent conful, diftinguifhed himfelf 
throughout his whole adminiftration by a warm oppofition 
to Cefar: as he afterwards actually made the motion, of 
which Coehus here fpeaks. He was not however {9 for- 
tunate as to fucceed in it; being oppofed by his cOilegue 
Sulpigtus in conjunétion with fome of the tribunes. fyo, 
xii. p, 148. See his character in remark 3. on the 35th Jer- 
ser of this book, p. 320. : 

Pompey was at this time at Tarentum, a maritime city 
of Calabria: where Cicero fpent a few days With him in his 
way to Cilicia, while he waited the arrival of his heurenane 
Pontinius. 4d drt.ly. 6. 

% Cicero in his letters to Atticus often mentions the dif- 
ficulty of penetrating into Pompey’s real defigns. bur if 
Ceslius may be credited, he was, it feerns, one of thof> 
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AU. 702. Cafar, we have frequent, and no very favour- 

yn able, repoits concerning him: however they, ax 
at prefent nothing more than rumours. Some 
fay he has loft all his cavalry ; and I believe this 
is the truth of the cafe: others that the feventh 
legion has been entirely defeated, and that he 
himfelf is fo furrounded by the Bellovaci ', that 
he cannot poffibly receive any fuccours from the 
main body of his army. But this news is not 
publicly known: on the contrary it is only the 
whifper of a party which I need not name, and 
who mention it with great caution; particularly 
Domutius *, who tells it in your ear with a moft 
important air of fecrefy. 

A ftrong report prevailed here, that you were 
affaffinated upon the road on the 24th of May, 
by Quintus Pompeius *. I heartily curfed the 
idle authors of this alarm: however it did not 
give me any great difturbance, as I knew Pom- 


over-refined difemblers, who, as our Britth Horace ob- 
ferves, are 
—— So very clefe theyre lid fiom none. Pore. 


* A moft martial and powerful people in Belgic' Gaui, 
againft whom Cefar was at this time making war. 

2 Lucius Domitius Anobarbus, ane of Cifar’s avowed 
enemies. A particular account will be given of hun ia 
the remarks on the letter addreffed to him im this col- 
lection. 

3 Quintus Pompeius Rufus was tribune the lait year, and 
a principal author of thofe diflarbances which enfucd upon 
the death of Clodius. Sce remark 5. p. 263. of this vol, 
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peius to be then at Baulis“, where the -oor man 
wz reduced to exercife the miferable office of a 
pilot, to keep himfelf from ftarving. May you 
ever be as fecure from all other dangers, as you 
were from this! 

Your friend § Plancus is at Ravenna: and 
notwith{tanding the very confiderable benefaction 
he has lately received frum Cefar °; the man is 
ftill in diftrefs. 

Your political treatife * is univerfally read and 
much admired. Farewel. 


At the expiration of his office therefore being convicted of 
thefe mifdemeanours, he was bamihed from Rome. Duo. xl. 
p. 146. 

4 A city in Campania, 

5 Munatius Plancus Burfa: of whom an account has been 
given in remark 5 p 263. of this vol. Ccelius {peaks iro- 
nically, when he calls him Cicero’s friend. 

© See remark ®, p. 166. of this vol. 

7 <« Tt was drawn up in the form of a dialogue, in which 
“the greateft perfons of the repubhc were introduced. 
« From the fragments of this work which fill remain, it 
“ appears to have been a noble performance, and one of 
« his capital pieces; where all the important queftions im 
“ politics and morality, were difcuffed with the greateft 
“ elegance and acenracy.””? Mid. Life of Cic. volun. p. 94. 
BYO. Fai, 
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LETTER XXVI. 


To Appius PuicHer. 


Received your letter at this place ° on the 
4th of June, by which I am informed that 
you have charged Lucius Clodivs with a mef+ 
fage to me. I am therefore waiting for his ar- 
rival, that I may hear as early as poffible, 
whatever he has to fay on your part. In the 
mean time, notwithftanding I have already by 
many inftances convinced you, I hope, of 
my friendfhip; yet let me affure you, that I 
fhall particularly endeavour to fhew it upon 
every occafion, by the moft tender regard for 
your character. J have the fatisfaction in re- 
turn to be informed, not only by Fabius, and 
Flaccus, but particularly by Octavius, of the 
fhare you allow me in your efteem. I had 
before, indeed, many reafons for believing I 
enjoyed that privilege ; but chiefly by that very 
agreeable prefent of your treatife upon augury, 
2 Brundifium. This letter was written but a few days 
after the laft addreffed to Appius, whieh 15 hikewife dated 
fiom this place where Cicero continued abour a fortnight. 
He was prevented from embarking fooner, not only as he 


waited the arrival of lus Leatenant Pontumus, but allo by a 
flight indivpofiuon. dd dit. v. 8, 


which 
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which you have fo affectionately addreffed to A.U. 70m 
me". No teftimony fhall be wanting on my ““"“™ 
part likewife, of the fingular friendthip I bear 
you. The truth is, you have continually rifen 
in my affection ever fince you firft diftinguifhed 
me with yours: but you are now ftill more 
endeared to me from that regard I entertain 
for thofe illuftrious perfons with whom you 
have formed a family-alliance*. For Pompey 
and Brutus, though fo diltant from each other 
in point of age, have both of them the fame 
high rank in my efteem. I muft add, that the 
connection between us as fellow-members of the 
fame facred college *, efpecially after the ho- 
nourable applaufe I have lately received from 


* This ueatefe was drawn up in vindication of the 
augural fcience, or the art of fore-telling events, from 
certain figns which providence was fuppoied to have in- 
tended as intimations of futurity, This fcience was ge- 
nerally exploded by the wifer part of their phslofophers, 
as having no foundation in reafon or experience - but Ap- 
pits was fo weakly credulous, it feems, as fertoufly to be- 
lieve and maimtain the contrary. See df of Cu. V. in. p. 348. 
v0, edit. 

* See the latter end of remark 3. on letter 3, of this book, 
p- 225. 

3 The college of Augurs, of which Cicero and Appius 
were members, confifted at this time of fifteen Fellows, (af 
that term may be allowed) who were all of them perfons 
of the firft diftinétion in Rome, Ther office was to deter- 
mine whether the omens, which ‘vere a'ways confulted 
previoufly to the tranfa@ting of any public bufinefs, were ta~ 
vourable for tha: purpofe, or obferved im a proper manne. 
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A.U.702. you ‘, is a very powerful cement of our mutual 
—w—~ frendthip. 

If I fhould have an interview with Clouus, 
whom I fhall endeavour to fee as foon as pof- 
fible, I fhall have occafion to wr te to you more 
fully. I will at this time therefore only farther 
affure you, that I read with great pleafure that 
part of your letter where you tell mc, your fingle 
reafon for continuing in the province, 1s in order 
to give me a meeting. Farewei. 


This gave them a very confiderable authority in the com- 
monwealth ay it was in their power to obftruét the moft im- 
portant affairs of the flare, by declarmy that they were un- 
warranted by the aufpices. Cicero, about two year. before 
the date of tne prefent letter, was elected into this college, 
yn the place of young Craffus. who penfhed (as has already 
becn cbferved) im the unfortunate expedition which his fithe 
undertook againft the Parthians. 


4 _ This alludes to the treatife mentioned above, which 
Appius infcribed to Cicero. 


LE T- 
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LETTER XXVII. 


To Carus Memmius 5, 


Am doubtful whether I have more reafon to A.U. 702. 
regret or rejoice, that I did not find you, as] ““~"™ 


5 The family of Caius Mcmmius, was efteemed one of 
the moft ancient in all Rome, boing defcended, it was 
fad, from Mneitheus, a companion of /Eneas in his expe- 
dition into Italy. Memmuus having paffed thro’ the offices 
of tribune and praetor, offered himfelf as a candidate for 
the coniulfmp, in the year of Rome 699. and the iniqui- 
tous engagement into which he entered in order to fecare 
his election, affords a very remarkable {pecimen, not only 
ot his own character, but of the unparalleled degeneracy of 
the age in which he lived. The confuls of that year were 
Domitws Anobarbus, and Appius Pulcher, the perfon to 
whom the preceding Ictter, and feveral others in this book 
are addrefled. It was flipulated between thefe worthy ma~ 
gutrates, and the two aflociates who were joint-candjdates 
to fucceed therm, that they fhoald mutually affift each other 
in their refpeétive views, On the part of the confuls it was 
agreed, that they fhould promote the election of Memmuus 
and his friend Calvinus, with all their credit and power. 
"U’hefe, in return, entered into a bond in the penalty of 
fomewhat more than 3coo/, by which they obliged them- 
felves to procure three Augurs who fhould atteft, that they 
were prefent in the Comitia when a law paffed to inveft 
thefe confuls with the military command in their provinces. 
The contra&t farther added, that they would alfo produce 
three perfons of coniular rank, who fhould likewafe depofe, 
that they were not only prefent in the fenate, but actually ine 
the number of thofe who figned a decree, by which the ufual 
proconfular appointments were granted to Appius and AEno- 
barbus. The truth, however, was, that fo far from any law 
cr decree of this nature ever having paSed, it had not even 
been propo/éd either ta the people or the fenate. Ex 


Romanos rerurs domino’, gentemque togatam | 
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A.U. 702. expected, in Athens®. On the one hand, if that 
meeting would have renewed my concern for 


Extraordinary as this infamous affociation was; it is {till 
mote furprizing that Memmius fhould have had the front 
publicly to avow it, by becoming himfelf the informer of 
the whole tranfaftion. Yet fo the fa& is: and, in com- 
pliance with the perfuafions of Pompey, he laid open the 
whole of this Shameful apreement, to the ferate. It is dif- 
ficult to imagine the motive that could induce Memmuus 
to make a difcovery, which mait fhew him to the world, 
in every view, fo completely abandoned. But Pompey, it 
is highly probable, initizated him to this refolution, with 
the hope that the rendering public fo unexampled a viola- 
tion of all that ought to be held moft facred im fociety, 
would add ftrength to thefe flames which now raged m the 
commonweaith. For mof of the hiftorians agree, that 
Pompey fecretly fomented the prefent tamults, m order to 
reduce the republic to the neceflity of invefting nm with 
the fupreme authority, What refolutions were taker in 
the fenate upon this occafion, do not clearly appear: for 
thofe paflages in the letters to Atticus wherein their pro- 
ceedings in relation to this affair feem to he hinted at, are 
extgemely dark; and rendered ftill more obfcurc by the 
negligence of the tranfcribers, in blending epiftles together 
of diferent and diftant dates. It is certain, however, that 
Memmuus loit his election: fome time after which, being 
impeached, and fentenced to bamfhment, he retired ta 
Athens; where he feems to have {pent the remainder of his 
days. He was a man of greater parts than application, and 
would have proved an excellent crator, 1f he had trufted 
lefs to the ftrength of his natura] genius: or rather indeed, 
af he had not been too indo‘ent to improve his faculties of 
this kind, by an habituci exercafe. He was not too lazy 
however to employ them with the ladies: in which he was 
extremely fucccfful: particularly with the wife of Marcus 
Lucullus, brother to the celebrated Lucius Lucuilus, fo 
well known to every reader of the Roman ftory. He 
feems, in truth, to have been one of that fort of men, who, 
in the language of Shakefpcar, 1s formed to make woman 
Safe: at leaft 1f a poet may be fuppoled no flattcrer in the 
picture he draws fe patron. For Lucretius, who in- 
icribed his poem to Memmius, reprefents Venus, in his 
invocation to that geddefs, as having beftowed upon this 
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the injuftice ’ which has been done you; I fhould A.U.7o2. 
have had the fatisfaction on the other, of being 
a witnefs of your fupporting it with the, moft 
philofophical magnanimity, Upon the whole, 
however, I cannot but lament that J did not 


her favourite, every charm that could render him the mok 
graceful and accoftplifhed of the fons of men: 


Te foctam fiudeo feritundis verfibus efft, 

Quos ego de Rerum Natura pangere conor 
Memmiade noftro: quay tu, Dea, tempore in omane 
Omnzbus ornarum volurfie excellere rebus. 


Thy aid, celeftial Queen of beauty, bring, 
While nature’s laws in vent’rous verfe I fing; 
To Memmius fing: the man by Thee defign’d, 
With ev’ry grace and ev’ry art refin’d, 

To fhine the firft and fasreft of his kind. 


Gifami prolegom. in Lucret. de gent. Memmia. ad Att. iv. 18. 
Suet. in Aug 40. Pug. An... 286. De clar. orat. 70. Ad 
Attei18. Lucret. i, 25. 


® Cicero took Athens in his way to Cilicia: and Meme 
mius left that city the day before tus arnval. Manutius 
fuppofes that he withdrew cn purpofe to avoid our author, 
with whom, he imagines, Memmuus was difpulted for not 
having piven him his afliftance at his tral. But this is 
merely conjectvre, and has fo much the lefs foundation as 
there is not the leat hint of this kind in the fetter to Atticus 
wherein Cicero acquaints him with the circumftance of his 
not meeting with Memmius. 4d Ait. v. to. 


7 It is by no means certain upon what occafion Memmius 
was bamfhed. The principal commentators indeed are of 
opinion, that it was in confequence of a profecution that was 
commenced againft him for thofe corrupt praétices mention- 
ed in the firit remark on tlus letter. But it feems to appear 
from Cicero’s epiftles to his brother, either that Memmius 
and his affomatcs were all acquitted of that impeachment, or 
that their feveral profecuuons were drapped. V’sd. ad Q, F. 
pe 2. 3. &. 

fee 
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AU.702. fec you: for the uneafinefs I feel at your unme- 
—v—— ited fufferings is too great to have admitted of 
much» encreafe by that interview ; and in all 
other refpeéts ic would have added very confi- 
derably to my pleafure. It is a pleafure there- 
fore, in which J fhall without feruple indulge 
myfelf, the firft convenient opfortunity. In 
the mean time, fo much of the purpofe of my 
intended vifit as may be explained, and, I fhould 
hope, fettled too, in a letter, I will now lay be- 
fore you. The favour I am going to requeft, 
though of little confequence to you, is of much 
importance to me: however, ere I enter upon 
the fubjeét, let me previoufly affure you, that I 
do not defire you to comply with my inclinations 
any farther than it fhall be agreeable to your 
ewn. I muft inform you then in the firft place, 
that I am moft intimately united with Patro 
the Epicurean; in every article, I mean, ex- 
cept his philofophy: for there, indeed, we are 
at a great diftance. I received the firft marks 
of his efteem, fo long ago as when he diftin- 
guifhed himfelf at Rome by his fingular attach- 
ment to you and your family: and in the caufe 
which he lately pained in our courts, I was a 
principal advocate both for him and his affo- 
ciates. I muft add, that he was recommended 
ta 
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to me by my very worthy friend ° Phedrus: a A.U.sox 
man whom, long before I became acquainted ““*™"* 
with Philo ', and indeed fron my childhood, TI 
always highly valued. The firft quality that 
recommended him to my efteem, was his philo- 
fophical abilities: as 1 afterwards had reafon to 
admire him for his moral and focial virtues. 
Before I left Rome, I received a letter from 
Patro requefting me, in the firft place, to in- 
tercede with you to be reconciled to him; and 
in the next, that you would make him a grant 
of an old ruinous edifice which belongs, it feems, 
to the college of Epicurus *. I forbore writing 
to you however upon this fubject, as being un- 
willing to interrupt you in the defign, which 1 
then thought you entertained, of building upon 
that fpot. But I now comply with his folici- 
tation, as he has affured me, fince my arrival in 
Athens, that it is the general opinion of your 


® Phadrus, it is fuppofed, was the predeceffor of Patro in 
the Epicurean college. 

* Cicero in anothei part of his wiitings, mentions an 
Academic philofophcr of this name, whofe leétures he at- 
tended. If the fame perfon be meant in both places, as 
indeed is highly probable, Mr. Rofs is undoubtedly right 
in charging the learned Manutius with a miftake, in 1ma- 
gifting Philo to have been an Epicurean, and predeceflor 
to Phgedrus. 

> Memmius had obtained a grant o° this edifice from 
the, Athetans, in order ta build a honfe for his own 
ufe. 
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A.U.02. friends, that you have totally laid afide this 
fcheme. Should this prove to be the real cafe, 
and your particular intereft fhould no longer ins 
terfere, let me prevail with you to grant his pe- 
tition. And if you fhould have taken any little 
prejudice againft my friend, by the ill offices of 
his countrymen, (whofe capricious tempers I am 
well acquainted with) I intreat you to renounce 
your refentment, not only for my fake, but in 
compliance alfo with the fuggeftions of your own 
generous nature. Shall I freely own to you my 
real fentiments ? To confefs the truth then, 
there does not appear any juft reafon either for 
his being fo earneft in preffing this affair of the 
edifice, or for your perfifting in your refufal. 
This at leaft is moft evident, that it is much 
more fuitable to a man of his character than of 
yours, to be obftinate in trifles. You are well 
apprifed, I know, of the plea which Patro al- 
ledges, to juftify his warmth upon this occafion. 
I need not mention therefore, that he urges the 
honour and reverence which is due to the laff 
injunctions of Epicurus *; the particular regard 

7 « Diogenes Laertius hath preferved in his life of Epi- 
* curus, the will of that great philofopher. In the firft 
“ article, the fchouls and gardens, and every thing be- 


 Jonging to them, are intatled upon his fucceffors an that 


* {ett of philofophy, which fhoald be called after his 
* name.’ Mir. Rois. 


he 
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he owes to the earneft requeft of Phaedrus: to+ A,U.7o%, 
gether with that veneration which ought to be “~~ 
paid to a manfion impreffed with the foot-fteps 
of fo many celebrated philofophers. One cannot, 
indeed, condemn his zeal in this inftance, with- 
out deriding at the fame time the whole fyftem 
of his philofophy. But neither you nor IJ are 
fuch enemies to thofe of his fect, as not to be 
inclined to pardon an enthufiafin of this fort 5 
efpecially as it is a prejudice (if it be a pre- 
judice) that arifes from the weaknefs, not the 
wickednefs, of his heart. But I muft not forget 
to mention another inducement, which engaged 
me to apply to you in his favour. I will in- 
troduce it by affuring you, that I look upon 
Atticus as my brother: and indeed there is no 
man who has a more confiderable fhare of my 
heart, or from whofe friendfhip I derive greater 
fatisfaction *. It is in purfuance of his moft 
earneft intreaty, as well as of Patro’s, that I 
make the prefent application. And tho’ Atticus 
is by no means of a temper to be importunate, 
* The friendfhip which fubfifted between Cicero and Ar- 
tteus is fo well known even to the moft common reader, that 
it would be impertinent to make it the fubyect of a notet 
as it would be forcign to the purpofe of thefe remarks, 
to enter into the character of that celebrated Roman, 
who 1s only mentioned incidentally in this place, and bears 


No part in the correfpondence contained in the prefent col« 
étron, 


+ nor 
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A.U.7oz, nor has any ambitious purpofes of his own to 
“vw oratify ; yet he has defired me, with all the ar- 
dour imaginable, to exert my utmoft intereft 
with you inthis affair. Not that he is influ- 
enced by his particular attachment to this fect ; 
for he has too much learning as well as jude- 
ment, to be a bigot to their unphilofophical 
tenets: but he is fwayed intirely by his friend- 
fhip for Patro, and the efteem he entertained 
for his predecefior in this college, the worthy 
Phedrus. He is perfuaded that my influence 
with you is fo great, that the flighteft intimation 
from me would prevail with you to relinquith 
your right to this edifice, even tlto’ you had in- 
tended to make ufe of it for your own purpofes. 
If he fhould hear therefore, that notwithftand- 
ing you have no fuch defign, I have neverthelefs 
proved unfuccefsful in my application ; he will 
have a worfe opinion of my friendfhip than of 
yours, and imagine I did not fufficiently enforce 
his requeft. I intreat you then to fignify to 
your agents at Athens, your confent to the 
repeal of the decree of the Areopagites °, which 
has been made in relation to this ftiucture. 
Neverthelefs, I will end as I began, and again 
* The Arcopagites were magiftrates who prefided in the 


fypreme council and court of judicature at Athens, called 
the Areopagus. 


§ affure 
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aifure you, that although nothing will be more 
acceptable to me, than your compliance in the 
picfent inftance; yet I prefS§ it no farther than 
as it may co-incide with your own inclinations. 
Farewel, 


LETTER XXVIII. 
To Marevs Cotrrus*. 


XOULD you ferioufly then imagine, iny 
friend, that I commiffioned you to fend 

me the idle news of the town ; matches of ela- 
diators, adjournments of caufes, robberies, and 
the reft of thofe uninterefling occurrences, which 
no one ventures to mention to me, even when I 
am in the midit of them at Rome? Far other 
are the accounts which I expect fiom your 
hand: as I know not any man whofe judg 
mnt in politics I have more reafon to value. 
I should efteem it a mifemployment of your 
talents, even were you to tranfmit to me thofe 
more important uranfactions that daily arife in 
the republic ; unlefs they fhould happen to 
relate immediately to myfelf. There are other 
lefs penetrating politicians, who will fend me 
intelligence of this fort: and 1 fhall be abun- 


© Thi. letter, as well as the preceding one, was written 
flum Athens. and i an anfwer to the 25th of this book, 
Pp 272 
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AU.702. dantly fupplied with it likewife by common 
“—v—— fame. In fhort, it 1s not an account either of 
what has lately been tranfacted, or is in prefent 
agitation, that I require in your letters: I 
expect, as from one whofe difcernment is 
capable of looking far into futurity, your opi- 
nion of what is hkely to happen. Thus, by 
feeing a plan, as it were, of the republic, I 
fhall be enabled to judge what kind of ttru¢cture 
will probably arife. TLitherto, however, I have 
no reafon to charge you with having been neg 
ligent in communicating to me your prophetic 
conjectures. For the events which have lately 
happened in the commonwealth, were much be- 
yond any man’s penetration: I am fure at ieaft 
they were beyond mine. 

I pafled feveial days with Pompey 7 in con- 
verfation upon public affairs: but it is neither 
prudent, nor poffible, to give you the parti- 
culars in a letter. In general, however, I will 
affure you, that he is animated with the moft 
patiiot fentiments *, and 1s prudently prepared, 

7 Sce rem 8. p.275. of this vol. 

* Cicero fo often changed his opinion, or 71 leaft his 
language in regard to Pompey, that it 1c difficult to de- 
termine what his true fentuments of him were It 13 pro- 
bible, however, that he here {peaks the diftates of his real 
thought , not only as he gives che fame account to Atticus, 
bar becauie Pompey received him with particular civility : 


a cicumftince which feems at all umes to have had a 
ery confideruble influence upon Cicero’s judgment, con- 


as 
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as well as refolutely determined, to att as the A.U.s0% 
intereft of the republic fhall require. I would “v"~ 
advife you therefore wholly to attach yourfelf 

to him: and believe me, he will rejoice to em-= 

brace you as his friend. He now indeed en- 

tertains the fame opinion both with you and 

myfelf, of the good and ill intentions ®of the 

different parties in the republic. 

I have fpent thefe laft ten days at Athens ; 
from whence I am this moment fetting out. 

Duiing my continuance in this city, I have fre- 
quently enjoyed the company of our friend 
Gatlus Caninius *% 

I recommend all my affairs to your care and 
protection, but particularly (what indeed js my 
piincipal concern) that tny refidence in the pro- 
vince may not be prolonged’. I will nor 


cerning the charaéters and defigns of men. Vid. Aa@ Ait. v. 
y Fe 

9 [t appears by the sth letter of the preseding book, 
that when Pompey was exhibiting his entertainments at 
the opemng of hs celebrated theatre ; Cicero was engaged 
in the detence of one Gallus Canmius. Manutiys con. 
jectures thit this 1s the fame perfon, who in confequence 
of that impeachment, was now, he fuppoles, an exile at 
Athens 

4 The fucceffion to the feveral provinces, wa? ufually 
annual. As Cicero entered upon his government much 
againit his mclinations, he was extremely uneafy Jef by 
anv accidental circumftances of the reyublic, he fhould be 
conunued in it beyond the expiration of his yeah The 
province was a fcene by no means furtable to his temper or 
talents . and he was umpatient to return to the Forum, and 
the fenate, where he :smagined he could fhine with a much 


U 2 pre- 
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ee yor. prefcribe the methods you fhoukd employ for 
that purpofe : as you are the moft competent 
judge by what means, and by whofe interven- 

tion, it may be befteffected. Farewel. 


July the 6th. 


LETTER XXIX. 


Marcus Corxiius? to CICERO. 


Y E 5, my friend ; Meffalla > is moft cer- 
tainly acquitted : and acquitted too, not 
only by a majority in the feveral orders * which 


more advantageous luitre. His condu&t however was in no 
part of his life fo unqueftionably laudable, as in his admi- 
niftration of Cilicia . as will appear, perhaps, from the re- 
matks on the followmg book. 4d Art. v. 10. 15. 

7 Tt feems probable from one of the epiftles to Atticus, 
that Cicero received this letter at Gyarus, a lite ifland in 
the Agzan fea: at which he touched in his voyage to 
Cuncia. Ad Att. v. 12. 

3 Marcus Valerius Meffalla, was conful in the year of 
Rome 700 The corrupt meafures which he, as well as 
the reft of thofe who were jomt-candidates with him, 
purfued, in order to fecure their eleétion, were fo extra- 
vagantly protufe, as to occafion the intereft of money to 
advance to double the ufual rate. It was for thofe illegal 
y aGices,*that ne was this year brought upon his trial. Ad 

tiv. 15. 

* The bench of judges, by a late regulation of Pompey, 
‘was compofed of ienators, kights, and certain officers 
always chofcn fiom among the Plebeians, called Trebum 
@1ayit, who in modern language might perhaps be ftiled, 
auditors of the treafury. ‘Thefe judges (f{omewhat in the 
nature of our juries) were divided into three claffes, agrees 
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compofe the bench of judges, but by every in- AU. 708. 
dividual member of each refpeétive clafs, J ““-" 
give you this as a fact within my own know- 
ledge: for I was prefent when their verdict was 
delivered. You muft not imagine, however, 
that the world is convinced of his innocence: 
on the contrary, never was there an event more’ 
unexpected, or which raifed fo univerfal an in- 
dignation. For my own part, even with all 
_my prejudices in his favour, I was under the ut- 
moft aftonifhment when I heard him pronoun- 
ced not guilty: and indeed it was a circumftance 
I fo little expected, that I was actually prepar- 
ing to condole with him on the reverfe. What 
muft have been the furprife then, of others lefg 
biaffed in his behalf! The whole affembly, in 
truth, warmly exclaimed againft the judges: 
and very ftrongly intimated, that they looked 
upon them as guilty of the moft infufferable 
ccrruption. My friend, in the mean time, is 
in much greater danger than he was before : as 
he will now moft affuredly be indiéted on the 
Licinian law®. I muft not forget to add, that 


ably to their refpective orders, and gave their verdict by 
Ballots. ‘ 

5 The author of this law was M. Licinus Craffys, whe 
he was conful with Pompey an. urb. 698. It was called 
de Sodalttits : by which feems to have been underitood an 
unlawful making of parties at cleftions. See Ken, R. dateg, 


p- 177+ ay 
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A.U. yor. the day after his trial, his advocate Hortenfius ° 
| Se=yemw! appeared in Curio’s theatre?: with a view, I 
fuppofe, of receiving the general congratula- 

tions. But he no fooner entered than lo! 


The hifs contemptuous, and indignant roar, 
With thunder harfb the rending concave tore. 


This circumftance is fo much the more obferv- 
able, as Hortenfius has pafied on to a good old- 
age, without ever having before been thus in- 
fulted. But it broke out upon him with fo 
much violence in the prefent inftance, that it 
might well fuffice for a whole life: as I am 
perfuaded indeed, it occafioned him heartily to 
repent of the victory he had obtained, 

I have no political news to fend you. Mar- 
cellus has dropped the defign*®, upon which he 
was lately fo intent: but not fo much from in- 
dolence, I*believe, as prudence. It is wholly 


* Hogtenfius was uncle to Meffalla ; and the only orator 
of this age whcfe eloquence flood in any degree of compe- 
tition with Cicero’s. See vol. un. p. 45. Fem. 5. 

7 This theatre was ereted by Curio on occafion of 

thofe games which he exhibited im hongur of his father’s 
memory. See rem.6 p. 236. of this vol. 
_ * Ceelius in this mnftance was not fo happy in his con+ 
jeCtures, as Cicero reprefents him in the foregoing letter, 
For Marcellus had not dropped the defign, to which Ce- 
hus here alludes: as appears, not only from the authority 
cited inrem. 7 p. 275. of this vol but alfo from one of 
his own fubfequ nt epiftles. See the 7¢h letter of the fol- 
lowing book, p. 359. 
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uncertain who will be our fucceeding confuls. A.U.702. 
As to my own purfuits; there are two competi- 
tors with me for the AXdilefhip: the one really 
is, and the other would fain be thought, a 
man of quality. In fhort, Marcus Odtavius 9 
and Caius Hirrus * are candidates with me for 
that office *. I mention this, as I know your 


9 No particular account can be given of the perfon here 
mentioned. It 1s certain however, he was not the fame 
Oétavius, who was father of Auguftus Cafar, For it ap- 
pears by the epiftles to Atticus that the latter was governor 
of Macedonia long before the time when this letter was 
written: and confequently could not now be a candidate 
for the office of Edile. 

* Hirrus was a warm partizan of Pempey: but if Ci- 
cero, who was his declared enemy, may be ciedited, he 
wae of a charaéter more likely to prejudice than advance 
any caufe he fhould efpoufe. For he reprefents him as an 
empty, conceited coxcomb, who had the mortification to 
ftand unrivaled in the good opimon he entertaimed of his 
own merit and importance. O Di: / (fays he, {peaking of 
Hirrus in a letter to his brother) O Diz / quam eneptus 3 quam 
Je ipfe amans fine reval: ! Yet atime came when Cicero did 
not fcruple to court the friendfhip of this man, whom he fo 
saouch affected to defpife. and when be was making intereit 
to obtain the honour of a triumph for his exploits in Cilicia, 
we find him applying to Atticus for his good offices, in 
order to clofe the breach between Hirrus and himfelf C1- 
cero feems indeed upon many occafions to have recollected 
too late, that in popular governments, a man who 15 not 
fuperior to the ambition and interefts of the world, can 
fcarcely make a contemptible enemy. 4d Q.F. in. 8. dd 
Art. vil. a. 

2 The Aldiles were af two kinds, plebeian and curule: 
and it was the latter office that Ceelas was at this time 
fohciting. They had the care of the ‘icmples, ‘Theatres, 
and other public ftruftures. they were the judges hkewife 
in all caufes relanve to the felling or exchanging eftates. 
Refi . Sntig. 


U4 con- 
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A.U.702. contempt for the latter will raife your impa- 

‘em tience to be informed of the event of this elec- 
tion. J intreat you, as foon as you fhall hear 
tha I am cholen, to give proper directions 
about the Panthers? : and in the mean time, 
that you would endeavour to procure the fum 
of money which is due to me on the bond of 
Sittius. 

I fent my firft collection of domeftic news 
by Lucius Caftrinius Petus: and J have given 
the fubfequent part to the bearer of this letter. 
Farewel, 


3 It was cuftomary for the Ediles to entertain the poople 
with public fhews twice during their ofhce. The prmecipal 
part of thefe entertainments confifted m combats of wild 
beafts of the moit uncommon hinds, Manut. 


LET- 
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LETTER XXX, 
From the Same. 


WN the truth, my friend: have I not AU.7o0z. 

verified what I could not perfuade you to 
believe when you left Rome, and written to you 
as frequently as I promifed? I am fure at Jeaft, 
if all my letters have reached your hands, you 
muft acknowledge that I have been a more 
punétual correfpondent than yourfelf. Iam the 
more regular in my commerce of this kind, as 
it 1s the only method I have of amufing thofe 
few vacant hours I can fteal from bufinefs, and 
which I ufed to take fo much pleafure in paffing 
with you. 1 greatly, indeed, lament your ab- 
fence, and Jook upon it, not only as haviug re- 
duced me, bur all Rome in general, to a {tate 
of total folitude. When you were within my 
reach, I was carclefs enough to let whole days 
flip by me without feeing you: but now you 
are abfent, 1 am every moment regretting the 
lofs of your company. Thanks to my noble 
competitor Hirrus, for giving me an additional 
reafon thus frequently to wifh for you. Ic 
would afford you high diverfion, in truft, to 
obferve with what a ridiculous aukwardnefs this 
formidable 
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A.U 702. formidable rival of yours, endeavours to con- 
“-y—— ceal his mortification, in finding that my in- 
tereft in the approaching eleftion * is much 
ftronger than his own. Believe me, however, 
it is more for your gratification than mine, that 
I am defirous you may foon receive fuch an ac- 
count of his fuccefs in this purfuit, as I know 
you wifh. For as to myfelf, his difappointment 
may poffibly prove a means of my being chofen 
in conjunction with a collegue, whofe fuperior 
finances will draw me, J fear, into much incon- 
venient expence. But however that may be, I 
fhall rejoice if Hurrus fhould be thrown out: as 
it will fupply us with an inexhauftible fund 
of mirth. And this appears likely enough 
to prove the cafe: for the difguft which the 
people have conceived againft the other candi- 
date Marcus O€tavius, does not feem to have 
any great effect in leffening their many objections 
to Hirrus. 
As to what concerns the behaviour of Philo- 
timus, in relation te Milo’s eftate*® ; [ have en- 


* Hirrus ftood in competition with Cicero fur the office 
of Augur, when the latter was chofen. 


s See the preceding letter. 

© Milo having been fentenced to banifhment ; (See rem. 
1. p. 9g7. of this vol.) his eftate was fold for the bene- 
fit of his creditors. Philotimus, a freed-man of Cicero, 
bought this eftate in partnerfhip with fome others, at an 
under-value. It was thought ftrange, that Cicero fhould 
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deavoured that he shall aé& in fuch'a manner as A.U.702. 
to give full fatisfa@tion to Milo and his friends, 
and at the fame time clear your character from 
all imputation, 

And now I have a favour to beg in my turn: 
let me intreat you, when your leifure fhall per- 
mit (as I hope it foon will) to give me an inftance 
of your regard, by infcribing to me fome of your 
literary performances. You will wonder, per- 
haps, at the oddnefs of this requeft: but I am 
very defirous, I confefs, that pofterity fhould 
fee, among the many ingenious monuments you 
have ereéted to friendfhip, fome memorial like- 
wife of the amity which fubfifted between us. 
You who poffefs the whole circle of fcience, will 
beit judge what would be the moft proper fub- 
ject for this purpofe: but I fhould be glad it 


fuffer Philotimus, who acted as a fort of a ftetvard in his 
family, to engage in a purchafe of this kind, which was 
always looked upon as odious, and was particularly fo in 
the prefent cafe. for Cicero had received great obligations 
from Milo. Accordingly the latter complained of it in the 
Jetters he wiote to his friends at Rome. This alarmed 
Cicero for his reputation. and he feems to have written to 
Ceelius, as he did to feveral others of his correfpondents, 
to accommodate this affair in the way that would be moft 
to his honour. It was not eafy however entrely to vindi- 
cate him upon this article: for tho’ he pleaded in his yufti- 
ficauon an intent of ferving Milo; yet it appears very 
evidently from his letters to Atticus upon chis fubyedt, that 
he fhared with Philctimus in the advantages of the pur- 
chafe. Afeon. in orat. pro Muon. Ad Att. v. 8. Vis 4. 5- 
See alfa Mong. rem. far les let. & Att. vol iy p. 48. 


might 
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AU.702, might be of a kind that will take in the greateft 

“~7 number of readers, and at the fame time bear a 

proper relation to my gwn ftudies and character. 
Farewel, 


LETTER XxXxXI, 
To Appius PuicHeEr. 


Arrived at Tralles 7 on the 27th of July, 

where I found Lucilius waiting for mye with 
your letter, which he delivered together with 
your mefiage. You could not have employed 
upon this occafion a more friendly hand, or one 
who is better qualified to give me light into 
thofe affairs, concerning which I was fo defirous 
of being informed. Accordingly I liftened ta 
his accounts with great attention: as I read 
your letter with much pleafure. 1 will not re- 
mind you of the numerous good offices which 
have paffed between us: fince that part of my 
laft, you tell me, tho’ extremely agrecable to 
you, was by no means neceffary. I entirely 
agree with you indeed, that a well-confirmed 
friendfhip, needs not to be animated with any 
memorials of this nature. You mutt allow me, 
however, to return thofe acknowledgments I fa 


7 A city in Afia Minor. : 
juftly 
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juftly owe you, for the obliging precautions A.U. 70x 
which I find by your letter you have taken, in “7™ 
order to eafe me in the future functions of my 
government. Highly acceptable to me as thele 

your generous fervices are, can IJ fail of being 

defirous to convince both you and the world, 

that I am moft warmly your friend? If there 

be any, who pretend to doubt of this truth, it 

is rather becaufe they wifh it otherwife, than 

becaufe it is not fufficiently evident. If they 

do not yet perceive it however, they certainly 

fhall; as we are neither of us fo obfcure that 

our actions can pafs unregarded : and the proofs 

I purpofe to give, will be too confpicuous not 

to force themfelves upon their obfervation. But 

1 will not indulge myfelf any farther on this 
fubje&t ; chufing to refer you to my actions 

rather than my profeffions. 

As I find the route I propofed to take, has 
raifed fome doubt in you, whether you fhall be 
able to give me a meeting; I think it neceflary 
to explain that matter. In the converfation 
which I had with your freed-man Phanias at 
Brundifium, I told him I would land in any 
part gf the province that fhould be moft con- 
venient to you. Accordingly he mentioned 
Sida; as being the,port, he faid, where you 
intended to embark. It was my refolution 

therefore . 
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AU.702. therefore to have failed thither: but meeting 
v=’ afterwards with our friend Clodius at Corcyra *, 
he diffuaded me from that defign; affuring me 
that you would be at Laodicea on my arrival. 
¥ fhould have preferred the former as being 
much the neareft port, and indeed the moft 
agreeable to me: efpecially as I imagined it 
would be fo to you. But ycu have fince, it 
Seems, altered your plan: and therefore you 
now can beft fettle the meafures for our inter- 
view. As for myfelf, I propofe to be at Lao- 
dicea? about the firft of Auguft: where I thall 
continue a few days in order to get my bills ex- 
changed. From thence I intend to go to the 
army ; fo that I hope to reach Icontum * towards 
the 13th of the fame month. But if any acci- 
dent fhould prevent or retard thefe defigns, (as 
indeed I am at prefent far diftane both from the 
places and the purpofes of my deftination) I will 
take care to give you as frequent and as expedi- 
tious notice as poflible of the feveral times and 
ftages of my journey. I neither ought, nor in 
truch, defire, to lay you under any difficulties : 


& An ifland in the Toman fea, at which Cicero touched 
in his voyage to Cilicia. It 1s now ¢alled, Corfou, and 
belongs to the republic of Vemece. 

9 A city in Phrygia, firuated on the river Lycus. 

* A principal city in the province of Cilicia, It ftill 
fubfifts under the name of Cogn: ; and belongs to the Tur- 
kilh dominions, 

however, 
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however, if it might be effetted without incon- AU. 702. 
venience to yourfelf, it feems greatly for our “~V~” 
mutual intereft that we fhould have a conference 
before you leave the province. Neverthelefs, if 
any difappointment fhould obftruct our inter- 
view, you may ftill rely upon my beft fervices ; 
and with the fame fecurity as if we had met. 
In the mean while, I fhall forbear to enter upon 
the fubject of our affairs by letter, till I defpair 
of talking them over with you in perfon. 
I fpent the three days I continued at Ephe- 
fus*, with Scevola*. But though we entered 
very freely into converfation, he did not men- 
tion the leaft word of your having defired him 
to take upon himfelf the government of the 
province, during the interval between your 
leaving it and my arrival. I wifh, however, it 
had been in his power (for I cannot perfuade 
myfelf it was not in his inclination) to have 
complied with your requeft. Farewel. 


* A very celebrated city in Ionia, fituated not far from 
Smyrna. 


3 He was probably either quaftor, or lieutenant, ta 
Appius. 
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LETTER XXXII. 
Marcus Cozrrus to CIcERO. 


OU are certainly to be envied, who have 

every day fome new wonder to enjoy: as 
your admiration receives conftant fupplies in the 
accounts of thofe ftrange events that happen 
amongft us. Thus, with what aftonifhment will 
you hear that Meffalla‘*, after having been ac- 
quitted of his firft impeachment, was condemned 
on a fecond ; that Marcellus * is chofen conful ; 
thac Calidius ° after having loft his election, 


* He was coufin to the prefent conful Marcus Marcellus. 
The readcr will find an account of him in the farther pro- 
grefs of thefe remarks. 


5 In the text he is called Marcus Claudius: but Manu- 
tius and Corradus both agree in the reading here adopted ; 
which 1s likewife confirmed by Pighius. He was compe- 
titor for the confulate with Marcellus, mentioned in the 
preceding note. The wonder therefore in thefe two in- 
ftances, was, (as Mr Rofs obferves) that Marcellus fhould 
be chofen conful who was an avowed enemy to Cafar : 
while Calidius, though {upported by the Cafarian party, 
loft his eleétion. 


© Calidius was one of the moft agreeable urators of his 
age: as Cicero, who has drawn his character at large, 
informs us. His fentiments were conceived with uncom- 
mon delicacy: as they were delivered in the moft correct, 
perfpicuous and elegant expreflion. His words were fo 
happily combined together, and accorded with each other 
in fuch a well-adjuited arrangement, that Cicero, by a 


% was 


t 
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was immediately impeached by the two Galli; 4-U.7oz, 
and that Dolabella’ is appointed one of the 
Quindecimvirs *! In one article however, you 
are a lofer by your abfence ; as it deprived you 
of a moft diverting fpectacle in the rueful coun- 
tenance which Lentulug’ exhibited, when he 
found himfelf difappointed of his eleftion. It 
was an event for which he was fo little prepared, 
that he entered the field in all the gay confidence 
of victory: whilft his competitor Dolabella, on 
the contrary, was fo diffident of fuccefs, that if 


very trong image, compares his ftile to a piece of besu- 
ufal ja lal Wore, His metaphors were fo juflly imagined, 
and fo properly introduced, that they rather feemed to arife 
Spontaneouily our of his fubject, than to have been tranf- 
planted from a foreign foil. His periods at the fame time, 
were exquifitely mufical. They did not however lull the 
ear with one uniform cadence; but were artfully diver- 
fified with all the various modulations of the moft fkilful 
harmony. In fhort, if to inftruét and to pleafe had been 
the fingle excellencres of an orator ; Calidius would have 
merited the firft rank ia the Roman Forum. But he forgot, 
that the principal bufinefs of his profeffion was to animate, 
and to inflame. Cue. de clar. orat. 274. 

7 A particular account will be given of him in the notes 
on the following book. 

® They were the prefiding magiftrates at the Apdllina- 
rian and fecular games, and entruited likewife with the care 
of the Sibyllane oracles. See Mr. Ro/s on this epiftle. 

9 There “is fome variation among the Mfs. in the read- 
ing of this name. The beft commentators however fup- 
pafe, that this perfon ig the.f@me who was advanced to the 
cotifulthip two years after the'date of this letter: that is, 
in the year of Rome zogi Ir appears he was a competitor 
with Dolabella for the office of Quindecimvir. 


Vou. I. x our 
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A.U.yo2. our friends of the Equeftrian order had not been 
“ev >too wife to have fuffered him, he would have 
tamely retreated without the leaft conteft. But 
as much difpofed as you may be to wonder at 
our tranfaétions, you will not be furprifed, I 
dare fay, when I inform you that Servius, the 
Tribune eleét, has been tried and convicted ; 
and that Curio *° is a candidate to fucceed him. 
This laft circumitance greatly alarms thofe who 
are unacquainted with the real good qualities of 
Curio’s heart. I hope, and indeed believe, he 
will act agiecably to his profeffions, and join 
with the fenate in fupporting the friends of the 
republic. I am fure at leaft, he is full of thefe 
defigns at prefent: in which Czfar’s conduct 
has been the principal occafion of engaging him. 
For Czfar, tho’ he fpares no pains or expence 
to gain over even the loweft of the people to his 
intereft , has thought fit to treat Curio with 
fingular contempt. The latter has behaved with 
fo much temper upon this occafion, that he, 


"° See rem. ¥. p. 217. of this vol. 


** The account which Dion Caffius gives of Czxfar, ex- 
aGly coriefponds with what Coelius here aflerts. For it 
appears from this hiftorian, that Caefar, when he could not 
by diret means fectre Seetst in his intereft, infinuated 
hintfelf by proper appli s into the pood graces of the 
favourite flave- and by condefcenfions of this political kind, 


he gained over many perfons of principal rank in Rome. 
Dio, xl. p- 149. 
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who never acled with artifice in all his life’, is A.U.70% 
fufpected to have diffembled his refentment in 

order the more effeétually to defeat the fchemies 

of thofe who oppofe his election: I mean the 

Laelii and the Antonii, together with the reft of 

that wonderful party. 

I have been fo much engaged by the difficul- 
ties which have retarded the feveral elections, 
that I could not find leifure to write to you 
fooner : and indeed as I every day expected they 
would be determined, I waited their conclufion, 
that I might give you at once an accountef the 
whole. But ir is now the firft of Augitt, and 
they are not yet over; the elections of preetors 
having met with fome unexpected delays. As to 
that in which I am a candidate, I can give you 
no account which way it is likely to be decided: 
only it is generally thought that Hirrus will 
not be chofen. This is collected from the fate 
that has attended Vinicianus, who was a candi- 


"2 If Curio did not ad with artifice in the prefent in- 
ftance: (of which however there is great reafon to doubt) 
it is certain at leaft, thet he was far from being fo inca- 
pable of affuming that character, as Coclus here reprefents 
him. On the contrary, it appears by the concurrent tefti- 
mony of the anttent hiftortans, that he fetretly favoured 
the caufe of Czfar, long before he avowed his party. And 
Dion Caffius in parncylar affures us, that Curio, at the 
fame time that he pretended to a& in concert with the ene- 
mies of Cefar, was orly gaining their confidence in order 
to betray them. Fel. Paterc. u, 48. Dio, xl, p. 149. 
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A.U.702z. date for the office of Plebeian Adile". That 
foolith project of his for the nomination of 
a didtator * (which we formerly, you may 
remember, expofed to fo muct ridicule) fud- 
denly turned the election againift him: and the 
people expreffed the loudeft acclamations of 
joy at his repulfe, At the fame time Hirrus 
was univerfally called upon by the populace to 
give up his pretenfions at the enfuing election. 
I hope therefore you will very foon hear that 
this affair is determined in the manner you wifh 
with refpect to me, and which you fcarce dare 


promife yourfelf *, 1 know, with regard to 
Hirrus. 


As to the ftate of the commonwealth; we 
begin to give up all expeétation that the face of 


3 The Plebeian /Ediles were chofen out of the com- 
mons: and were in fome refpects a fort of coadjutors to the 
‘Tribunes. 

4 "The cd&ator was a magiftrate invefted with fupreme 
and abfolute power. but was never created unlefs on emer- 
gencies of great and fudden danger, which required the 
exertion of an extraordinary authority. Accordingly it 
was on occafion of the difturbances that happened at Rome 
in the year 700, (See rem. g. p 256. aad oan 5. p 263. 
of this vol.) that fome of the fricnds and dlatterers of 
Pompey propofed him for this office.  Vinicianus and Hir- 
rus were the principal promoters of this {uheme- but it was 
fo unacceptable to the people in general, that this fingle 
cucumftance, it appears, turned the ele€tion againft the 
former ; and probably was the chief reafon that the latter 
was likewife difappointed of the A:dilefhip. See let, 29. of 
this book, p. 295. dd. Q. F. ni. 8. 

*5 Becaufe Hirrus was {upported by Pompey. 


public 
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public affairs will be changed. However, at a A.U.708. 
meeting of the fenate, holden on the 22d of the 
laft month in the temple of Apollo, upon a de- 
bate relating to the payment of the forces com- 
manded by Pompey “, mention was made of 
that legion, which, as appeared by his accounts, 
had been lent to Cefar: and he was afked, of 
what number of men it confifted, and for what 
purpofes it was borrowed. In fhort, Pompey 
was pufhed fo ftrongly upon this article, that he 
found himfelf under a neceffity of ‘pramifing to 
recall this legion out of Gaul: but he added at 
the fame time, that the clamours of his enemies 
fhould not force him to take this ftep too pre- 
cipitately. It was afterwards moved, that the 
queftion might be put concerning the ele¢tion 
of a fucceffor to Cefar. Accordingly the fenate 
came to a refolution that Pompey (who was 
juft going to the army at Ariminum ”, and is 
now actually fet out for that purpofe) fhould be 


6 Pompey, tho’ he remained in Rome, was at this time 
governor of Spain. which had been continued to him for 
four years at the end of his late confulfhip. It was the pay- 
ment of his troops in that province, which was under the 
confideration of the fenate. Plut. sn ust. Pomp. 

37 Now called Rimini, fituated upon the Rubicon: a 
river which divided Italy fromshat part of the Roman pro 
vince called Cifalpine Gaul. The army here- mentioned, 
is fappofed to be part of thofe four legions which were de 
creed to Pompey tor the fupport of his government in Spain, 
Vid. Plat. thd, 
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A.U.702. ordered to return to Rome with all’ expedition, 
that the affair relating so a general election of 
new governors for all the provinces, might be 
debated in his prefence. This point, J imagine, 
will be brought beforé the fenate on the 13th 
of this month: when, if no infamous obftacles 
fhould be thrown in the way by the tribunes ™, 
the houfe will certainly come ta fome refolu- 
tion. For Pampey, in the courfe’ of the debate, 
let fall an intimation, that he ‘ thought every 
“ man owed @bedience to the authority of that 
“ affembly.” _ Hpwever, I am impatient to 
hear what Paulus, the fenior conful ele&, will 
fay when he delivers his opinion upon this 
queftion, 

I repeat my former requeft in relation to the 
money due to me on the bond of Sittius: and 
I do fo, that you may fee it is an article in 
which I am greatly interefted. I muft again 
likewife intreat you to employ the Cybirate ', 


*® Some of the tribunes, together with Sulpicius one of 
the prefent copfuls, were wholly in Caefar’s intereft. They 
thought, or pretended to think, that 1t was highly unjuit 
to diveft Cxlar of his government, before the ume was 
completed for which 1t had been decreed? and of which 
there now remained about two years unexpired. Dayo, xl. 
p- 148. : 

‘9 «« Cibyra was a city of Phrygia major, fituated upon 
« the banks of the river Meander, and gave name to one 
“‘ of the thefe Afiatic dioccfes which were under the' jurif- 
«diction of the governor of Cilcia.”? Mr. Rof, 


n 
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in order to procure me fome Panthers. Ihave only A-U.70a, 
to add, that we have received certain accounts a 
of the death of Ptolemy *°. Let me know 
therefore what meaftires you would advife me. 

to take upon this occafion; in what condition 

he has left his kingdom; and in whofe hands 

the adminiftration is placed. Farewel, 


Auguft the fir. 


LETTER XXXII. 
To the Sathe. 


OW far you may be alarmed at the inva- 
fion ' which threatens your Province and 
the neighosring. countries, I know not: but 


2° Ptolemy Auletes: of whom an account has been 
given in the notes on the firft book, By the following in- 
quiries which Coelius makes, it 1s probable he was one of 
thoie who had lent money to that king when he was at 
Rome, foliciting the fenate to affift him with troops for 
the recovery of his dominions. See rem. 2. p. 51 of this 
vol. 

_? The Parthians, having lately obtaine@ 2 moft fignal 
yittory over Craffys, (an account of whofe unfortunate ex- 
pedition has already been given in the courfe of thefe notes) 
were, preparing to make an incurfion into the Roman pro- 
vinces that lay contiguous to their dominions, Accordingly 
they foon afterwards executed this defign by invading Syria 
and Cilicia: as will be related at large in the letters of the 
following book. “a 

Tite kingdom of Parthia is now included in the empire 
of Perfia: of which it makes a very confiderable pro- 


vance, 
X 4 for 
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A.U.703. for myfelf, I confefs, I am extremely anxious 
for the confequence, Could we contrive indeed, 
that the enemiys forces fhould be only in pro- 
portion to the number of yours, and juft fuffi- 
cient to entitle you to the honour of a triumph? ; 
there could not be a more defirable circum- 
ftance. But the misfortune is, if the Parthians 
fhould make any attempt, I well know it will 
be a very powetful one: and I am fenfible at 
the fame time, that you are -fo little in a con- 
dition to oppofe their march, that you have 
fcarce troops to ‘deferid a fingle defile. But 
the world in general, will not be fo reafonable 
as to make the proper allowances for this cir- 
cumftance. On the contrary, it is expected 
from a man in your ftation, thagehe ¢hould 
be prepared for every occurrence that may 
arife ; without once confidering whether he is 
furnifhed with the neceffary fupplies for that 
purpofe. Iam ftill the more uneafy upon your 
account, as I forefee the contefts concerning 
affairs in Gaul, will retard the nomination of 
your fucceffor: and tho’ I dare fay, you have 
already had this contingency in your view, yet I 
thought proper to apprife you of its probabi- 

* No general could legally claim this honour, unlefs he 


had a 5000 of the enemy in one engagement? Val, 
Max. it. 


lity, 
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lity, that you might be fo much the more early AU. voz, 
in adjufting your meafures accordingly. I need “~~ 
not tell you that the ufual artifices will undoubr- 
edly be played off. A day will be appointed 
for confidering of a fucceffor to Cefar: upon 
which fome tribune 3 will interpofe his negative; 
and then a fecond will probabig*deciare, that 
unlefs the fenate fhall be at giberty to-put the 
quettion freely concerning afJ‘the provinces in 
general, he will not fuffer it to be debated with 
regard to any in particular.’ Ard thus we fhall 
be trified with for a confidetablé time poffibly, 
indeed, two or three yeafs Yay be {pun out by 
thefe contemptible artsf i>. Om 

If any thing new had occurred in public af- 
fairs, I fhould, as ufual, have fent’ you thé ac- 
count, together with my fentiments thereupon : 
but at prefent the wheels of our politicaf tnachine 
feem to be altogether motionlefs. Marcellus is 
ftill purfuing his former defigns concerning the 
provinces: but he has not yet been able to af- 
femble a competent number of fenators. Had ¢ 
this mation been brought on the preceding year, 

3 See rem. 18. on the foregoing letter. 

¢ There is an obfcurity in the original, which the com- 
mentators have endeavoured to diffipate by various read- 
ings. None of thetr conjectures, however, appear fo much 
to the purpofe, as that of an ingenious gentleman, to whofe 


animadverfions I have already acknowledged myfelf in- 
debited. See rem, © p. 197. of this vol. My judicious friend 


and 
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and had Curio at the fame time been tribune; 
it would probably bave fucceeded: wut as affairs 
are now circumftanced, you are fenfible how 
eafy it will be for Ceafar, regardlefs as he is 
of che public interet when it ttands in compe- 
tition with his own, to obftruct all our proceed- 


ings. Farewsh. . 


Le Te R XXXIV. 
Brom. she: Same. 


ILL yow -tip#-be furprifed when I tell 

you af the vittory I have gained over 
Hirrus*? Burt if you knew how eafy a con- 
que. he proved, you would blufh to think, 
that fo-powerlefs a competitor once ventured to 
ftand forth as your rival*. His behaviour fince 
this repulfe, affords us much diverfion: as he 
now affects upon all occafions to act the patriot, 
and vote againit Celar. Accordingly he inlifts 
upon Cerefar’s being immediately recalled: and 
fuppofes that fome words of the fame import with thofe 
which are diitmguifhed by italics in-the tranflation, have 
been omitted, by the careleffnefs of traricribers; a fuppo- 
fition extremely probable, and which folves the principal 


difficulty of the text 
S At the election for curunle Addes, Seetet. 29. of this 


* Asa candidate with Cicere fer the office of Augur. 
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moft unmercifully inveighs againft the conduct A.U. 704, 
of Curio. In a word, as little converfant as ““w"” 
he is in the bufinefs of the Forum, he is now 
become an advocate profeffed ; and moft magna- 
nimoufly pleads the caufe of liberty*, You 
are to obferve however, that it is only in a 
morning he is feized with thefe: yiolent fits of 
patriotifin : for he is generally much go ele- 
vated in an afternoon to defeeng into fo grave a 
character. 

I mentioned in one.of my former, that the 
affair of the provinces would come before the 
fenate on the 13th of the.daf month: never- 
thelefs by the intervention of Marcellus, the 
conful ele&t, it was put off-to the firft of this 
inftant. But when the day arrived;,.they could 
not procure a fufficient number of fgnators to,be 
prefent. It is now the fecond of September, 
and nothing has yet been done in this bufinefs: 
and I am perfuaded it will be adjourned to the 
following year. As far as I can forefee there~ 
fore, you muft be contented to leave the admi- 
niftration of your province in the hands of fome 
perfon, whom you fhall think proper to ap- 
point for that purpofe: as I am well convinced 


2 Inftead of agw caufas heerahs, as in the common edi- 
tions,: I read with Gronovius, agit caufam drbertatss. 


you 
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A.U.702. you will not foon be relieved by a fucceffor. 
For as Gaul muft take the fame fate with the 
reft of the provinces; any attempt that fhall 
be made for fettling the general fucceffion, will 
certainly be obftruéted by Cafar’s party. Of 
this I have not the leaft doubt: and therefore I 
thought it neceffary to give you notice, that you 
may be prepared to act accordingly. 

I believe I have reminded you of the Pan- 
thers, in almoft every one of my letters: and 
furely you will not fuffer Patifcus ta be more 
liberal in this article than yourfelf. He has 
made Curio a prefent of no lefs than half a 
{core: great therefore will be your difgiace, if 
you fhould not fend me a much larger num- 
ber. In the mean time, Curio has given me 
thofe he received from Patifcus, together 
with as many more from Africa: for you are 
to know, it is not only in granting away the 
Jands of the 7 public, that the generous Curio 
difplays his liberality. As to yourfelf, if you 
can but charge your memory with my re- 
queft, you may eafily procure me as many of 
thefe animals as you pleafe: it is only fending 
“for fome of the Cybirate to hunt them, and 
iffuing forth your orders likewife into Pam- 

7 This feems to allude to fome attempts which Curio had 


lately made to revive tho Agrarian flaw, See rem. 13. 
Pp» 165. of this vol. 
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phylia; where, | am told, they are taken in A.U.702, 
great abundance. I am the more folicitous 
upon this article, as I believe my collegue and 
i fhall exhibit our games feparately; fo that the 
whole preparation for them muft lie fingly 
upon myfelf. I know you love eafe as well 
as I do: but I fhould be glad if you could 
by any means prevail with yourfelf to part with 
a little of it upon the prefent occafion. In good 
earneft, you wil] have no other troubie, than 
merely to give your commands: as my people, 
whom I have fent into your province in order 
to recover the money due to me from Sittius, 
will be ready to receive the Panthers and convey 
them into Italy. It is probable likewife, if 
you fhould give me any hopes of fucceeding in 
my requeft, that I may fend a reinforcement to 
amit them. 

I recommend Marcus Feridius, a Roman 
knight, to your protection and friendfhip, who 
comes into Cilicia to tranfaét fome bufinefs re- 
lating to his private affairs. He is a young man 
of great worth and fpirit: and his father is my 
very particular friend. He holds an eftate under 
Certain cities in your governmeat, of which he 
is defirous to procure the enfranchifement: and 
I am perfuaded he iray eafily obtain his points, 
by the intervention of your good offices. Your 

employing 
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A.U.z02z, employing them upon this occafion, will indeed 

“~~ be doing an honour to yourfelf: as it will oblige 

two men of great merit, who, I will venture 

to affure you, are not capable of proving un- 
grateful. 

You were miftaken when you imagined that 

Favonius * was oppofed by the more contemp- 

tible part of the people: on the contrary, it 

was all the better fort that voted againft him. 

Your friend Pompey openly declares, that Ca- 

far ought not to be admitted as a candidate for 

the confulfhip, while he retains his command 

in the province ®, He voted however, againtt 

pafling a decrce for this purpofe at prefent. 

Scipio ' moved, that the firfk of March next, 


* He was a great admirer and imitator of the virtues 
and manners of Cato: as he was alfo in the number of 
thofe who affaflinated Cafar. Manutius conjectures, that 
he was at this time chofen praetor. Plut. 2a wit. Pomp. Dio, 
alvin. p. 356. 

9 Pompey, who contributed more than any man to the 
advancement of Cwfar’s power, had lately procured a law, 
by which the perfonal appeaiance of the latter was dif- 
penfed with m folicrung the coniular office. But Pompey 
now began to repent of 2 concefuon fo entirely unconfti- 
tutioral not that his own defign: vere more favourable to 
the hbernes of Rome, than thole of Cefar: hus as difcover- 
ing at laft that they could not both fubfift together. His 
piefent oppofition however, was as impotent, a5 his former 
comphances were impolitic; and only tended to bring on fo 
much the fooncr his own duthudtion together with that of 
the repubhe, 2d. ad Att. vm. 3. 

* Metellus Scipio. he was chofen conful by Pompey the 
latter end of the laft yea, agreeably to a power with which 
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might be appointed for taking into confidera- a.U.702. 
tion the nominating a fucceffor in the Gallic “77 
provinces; and that this matter fhould be pro- 
pofed to the houfe feparately and without blend- 
ing it with any other queftion. Balbus Corne- 
lius * was much difcompofed at this motion : 
and I am well affured, he has complained of it 
to Scipio in very {trong terms, 
Canidius defended himfelf upon his trial with 
much eloquence: but in the impeachment which 
he afterwards exhibited, he fupported his charge 
with little force or fpirit. Farewel. 


he was invefted by the feuate, for nominating his collegue. 
Pompey likewife marricd his daughter, the amiable Cor- 
nelia- who added to the charms of her perfon, every mo- 
ral and intelleétual qualification that could render her the 
moft eflimable and accomphthed of her fex. And yet with 
all thefe extraordinary endowments, fhe was ftill more 
diftinguifhed by thet fingular modefty and humility with 
which they weie accompanicd. It is Plutarch who gives 
her this chaaéter upon which Monfieur Dacier remarks ; 
Fe dows ctre plus persuade qu'un autre, que l’eloge que Plutarque 
donne @ Cornel, peut n'etre port flatté. “7’a: un exemple 
domfirquc, que prouve que beaucoup a’ ciprit et de favorr, et de 
grands talens pexvent se trowver dans une femme, ct étre accom- 
pagrés dune moceftre adi grande et plus eftumable encore que Jes 
talents. May I add my fuffrage to that of this celebrated 
critic, by declaring from the fame dumettig.experience, that 
uncommcen knowledge and a fuperior underftanding, are 
perfedtly confiftent with thofe more valuable qualities of the 
heart which conftitute the principal grace and ornament of 
the female character. Plat. in vit. Pomp. Les vies de Plut. 
par Da. vol v. p. 498. rem. 89 

* He was inviolably atiached to Cefar, and feems to have 
been the principal manager of his affairs at Rome. 


LET- 
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LETTER XXxXvV. 


To Marcus Marcettus’, conful. 


Very warmly congratulate you on your rela- 
tion Caius Marcellus being elected to fucceed 
you: as I fincerely rejoice in your having re- 
ceived this happy fruit of your pious affection to 
your family, of your patriot-zeal to your country, 
and of your illuftrious deportment in the con- 


3 He was diftinguifhed by a long line of anceftors, 
who had borae the moft honourable m¥ices in the repubhic: 
as he himfelf was advanced to the confular dignity this 
year, in conjunction with Servius Sulpicius Rufus. It 1s 
mentioned to the credtt uf both thefe ilultrious magittrates, 
that they were chofen without having employed thofe cor- 
rupt and violent meafures, which were at this period fo 
generally praétifed. and Marcellus, in particular, had re- 
commended himlelf to the people by the fuperior grace and 
energy of his cloquence. Jt has already been obferved in 
thefe remarks, that he was extremely zealous in promoting 
the decree by wh.ch'Cafas was recalled fiom his province, 
and which forwaided the flames of that unhappy civil 
war, which foon afterwards broke out to the deftruétion of 
the commonweath. Upon that occafion, Marcellus took 
the part of Pompry But after the battle of Pharfaha, he 
threw down his arms, and witidi: w to Mitylena, the ca- 
pital of Lefbos, where he purpefed tu devote the remainder 
of his days to a philofopnical reuremcent. But being per- 
fuaded by his friends, and particalariy by Cicero, to accept 
the clemency of the vito: ; he at length yielded to their 
foheatation. and was pieparing to icturn home, when he 
was cruclly afiailnated by a man who had been in the 
number of his chents. ‘The reader will find a particular 
account of this murde:, together with fome other circum- 
fiances corcermng Marcellus, mm the farther piogrets of 
thefe letters and remarks. Suet. an vit. Tiber. 1. Deo, xd. 
p14. Cr. de char. orat. 250 cf. Lam. i. 12. 
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fular office. I can eafily imagine the fentiments A.U.702. 
which your a]drefs upon this occafion has cree “~~ 
ated in Rome: and as to myfelf whom you have 
ent to thefe far d:(tant parts of the globe, be- 
lieve me, I fpeak of it with the higheft and moft 
unfcigned applaufe. I can with ftriét truth af- 
fure you, that I have ever had a particular at- 
tachment to you from your earlieft youth: and 
1 am fenfible, you have always fhewn by your 
eencrous offices in promoting my dignities, that 
you deemed me worthy of the moft diftingusfh- 
ed honours. But this late inftance of your ju- 
dicious management in procuring the confulfhip 
for Marcellus, together with the proof it affords 
of the favour in which vou ftand with the re- 
public, has raifed you ftill higher in my efteem. 
It 1s with great complacency, therefore, that I 
hear it obferved by men of the firft diftinction 
for fenfe and merit, that in all our words and 
actions, our taftes and ftudies, our principles 
and purfuits, we bear a ftrong refemblance to 
each other. The only circumftance that can 
render your glorious confulate ftill more agree- 
able to me, will be your procuring a fucceffor 
to be nominated to this province, as foon as 
poffible. But if this cannot be obtained ; let 
me intreat you at leaft not to fuffer my con- 
tinuance here to be prolonged beyond the time 
Vou. I. Y limited. 
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A.U.702. limited by your decree and the law which paffed 

ey 
for that purpofe. In a word, I hope upon all 
occafions to experience in my abfence, the bene~ 
fit of your friendthip and protection. Farewel. 

P. S. I have regeived fome intelligence con« 

cerning the Parthians: but as it is not at prefent 
fufficiently confirmed, I forbear to communicate 
the particulars to you. For as I am writing to 
a conful, my letter, perhaps, might be confider- 
ed as an information to the fenate. 


LETTER XXXVI. 
To Caivs Marcezus *, conful eleét. 


J Received great pleafure in hearing of your 
advancement to the confulate. May the 
gods give you fuccefs in the enjoyment of this 
honour; and may you difcharge its important 
duties in a manner worthy of your own illuftri- 
ous character and that of your excellent father! 
You have my beft wifhes indeed upon this oc- 
cafion, not only from affection, but gratitude, 
and in return to thofe warmeft inftances of your 

* He was coufin german to Marcus Marcellus, to whom 
the preceding letter is addrefled; and by whofe interefl, in 
conjundtion with that of Pompey, he was elected to fucceed 
him in the confular office. He purfued the polities of his 


illuftrious relation and predeceffor, by firmly oppofing the 
views of Calar. Duo, xi. 
friendfhip 
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friendfhip which I have ever experienced in al] AU.702 
the various incidents of my life. Many and im- “~~~ 
portant are the obligations likewife which I have 
received from your father, both as my prote¢tor 

in adverfity, and as having contributed to adorn 

my profperity. I muft add alfo to this family- 

lft of my benefactors, your worthy mothers 

whofe zealous fervices in behalf both of my per- 

fon and dignities have rifen much higher than 

could have been expected from one of the tender 

fex. Being then, as I moft certainly ought, en- 

urely devoted to your family; let me earneftly 

intreat your friendfhip and protection ig my ab- 

fence. Farewel. 


LETTER XXXVII. 


To Caius Marcetius', 


HE advancement of your fon to the con- 

fular dignity, and your enjoying a pleafure 
you fo much wifhed to obtain, are circumftances 
which afford me a very uncommon fatisfaction. 
They do fo not only upon his account, but 
yours, whom I efteem as highly deferving of 
every advantage that Fortune can beftow. Let 


’ Father of Caius Marcellus, to whom the foregoing 
letter is written. 
> me 
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A.U.7c2. me acknowledge at the fame time, that I have 

—— eaperienced your fingular good-will towards me, 
both in the adverfe and profperous feafons of my 
life: and indeed, my welfare and honours have 
been the zealous concern of your whole family. 
I fhall be extremely obliged to you therefore 
for making my fincere and particular congratu- 
lations upon this occafion to that excellent wo- 
man, your wife. To which requeft I will only 
add, that I intreat the continuance of your friend- 
fhip and protection in my abfence. Farewel. 


LETTER XXXVII. 


To Lucius Pautus®, conful elect. 


H10’ I never once doubted, that in con- 

fideration of your moft illuftrious family, 
and of thofe important fervices you have your- 
felf likewife rendered to the commonwealth, you 
would be unanimoufly eleéted conful; yet the 
confirmation of this defirable news, afforded me 
an inexpreffible fatisfaction. It is my fincera 


© He was coilegue with Caius Marcellus, mentioned’ in 
the lait note. He fet out in his adminiftration, 1t was 
thought, with principles agreeable to thofe of his affociate. 
Bat Cafar perfectly well knew how to make him change 
his fentiments: and by proper applications to his avarice 
and profufion, he added him to the number of his fapple 

mercenaries, Plus. in vst. Pomp, 
with, 
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wifh, that the gods may give fuccefs to your A.U.7o2. 
adminiftration, and that you may acquit your- “~Y"~ 
felf of this honourable and important truft, as 
becomes your own charaéler and that of your 
diftinguifhed family. 1 fhould have thought 

myfelf extremely happy to have been piefent at 

your election, and to have contributed thofe fer- 

vices which your extraordinary favours to me 

require. But as the unexpected government of 

this province has deprived me of “hat pleafure ; 

I hope I fhall have the fatisfaction of feeing you 

at leaft, in the worthy exercife of your confular 

office. For this purpofe, I moft earneftly in- 

treat you not to fulfer me to be injurioully con- 

tinued in this province beyond the expiation of 

my year: a favour which I fhall efteem as a 

very confiderable addition to thof inflances of 
friendfhip, I have already received at your hands, 

Farewel. 
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LETTER I. 


To the Confuls, the Prators, the Tiibunes of 
the people, and the Senate. 


HE many obftructions I met with in ay.ro2 

my way to this province’, both by fea —~—v 
and land, prevented "me from reaching it 
fuoner than the laft of July. I thought it my 
* Cicero’s province comprehended not only Cilicia, but 


Pamphyla, Lycaonia, part of Phrygia, and the ifland of 
Cyprus, together w.th fome other lefs confiderable appen- 


Y 4 firft 
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A.U.702. firft duty on my arrival, to fee that the Militia 
—Y— and Garrifons were in good order ; being articles 
in which the intereft of the republic is prin- 
cipally concerned. Accordingly I have taken 
all proper meafures to that end: tho’ I cannot 
forbear adding, that I have been enabled to 
effect this, more by my own care and diligence, 
than from any fupplies I was furn.fied with for 
that purpofe. Having thus adjufted my muil- 
tary picparations, and receiving daily intelli- 
gence that the Parthians had actually invaded 
Syria; I thought it advifeable to move with my’ 
forces through Lycaonia, Ifaurica, and Cappa- 
docia. It feemed highly probable indeed, if the 
enemy had any defign of a.ternpting an irrup- 
tion into my province, that they would direct 
their route thro’ Cappadocia; as being a coun- 
try that could give them the leaft oppofition. 
I marched therefore into that part of Cappa- 
docia which lies contiguous to Cilicia, and en- 
camped at Cybiftra: a town at the foot of 
Mount Taurus. I had a double view in lead 
ing my troops to this place. The firft was, 
that in whatever difpofition Artuafdes, king of 
Armenia, ftood towaids us, he might be fen. 


dages. Cilicia was firft added to the Roman provinces by 
Pubhus Servilius, furnamed Ifauricus, in the year of Rame 
680. dd Att. v.21. Am. Marcellin. xiv. % 


fible 
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fible that a Roman army was not far from his A.U.7o2. 
‘Srmptiers ; and in the next place, that I might “~~ 
be as near as poffible to Deiotarus*: a prince, 
1 well knew, extremely our friend, and whofe 
counfel and affiftance might prove of great ad- 
vantage in the prefent conjuncture. As foon as 
I had finifhed my encampment, bdecached my 
cavalry before me into Ciicm, Phisl did in 
order to confirm the feveral cities in thar part of 
my province in their allegiarice, by*iving them 
nouce of my arrival: apd likewife that I might 
have the earlieft intelligence of what was tran{fact- 
ing in Syria. During the three days that I conti- 
nued in this camp, I was engaged in difcharging 
a commiiion equally neceffary and important. 
I had reccived your exprefs commands to take 
2 Ee was prince of Galatia: a country bordering on 
Phrygia. He diftmguihed his zeal for the republic in ail 
the Afiatic wars in which the Romans were engaged du- 
ung his regn, ard was particularly ferviceable to Pompey 
in his expedition againtt Mithndates- for which he was 
honoured by the fenate with the title of king. Some time 
after the battle of Pharfaha, (in which he joined with Pom- 
pey) his own grandfon came to Rome with an impeach. 
ment againft him. He pretended that Deiotarus formed a 
defign, when C.efar was his gueft as he lately pailed thro’ 
his dominions, of affaffirating that general. ‘This caufe 
{cems to have been pleaded in (C2efar’s own houfe. where 
both Cicero and Biutus appeared as advocates for Deiota- 
rus. The fpeech which tie former mace upon this occa. 
fion, is fill extant: ard 1f an orator may be credited m 


the character he gives of his clicnt, this prince was endowed 
with every royal virtue. Orat pro Devt. 


the 
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A.U.7o2. the worthy and faithful Aricbarzanes* under 
“<r my particular protection; and te defend box 
his perfon and his kingdom to the utmolt of my 
power. In your decree which pafied for this 
purpofe a clavfe was inferted, declaring that 
“ the welfare of this province was much the 
“© concerm of the people and fenate of Rome:” 
an hongur’which was never before paid to any 
potentate:. Far thisreafon, I thought it became 
me t0 fipnify to Him im perfon, the diftinétion 
which you had conferged vpon him. I ac- 
quainted him thesefére,‘in the prefence of my 
council, with the iaftructions you had given me 
in his behalf: andscalled upon him to let me 
know if there was any inftance in which he had 


3 The kingdom of Cappadocia, of which Ariobarzanes 
was monarch, was of a very large extent, comprehending 
the gicater part of thofe counties, at prefent under the 
Ottoman dominion, which are now called Amafia, Genec, 
and Tocat. It appears however by the letters to Atticus, 
that this kingdom was fo extremely impoverifhed, that the 
crown was almoft wholly deftitute of any revenues a cir- 
cumftance to which Horace alludes in one of hus epiftles, 


Mancipits locuples eget arts Cappadocum Rex. 


The inftance that Plutarch gives of the great fearcity of 
money among thefe people 1s indeed almoft incredible, if 
what the annent geographers affert be true, thet their coun- 
try abounded in filver mmes: for that hiftorian tells us, that 
when Lucullus was carrying on the war agamft Mithridates 
in this part of the world, an ox fold in Cappadocia for about 
four-pence, and a flave for fix-pence. 4d Ait. vi. 1. Hor, 
opi &. Plat. in vit. Luculls, 


occafion 
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occafion for my feivice, I affured him at the 
sealg time on my own part, that I offered him 
my protection with the utmoft zeal and fidelity. 
He begin his fprech with expreffing a proper 
fenfe of the hizh honour thus conferred upon him 
by the people atid fenate of Rome, He then 
addreffed his acknowledgments to mae in parti- 
cular, for having executed my commiffion in 
fuch a manner as to convifice him both of the fin- 
cerity with which I proffered him my good offices, 
and of the {trong injunétions I had recewed from 
the republic for that purpofe. 

It gave me great Yatisfaction to hear him fay 
in this our firft interview, that he nather knew, 
nor indeed fufpected, any defigns to be carrying 
on cither again{t his life, or his crown. After 
I had congratulated him upo# fo happy a cir- 
cumftance, and eahorted him, in remembrance 
of his father’s fate, carefully to obferve the ad- 
monitions of the fenate in being particularly 
cautious of his perfon; he took his leave, and 
returned to Cybiftra. The next day however 
he paid mea fecond vifit in my tent, accom- 
panied by his brother Ariarathes, together with 
feveral venerable old minifters of his late fa- 
ther: who, in a very plaintive and affecting 
manner, all joined with him in imploring my 
protection. Upon my inquiring, with much 
furprize, 


23% 


A.U. 702. 
Seaver yetamadt 
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A.U.702. furprize, what fudden accident had occafioned 
this unexpected vifit; he told me that he '-. 
juft received certain information of a defign to 
feize his crown: that thofe who were apprifed 
of this confpiracy, had not the courage to dif- 
clofe it till my arrival, but in confidence of 
my protection had now ventured to lay open 
to him the whole plot; and tnat the difaffected 
party had actually made treafonable applications 
to his brother: of whofe fingular loyalty and 
affection, he expreff'd at the fame time, the 
ftrongeft affurance. This account was confirmed 
to me by Ariarathes himfelf, who achnowledged 
that he had been folicited to accept the govern- 
ment: which in effect, he faid, was avowing 
their intention of deflroying Ariobarzanes, as 
he could never wcign during his brother’s life. 
He added, that he had not acquainted the king 
with thefe treafonable overtures before, as being 
apprehenfive for his own perfon, if he had ven- 
tured to reveal them fooner. When he had 
finifhed, I exhorted Ariobarzanes to take all 
proper precautions for his fecurity: and then 
turning to the approved and exper:enced mini- 
fters of his father’s and grand-father’s reign, I 
reminded them of the cruel fate that had at- 
tended their late iovereign, and admonifhed 

them 
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them to be fo much the more particularly vigi- A.U. 702. 
iM in protecting their prefent. 

The king requefted me to fupply him with 
fome troops both of horfe and foot; which 
however I refufed, notwithftanding I was im- 
powered, and indeed direéted, to do fo by your 
decree. The truth 1s, the daily accounts 1 re- 
ceived of what was tranfaéting in Syria, rendered 
it expedient for the intereft of the republic, 
that I fhould march my whole army with all ex- 
pedition to the borilers of Cilicia. Befides, as 
the confpiracy againft Ariobarzanes was now 
fully deteéted, he appeared to be in a condition 
of defending his crown without the affiftance of 
a Roman army. I contented myfelf therefore 
with giving ham my advice + and recommended 
it to him, 4s the firlt art of government, to 
found his fecurity on the affections of his 
people. With this view, I perfuaded him to 
exert his royal authority in the prefent conjunc- 
ture, no farther than neceffity fhould require, 
and againft thofe only whom he perceived to be 
moft deeply engaged in the plot: as for the reft, 
that he fhould grant thema free and general 
pardon. To which I added, that the beft ufe 
he could make of my army, was to intimidate 
the guilty from perfevering in their defigns, 
rather than aCtually to turn it againft them: and 

that 
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A.U.702. that when the decree of the fenate in his favour 

“~— fhould be generally known, the difaffected part: 
would be well convinced that I fhould not fail 
of affifting him purfuant to your orders, if oc- 
cafion required. 

Having thus encouraged him, I ftruck my 
tents: and am now proceeding on my march 
to Cilicia. I had the fatisfation in leaving 
Cappadocia to refle&, that my arrival had won- 
derfully, and indeed almoft providentially, deli- 
vered that monarch from a confpiracy which 
was upon the very point of taking effect. This 
reflection was fo much the more agreeable to 
me, as you had, not only voluntarily and with- 
out any application for that purpofe, honoured 
Ariobarzanes with the acknewledgment of his 
regal title, but had particularly recommended 
him to my protection, and exprefsly declared in 
your decree that his fecurity was highly your 
concern. I judged it proper therefore to fend 
you this minute account of what has paffed in 
relation to Ariobarzanes, that you might fee 
with how much prudence you had long before 
provided againft a contingency, which had well- 
nigh happened. And this I the rather do, as 
that prince appears to be fo faithfully attached 
to the republic, as well as endowed with fuch 
great and excellent qualities, as to juftify the 

extraor- 
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extraordinary zeal you have fhewn for his in- AU 7o2. 


tegeft, a 


LETTER II. 
To Tuermus, Propretor *. 


UCIUS Genucilius Curvus, has been Jong 

in the number of my moft intimate friends : 

and indeed no man poffeffes a worthier, or more 
grateful heart. I recommend hina therefore, 
moft warmly and entirely to your protection ; 
befeeching you to affift him upon every occafion 
that fhall not be inconfiftent with your honour 
and dignity. This is a reftriction, however, 
which I might well have fpared: as I am fure 
he will never make you a requeft unworthy 
either of your character, or his own. But I 
muft particularly intreat your favour in relation 
to bys affairs in Hellefpontus. In the firft place 
then, I beg you would confirm the grant of cer- 
tain lands which was made to him by the city 
of Parion ‘, and which he has hitherto enjoyed 
+ Quintus Minucias Thermus, was pretor in the year of 
Rome 7o1. At the expiration of his office he was appomted 
proprator or governor of that part of the Afiatic conunenr, 
flied Afia proper. which included Lydia, lonia, Cana, 
Myfia, and part of Phrygia. Cicero {peaks of ham ina 
letter to Atticus, as exercuing his adminiftration with great 


integrity, dd Ait. vi. 1. 
5 A city in Hellefpont. 


x without 
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~ 


A.U.702. without moleftation: in the next place, that if 

Sv any inhabitant of Hellefpontus fhould contre 
vert his rights of this kind, you would direct 
the caufe to be heard in that diftri&. But after 
having already affigned him waolly to your pa- 
tronage, it is unneceflary to point out particular 
articles wherein I requeft your good offices. To 
fay all then in one word; be affured I fhall 
confider every inftance wherein you fhall ad- 
vance either his honour or his intereft, as fo 
many immediate favours conferred upon myfelf. 
Farewel. 


LETTER IU. 


To Appius Putcuer. 


HO’ IT am by no means difpofed tm be 
more favourable to myfelf than to you, in 
judging of the part we have refpectively ated to- 
wards each other; yet when I reflect on our late 
mutual behaviéur, I have far greater reafon to be 
fatisfied with my own conduét than with yours. 
As I knew the high rank which Phanias juftly 
poffeffes in your confidence and efteem ; I inquir- 
ed of him when we met at Brundifium, in whac 
part of the province he imagined you chofe I 
fhould 
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fhould receive the refignation of your govern- A.U.yoas 
ment. He affured me it would be extremely “~~ 
apteeable to you if I landed at Sida %, For 
this reafon, notwithftanding I could not have 
made fo fplendid an entrance from that city, 
and it was inconvenient to me likewife upon 
many other accounts; yet I told him I would 
certainly comply with your inclinations. Some- 
time afterwards I had a conference with your 
friend Clodius, at Corcyra: and I always con- 
fider myfelf as talking to you, whenever ®afh 
converfing with him. I repeated therefore the 
fame promife I had given to Phanias: and af- 
fured him that I intended to purfue the route 
which the latter had marked owt tome. Clo- 
dius made many acknowledgments upon this 
occafion in your naine: but intreated me to 
change my defign and proceed directly to Lao- 
dicea. For it was your purpofe, he faid, to 
advance towards the maritime part of the pro- 
vince, in order to embark as foon as poffible. 
He added at the fame time, that it was from 
your great defire to fee me that you had deferred 
your departure: for had aay other perfon been 
your fucceffor, you would not have waited his 
arrival, And this indeed correfponded with the 


® A fea-port town of confiderable noté in Pamphylia. 
Vou. I, Zz letters 


338 Tus LETTERS BooxIV. 


A.U.702, letters I received from you at Rome: by which 

“v—" I perceived your great impatience to leave the, 
province. I informed Clodius that I would 
comply with his requeft : and with much more 
willingnefs, I told him, than i* I had been to 
have executed my firft engagement with Pha- 
nias. I therefore changed my plan, and imme- 
diately gave you notice of it with my own hand: 
which I find by your letter you received in due 
tigng » When I reflect upon my conduét in this 
inftance, I have the fatisfaction to be affured, 
that it is perfectly confonant to the ftricteft 
friendhhip. And now let me defire you to con- 
fider your behaviour in return. You were fo far 
then from waiting in that part of the province 
which would have given us the earlieft oppor- 
tunity of an interview; that you withdrew ” to 
fuch a diftance, as to render it impoffible for 
me to reach you within the thirty days limited 


7 It was ufual fo1 the governors of provinces when they 
entered upon their adminiftration, to pubhifh what they 
filed an ed: ; which was a kand of code or formulary of 
laws, by which they intended to proceed in the difpenfation 
of juftice. Cicero’s inftitutes of this fort, were founded 
upon maxims fo extremely different from thuie by which 
Appius had regulated himfelf, that the latter looked upon 
them as fo many indireét refle&jons upon his own unworthy 
conduét. And this feems to have been the occafion of his 
treating Cicero in the manmmer, of which he here, and ia 
other fibieqnent letters, fo much and fo juftly complains. 
Ad, Att. vie 1. 


(if 
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(if I miftake not) by the Cornelian law *, for A,U,702. 
our departure. This proceeding (to fpeak “~~ 
of it in the fofteft terms) mutt look with no 
friendly afpect in the eye of thofe, who are un- 
acquainted with our real fentiments towards each 

other: as it has the appearance of your in- 
duftrioufly avoiding a conference. Whereas 

mine, on the contrary, tauft undoubtedly be 
deemed conformable to whatever could be ex- 

pected from the ftrongeft and moft intimate 

union. 

In the letter I received from you before my 
arrival in the province, though you mentioned 
your defign of going to Tarfus°%, you ftill flat- 
tered me with hopes of a meeting. In the mean 
time, there are fome who have the malice, (for 
malice I fuppofe is their motive, as that vice 
indeed is widely diffufed among mankind ;) to 
lay hold of this plaufible pretence to alienate 
me from you: little aware, that I am not eafily 
fhaken in my friendfhips. They affure me, 
that when you had reafon to believe I was 
arrived in the province, you held a court of 


* This law was fo called, from its author Cornelius Sylta 
the dictator. 

% The capital city of Cilicia. It is celebrated by Strabo, 
for having once vied with Athens and Alexandria in polite 
and philofophical literature: but it is far more worthy of 
notice as being the birth-place of that great Apoftle of the 
Gentiles, St. Paul, ss 

zZ 2 judi- 
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A,U.70z, judicature at Tarfus; and exercifed fuch other 
“-v— ads of authority, as even thofe who have yet. 
fome little time unexpired in their muiniftry, do 
not ufually choofe to difcharge. Their infinu- 
ations, neverthelefs, are far from making any 
impreffion upon me. On the contrary, I rather 
confider you as having kindly eafed me of part 
of my approaching trouble: and I rejoice that 
you have thus abridged me of one fatiguing 
month, out of the twelve I muft pafs through 
in my government. To fpeak freely, however, 
there is a circumflance that gives me concern; 
and I cannot but regret to find, that out of 
the fmall number of forces in the province, 
there arg no lefs than three complete cohorts 
wanting + and J] know not in what part they are 
difperfed. But my principal uneafinefs is, that 
I cannot learn where I fhall fee you: and I 
fhould have fooner told you fo, if I had not 
concluded from your total filence both as to 
what you were doing, and where you propofed 
to give me an interview, that I might daily 
expect your arrival. 1 have therefore difpatched 
my brave and worthy friend Antonius, prefect 
of the Evocati', with this letter; and if you 
* Thefe were troovs conpofed of experienced foldiers 


who had ferved out their legal time, or had received their 
difmiffion as a reward of their valour. They ufvally guarded 


T think 
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think proper, you may deliver up to him the A.U.7oa. 
command of the troops: that I may be able “7 
to enter upon fome action ere the feafon is too 

far advanced. I had reafon to hope, both from 

our friendfhip and your letters, to have had 

the benefit of your advice upon this occafion: 

and indeed I will not even yet defpair of enjoy- 

ing that advantage. However, unlefs you give 

me notice, it is impoffible I fhould difcover 

either when or where I am to have that fatif= 

fa‘tion. Inthe mean while, I fhall endeavour to 
convince even the moft uncandid, as well as the 
equitable part of the world, that I am fincerely 

your friend. I cannot forbear faying neverthe- 

lefs, that thofe who are not difpofed to judge 

in the moft favourable manner, have fome little 

caufe to imagine that you do not bear the fame 
amicable difpofition towards me: and I fhall be 

much obliged to you for endeavouring to remove 

their fufpicions. 

That you may not be at a lofs what meafures 
to take in order to our meeting confiftently * 
the chief ftandard, and were excufed from the more fervile 
employments of the mulitary funétions. 

It appears by what follows, that this time was already 
elapfed, Mr. Rofs was aware of this difficulty; -and has 
folved it by fappofing that Cicero “ muft mean fome place 
€ ewitbout the limits of the province.”? For otherwife, Ci- 


ero’ requeft cannot be reconciled, that commentator gb 
Lses to the terms of the Cornelian law, 


23 with 
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A.U.702. with the terms of the Cornelian law: I think it 
neceffary to inform you, that I arrived in the 
province on the laft day of July; that I marched 
from Iconium on the 31ft of Auguft; and am 
now advancing to Cilicia by the way of Cappa- 
docia. After having thus traced out my route, 
you will let me know, in cafe you fhould think 
proper to meet me, what time and place will 
be moft convenient to you for that purpofe. 
Farewel. 


LETTER IV. 


To Marcus Cato} 


Thought it agreeable to our friendfhip to 
communicate to you the intelligence I have 
lately received. I am to inform you, then, that 
envoys from Antiochus, king of Commagene 4, 
arrived in my camp at Iconium on the 3oth 
of Auguft. They brought me advice that 
the king of Parthia’s fon, who is married, it 
feems, to a fifter of the king of Armenia, was 
advanced to the banks of the Euphrates ; that 
3 Some account will be given of this great and cele- 
brated patriot, in the notes on the firft letter of the follow- 
ing book. 


* Commagene was a part of Syria not fubjected to the 
Roman dominion, 


he 
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he was at the head of a very confiderable army A,U.7o2. 
compofed of his own nation, together with a “~~ 
large body of foreign auxiliaries: that he had 
actually begun to tranfport his troops over the 
river; and that 1t was reported the king of Ar- 
menia had a defign to invade Cappadocia. J 
have forborne to acquaint the fenate with this 
news, for two reafons. The firft is, becaufe the 
Commagenian envoys affured me that Antio- 
chus had immediately difpatched an exprefs to 
Rome with this account: and in the next place, 
knowing that the proconful Marcus Bibulus * 
had failed from Ephefus with a favourable wind 
about the 13th of Auguft, I imagined he had 
by this time reached his province, and would be 
able to give the fenate a more certain and parti- 
cular intelligence. 

As to my own fituation with refpect to this 
important war; it is my utmoft endeavour to 
find that fecurity from the clemency of my 
adminiftration, and the fidelity of our allies, 
which I can fcarce expect from the ftrength and 
number of my troops, I have only to add my 
intreaties that you would continue, as ufual, to 
favour me with your friendly offices in my ab- 
fence. Farewel. 


® Proconfal of Syria. 
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LETTER VY. 
To Tuermus, Propretor. 


LUVIUS Puteolanus diftinguifhes me 

upon all occafions with the higheft marks 
of efteem: indeed we are united in the ftricteft 
bands of amity. He, has fome affairs in your 
province: and unlefs hg fhould be able by my 
means to fettle them during your adminiftra- 
tion, he looks upon them as utterly defperate. 
This tafk my very obliging friend having af- 
figned to my care; I take the liberty (in confi- 
dence of that moft amicable difpofition you have 
ever difcovered towards me) of transferring it to 
yours; with this reftri¢tion, neverthelefs, that it 
do not engage you in too much trouble. I am to 
inform you then, that the corporations of My- 
lata and Alabanda * are refpectively indebted 
to Cluyius: and that Euthydemus affured me 
when I {aw him at Ephefus, he would take care 
that Syndics ° fhould be fent to Rome from the 
former, in order to adjuft the matters in contro- 
verfy between them, This however has nat 

3 Two cities of Caria, in Alia minor. 


® Thefe officers were a kind of folicitors to the treafury of 
their refpeftive corpotations. 
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been performed: on the contrary, I hear they A.U. 702. 
have commiffioned deputies to negotiate this 
affair in their ftead. But Syndics are the proper 
perfons: and therefore I intreat you to command 
thefe cities to difpatch thofe officers to Rome, 
that this queftion may be foon and finally de- 
termined. J am farther to acquaint you, that 
Philotes of Alabanda has afigned certain efects 
to Cluvius by a bill of fale. Bye. the time for 
payment of the money far which they are a 
fecurity, being elapfed ; I Dee you would com- 
pel him either to difcharge te debt, Hb to de- 
liver the goods to the agénts of Cluvius. My 
friend has likewife fome demands of the fame 
kind upon the cities of Heraclea and Bargylos ’. 
I befeech you therefore either to procure him 
fatisfaétion by an immediate payment, or to 
oblige them to put him in poffeffion of a pro- 
portionable part of their demefnes. The corpo- 
ration of Caunus * 1s alfo indebted to Cluvius: 
but they infift that as the money has been ready 
for him, and actually lodged in the temple, for 
that purpofe, he is not intitled to any intereft 
beyond the time the principal was fo depo- 
fited*, I intreat the favour of you to inquire 


7 In Caria. 
® This city was likewife in Caria, 
* This paffage is rendered in a fenfe very different from 
that m which all the commeniators have underftood it. 
Into 
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into the truth of the faét: and if it fhall appear 
that the fum in queftion was not paid into the 
facred treafury either in conformity to the ge- 


They take the expreffion, asunt fe pecumam depofitam babu- 
if to mean, that the Caumans pretended the money in 

ifpute was a depofity: and therefore that they were not 
Hable to pay intereft. But if we fuppofe the queftion be- 
tween the Caunians and Cluvius to have been, whether the 
fum he demanded, was, or was not, a depofite; the re- 
queft which Cicero afterwards makes, muft be highly un- 
jull fi mntellexerts Bos neque ex ediéto neque ex decreto depofitam 
baburffe, des operdm ut uferae Cluvto conferventur, For if they 

ere merély truftees, 1t could make no equ.table difference 
whether the money came to them by a judicial decree, or 
from a private hand: agd in either cafe it muft have been 
equally aed to. oblige them to pay intereft. Now 
this difficulty will be interely removed, by fuppofing that 
the expreffion depofitam babuffe, is periphraft:cal, and to 
be refolved into depofuge. And this 15 agreeable tn the 
idiom of the Latin language, as well as to the manner 
in which Cicero expreffes himfelf upon other occafions. 
Thus in his treatife De clar. orat. 147. babere cogn:tum Sce~ 
volam, is equivalent to cognofcere: as in Plautus wobis banc 
babeo edironem, 1s the fame as edtco, Pfeud. 1. it, 39. 
But if pecuntam depofitam habufé, is a circumlocution for 
depofurfe ; fome fubftannve muft be underftood to complete 
the fenfe: and accordingly, a paflage in the letters to At- 
ticus will not only point out the word required, but prove 
hikewife that depono is ufed in this elliptical manner. Ci- 
cero giving an account to Atticus of a tranfa¢tion relating 
to the claim of a debt due from the city of Salamis, in 
Cyprus; tells him, that deponere volebant. Ad Att. vi. 1. 
Which in another letter where he is {peaking of the very 
fame affair, he expreffes at full length. uf in fano depone- 
rent poftulantibus, fays he, non concefi, Ad Att. v, 21. And 
the laft cited ne will not only juftify, but explain, 
the fenfe contended for: as they prove that it was ufual 
where any controverfy arofe concerning the quantum of 
a debt, for the defendant to apply for leave to pay the 
money into fome temple: from which time it no longer 
carried intereft. ‘Thus Cicero tells Atticus that the intereft 
upon the debt due from the city of Salamis ought to have 
cealed, confiftere ufura debuit; and afligns this reafon for it 3 
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neral edict *, or fpecial decree, of the pretors A.U.702, 
to direét that Cluvius may have fuch a rate of “we! 
intereft allowed him, as is agreeable to the laws 
you have eftablifhed in thefe cafes. 
I enter with fo much the more warmth into 
thefe affairs, as my friend Pompey likewife 
makes them his own: and indeed, feems more 
folicitous for their fuccefs than even Cluvius 
himfelf. As I am extremely defirous that the 
latter fhould have reafon to be fatisfied with my 
good offices, I moft earneftly requeft yours upon 
this occafion, Farewel. 
deponere volebant : they were ready and defirous to have 
lodged it in the facred treafury, But in the cafe of Cluvius, 
if the Caunians had paid in the money without giving hun 
notice, (which might very poflibly have been the fact, if 
they had not ated under a judicial order) it was no unrea~ 
fonable requeft, to defire they might be compelled to pay 
the whole intereft up to the time when Cluvius fhould receive 
the principal. 


» By the term ed: is meant in this place, that formu- 
Jary of provincial laws explained m rem. 7. p. 338. of this 
vol. 
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LETTER VI. 


To the Confuls, the Prators, the Tribunes of 
the people, and the Senate. 


HE firft intelligence I received that the 
Parthians had paffed the greateft part of 
their army over the Euphrates, was extremely 
pafitive. However, as I imagined the procon- 
ful Marcus Bibylus could give you a more 
certain account of this event, 1 did not think 
it neceflary to charge myfelf with the relation 
of what mare immediately concerned the pro- 
vince of another. But fince my laft difpatch, 
I have been farther and more fatisfactorily 
affured of this faét, by feveral expreffes and 
deputations that have been fent to me for that 
purpofe. When I confider therefore the great 
importance of this news to the republic; that 
it is uncertain Iikewife whether Bibulus is 
yet arrived in Syria; and that I am almoft 
equally concerned with him in the condud& of 
this war; I deem myfelf obliged to communi- 
cate to you the purport of my feveral informa. 
tions. 
The firft advice [ received, was, from the 
ambaffadors of Antiochus king of Commagene: 
who 
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who acquainted me, that the Parthians* had 
actually begun to tranfporr a very confiderable 
body of forces over the Euphrates, But as it 
was the opinion of fome of my council, that no 
great credit was to be given to any intelligence 
that came from this quarter; I thought proper 
to wait for better information. Accordingly on 
the 19th of September, whilft I was on my 
march towards Cilicia, I was met by a courier 
on the frontiers of Lycaonia and Cappadocia, 
with an exprefs from ° Tarcondimotus: a prince 
efteemed the moft faithful of our allies on that 
fide the Taurus, and extremely in the intereft 
of the Romans. The purport of his difpatches 
was to inform“me, that a powerful body of 
horfe comrhanded by Pacorus, the fon of Orodes 
king of Parthia, had paffed the Euphrates, and 
were encamped at Tyba; and that the pro- 
vince of Syria was in great commotion. ‘The 
fame day I received an exprefs likewife to 
this purpofe from Jamblichus, an Arabian Phy- 
larch ', and one who has the general reputation 
of being a friend to the republic. Upon the 

8 His dominions lay on the fouthern fide of Mount 
Taurus, in a part of Cihcia which the Romans had not 


thought proper to annex to their provivce. A coin of this 
prince 1s fill extant. See Brbhoth, ravonée, Tom. xii. p. 


529 
4 The lord or chief of a clan. 
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A,U.702, whole therefore I came to a refolution of lead- 

—— ing my army to Tarfus*. I was fenfible, that 
our allies in general were far from being warm 
in our intereft; and were only waiting the 
opportunity of fore favourable revolution to 
defert us. I flattered myfelf however, that the 
lenity and moderation of my conduct towards 
fuch of them through whofe territories I had 
already paffed, would render them better in- 
clined to the Romans: as I hoped to ftrengthen 
Cilicia in its allegiance, by giving that part 
of my province an opportunity of experiencing 
alfo the fame equitable adminiftration. But I 
had ftill a farther inducement: I determined 
upon this march, not only in order to chatftife 
thofe who had taken up arms in Cilicia, 
but alfo to convince our enemies in Syria, 
that the army of the Romans, far from be- 
ing difpofed to retreat upon the news of their 
invafion were fo much the more eager to ad- 
vance. 

If my advice then has any weight, let me 
earneftly exhort and admonifh you to take pro- 
per meafures for the prefervation of thefe pro- 
vinces: meafures indeed, which ought to have 

2 In the original it is ad Taurum : but Mr. Rofs with good 


reafon fappofes there is an error in the text, and that it fhould 
be read ad Tarfum. 
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been coricerted long before, as you were well- A.U.7es, 
apprifed of thofe dangers which are now almoft ““" 
within my view. I need not inform you in 
what manner you thought proper to equip me 
when I was fent into this part of the world, 
under a full expectation of being engaged in fo 
important a war. If I did not however refufe 
this commiffion, it was not becaufe I was fo 
weak as to be infenfible how ill provided I was 
to execute it in a proper manner ; but merely 
in fubmiffive deference to your commands. The 
truth is, I have at all times willingly expofed 
myfelf to the utmoft hazards, rather than not 
teftify my implicit obedience to your authority. 
But the plain fact is, that if you do not fpeedily 
fend a very powerful re-inforcement into thefe 
provinces, the republic will be in the greateft 
danger of lofing the whole of her revenues in 
this part of the world. If your reliance is upon 
the provincial militia, be affured you will be 
extremely difappointed : as they are very incon- 
fiderable in point of numbers, and fuch mifer- 
able daftards as to run away upon the firft alarm. 
The brave Marcus Bibulus is fo fenfible of the 
nature of thefe Afiatic troops, that he has not 
thought proper to raife any of them; though he 
had your exprefs permiffion for that purpofe. 
As to the afliftance that may be expected from 
a our 
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AU. 7o2. our allies; the feverity and injuttice of- our go- 
vernment has either fo greatly weakened them 
as to put it out of their power to be of much 
fervice to us, or fo entirely alienated their affec- 
tions, as to render it unfafe to truft them. The 
inclinations however, and the forces too, (what- 
ever they be*) of king Deiotarus, I reckon 
as entirely ours. Cappadocia is wholly unfur- 
nifhed with any place of ftrength: and as to 
thofe other neighbouring princes our allies ; they 
are neither willing, nor able, to afford us any 
confiderable fuccours. Ill provided, however, as 
I am with troops, my courage, you may be af- 
fured, fhall not be wanting; nor, I truft, my 
prudence. What the event may prove, is alto- 
gether uncertain : I can only with that I may be 
in a condition to defend myfelf with as much 
fuccefs as I certainly fhall with honour. 

* Itis probable that Cicero did not at this time know 
their number . bur they were by no means inconfiderable. 
For it ae by a letter to Atticus that they amounted to 


12,000 foot, armed in the Roman manner, and 2,000 horfe. 
Ad Att. Vie Ie 
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LETTER VII. 


Marcus Coztivus to CicERo. 


HO’ J have fome political news to com- A.U.702. 
municate to you, yet I can acquaint you “~~~ 
with nothing, I believe, that will give you 
rnore pleafure than what I am going previoufly 
to mention. You are to know then, that Ru- 
fus‘, your favourite Sempronius Rufus, has 
been lately convicted of falfe accufation °, to 
the fingular joy of the whole city. This pro- 
fecution was occafioned by the following cir- 
cumftance. Rufus, foon after the exhibition of 


3 Cicero menuons this perfon in a letter to Atticus, as a 
man who had failed in the civilities he owed him, by not 
waiting upon him before he fet out for Cilicia: but at the 
fame time expreffes a fatisfaction in having by that means 
been {pared the trouble of a very difagreeable vifitor The 
epithet therefore which Cahus here gives to Rufus, mutt 
be undeiftood ironically. dd dit. v 2. 


¢ « The Roman laws were particularly fevere againft 
« thofe who were difcovered to have offended in this point. 
«In criminal caufes they mficted banifhment, and ord:aes 
“© amifio (the lofs of rank.) In civil caufes the plaintiff 
« generally depofited a fum of money, which he forferted 
«af he was found guilty of bringing a vexatious fut, Cu1- 
«< cero alludes to another punifhmen” of marktng a letter 
«upon the forehead of the falfe mformer, pro Rofc. Am. 
« 20. It was the Jetter K which was impreffed upon them: 
« that being the firft letter, according to the old orthogra- 
s phy, in the word Kalumna.” Mr. Ry. 
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A.U.702. the Roman games ’, was impeached by Marcus 
ev Tuccius: and being fenfible that the charge 
would be proved againft him, and that his trial 
muft unavoidably come on this year, unlefs 
fome other of an higher nature * intervened, he 
determined upon an expedient for that purpofe. 
Accordingly, as no one, he thought, had fo good 
a title to the honour of this precedence as his 
profecutor ; he preferred an accufation upon the 
Plotian Jaw ° againft Tuccius, for a violation of 
the public peace: a charge, however, which he 
could not prevail with a fingle perfon to fub- 
{cribe'. As foon as I was apprifed of this affair, 


7 Thefe games were inftituted by Tarquinius Prifcus, 
A U. 138. 1n honour of Jupiter, Juno, and Minerva. Their 
annual celebration commenced on the goth of September, 
and continued nine days. 

® It 1s probable, as Manutius obferves, that the judges of 
the prefent year were in general no friends to Rufus, which 
made him endeavour to meng his trial. The fame 
learned ¢ommentator remarks, that all trials were brought 
on in a regular rotation, unlefs in accufations that were 
conneéted with fome other caufe that had been immediately 
before adjudged, or in the cafe of impeachments for the 
violation of the public peace. Thefe, he proves by feveral 
inilances, were always determined preferably to all other 
caufes whatfoever. 

® The author of this law was P. Plotius, or Plautius, tri- 
bune of the people an. urb. 675. and the penalty inflicted 
by it was banifhment. 

* It feems to have been cuftomary for the profecutor in 
capital caufes to procure fome of his frends to join with 
him in figning the arucles of his impeachment. Thefe 
were ftiled jubjeriptores, and afted as a fort of feconds to 
him in this judicial combat. ‘They could not however be 


9 I flew 
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I flew to the affiftance of Tuccius, without wait- A.U.zae. 
ing his requeft. But when I rofe up to fpeak, “~~~ 
I forbore entering into a particular defence of 
my friend ; contenting myfelf with difplaying 
the charaéter of his adverfary in all its true and 
odious colours : in which you may be fure I did 
not forget the ftory concerning Veftorius, and 
his unworthy conduct towards you, 

I muft inform you likewife of another trial, 
which at prefent greatly engages the Forum. 
Marcus Servilius had been convicted of extortion 
in his office *: and I ventured to be his advocate, 
notwithftanding the popular clamour was ftrong- 
ly againft him, Servilius, however, having 
diffipated his whole eftate, and being utterly 
infolvent ; Paufanius' petitioned the pretor La- 
terenfis (and I fpoke likewife in fupport of this 


admitted into this affociation without a fpecial licence from 
the judges for that purpofe. Vd. Hottom. in @ Cecil. di- 
vn 1. 

2 The whole account of the following tranfactions con- 
cesning Servilius, pened (perhaps impenetrably) ob- 
{cure m the origital . and has exercifed the ingenuity of 
all the commentators to enlighten. The tranflator how- 
ever has ventured in fome in{ftances to depart from them: 
tho’ he acknowledges at the fame ume, that he 1s {carce 
more fatisfied with his own interpretation, than with 
then. 

3 Who this perfon was, or in what manner concerned 
in the prefent caufz, 15 altogether undifcoverable. Perhaps, 
as Mr, Rofs conjectures, he might have been the prole- 
cutor. 


A 
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A.U.702. petition) that he might be impowered to purfue 
“~~ the fum in queftion, into whofe hands foever it 
fhould appear to have been paid *, But this 
petition was difmiffed; the praetor alledging, 
that Pilius, a relation of our friend Atticus, 
had alfo exhibited articles of impecchment 
againft my client for a crime of the fame kind. 
This news immediately fpread throughout Rome: 
and it was generally faid in all converfations, that 
Pilius would certainly make good his chaice. 
Appius the younger was much difturbed at this 
report, as having a claim upon Seivihus, of 
eighty-one hundred thoufand fefterces >: a fum 
which he fcrupled not to avow, had been de- 
pofited in the hands of Servilius, in order to be 
paid over to the profecutor in an information 
againft his father, provided the informer would 
fuffer himfelf to be nonfuited. If you are fur- 
prifed at the weaknefs of Appius in thus ac- 
4 Tt appears, by a pafizse which Manutius produces 
from the oration im defence of Rabu.u., that m convic- 
tions of this kind the meney was recoverable by the Julian 


law from any hand, into which it could be proved to have 
been paid. Pro Ruder. Pof. 4. 


S About 65,367/. of our money. This fum muft ap- 
pear exceflive, uf confidered only with refpe& to the wealth 
of the prefent times. But Appius might well be enabled 
to give it, and it might have been extremely prudent in 
him hkewife to have done fo, if this profecution was 
(what feems highl, probable) on account of his father’s 
paving plundered icme province committed to his admini- 

ration, 


know- 


Boox IV. CICERO. 357 


knowledging fo fhameful a bargain; how much A.U.702 
higher would your aftonfhment have rifen, if “~~~ 
you had heard his evidence, , pon the trial of 
that very ill-judged aftion he brow roht againtt 
Servilius for this mony ¢ He es clearly in- 
deed made appear, to the full fatisfaction of the 
whole court, both his uwn folly and his father’s 
guilt. To complete the abfurdity of his con- 
duct upon this occafion, he was fo imprudent 
as to fummon the very fame judges upon this 
caufe, who tried the information I juft now 
mentioned to have been brought againft his fa- 
ther. It happened however, that their voices 
were equally divided °. But the pretor, not 
knowing how the law ftood in this cafe, @e- 
clared that Servilius had a majority of the "three 
claffes of judges in his favour: and accordingly 
acquitted him in the ufual form. Ac the rifing 
of the court therefore, it was generally imagined 
that the acquittal of Servilius would be en- 
rolled, But the prator thinking it advifeable 
to look into the laws upon this point, before he 
made up the record, found it exprefsly enacted, 
that “ in all caufes fentence fhall be pro- 
nounced according to the majority of the 
votes in the whole collective number of 


® In this cafe the Roman law determined by the moft fa- 
vourable prefumption, and abfolved the defendant. 
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AU. 703. judges’. Inftead therefore of regiftering the 
weve acquittal of Servilius, he only inferted in the 
roll the number of voices as they ftood in each 
refpective clafs. Appius, in confequence of 
this miftake, re-commenced his fuit: while the 
praetor, by the intervention of Lollius, pro- 
mifed to amend the record, and enter a proper 
judgment. But the haplefs Servilius, neither 
entirely acquitted nor abfolutely condemned, is 
at length to be delivered over with this his 
blafted charaéter to tne hands of Pilius. For 
Appius not venturing to contend with the latter, 
which of their actions fhould have the pricrity, 
has thought pifper 60 wave his profecution. 
H@himielf likewife is impeached by the :ela- 
tions*of Servilius for bribery: as he has alfo 
another accufation Jaid againft him by one Ti- 
tius, a creature of his own, who has charged 
him with a breach of the peace. And thus 


7 It has already been obferved in the foregoing remarks, 
that the judges were divided into three claffes. See rem. 
4. p. 292. of this vol. It is obvious therefore, that there 
might have been a majority in two of the claffes out of 
the three, in favour of Servilius, and yet that the voices 
confidered with refpett to the whole number of judges, 
might have been equal. But it is inconceivable that a 
magiftrate of Pretorian rank could poffibly be ignorant of 
a pracuce which one can icarce fuppofe the molt common 
cinzen of Rome to have been unacquainted with. Not- 
withitanding therefore Cochus afcribes the prator’s conduct 
to ignorance, it feems much more probable to have arifen 
from defign, 
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are thefe two worthy combatants moft equally A.U.7o2. 
matched. heemnyoncl 
As to public affairs; we had waited feveral 
days in expectation that fomething would be 
determined concerning Gaul; frequent motions 
having been made in the fenate for this purpofe, 
which were followed by very warm debates, 
Atlength, however, it plainly appearing agree- 
able to Pompey’s fentiments, that Cafar’s com- 
mand in Gaul fhould not be continued longer 
than the firft of March, the fenate paffed the 
following orders and decrees *. 
“ By aurHoriry OF THE senate, held in 
“ the temple of Apollo, on the 3oth day of 
“ September. Signed?: L. Domitius Aheno- 
“ barbus; Q. Cacilius ; Metellus Pius Scipio; 
* L. Villius Annalis; C. Septimins; Caius 
* TLucceius Hurrus; C. Scribonius Curio; L. 
** Atteius Capito; M. Oppius. WuHeEREas a 
** motion was made by Marcus Marcellus, the 
*€ conful, concerning the confular provinces, it 
* is ORDERED that Lucius Paulus and Caius 
« Marcellus confuls eleét, fhall on the firft of 
“ March next foll6wing their entering upon 
* With regard to the difference Letween an order and 
a decree, gf the femate, fee remark y. p. 64. of this 
" The decrees of the fenate were ufually figned in this 


manner by thofe who were the principal promoters of the 
gucftion, 
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“ their office, move the fenate concerning the 
 confular provinces: at which time no other 
bulinefs fhall be proceeded upon, nor any 
other motion made in conjunction therewith. 
And for this purpofe the fenate fhall con- 
tinue to affemble notwithftanding the co- 
mitial days *°, and until a decree fhall be 
“ paffed. 
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«© Orperep, that when the confuls fhall 
move the fenate upon the queftion afore- 
faid, they fhall be impowered to fummon 
fuch of the 300 judges who are members of 
« the fenate to attend ". 
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«© Resotvep, that if any matters fhall arife 
upon the queftion aforefaid, which fhall be 
neceffary to be laid before the people; that 
Servius Sulpicius, and Marcus Marcellus, 
the prefent confuls, together with the praetors 
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x° The comitial days were thofe on which the Comiziq, 
or affemblies of the people, were held: and on thefe the 
law prohibited the fenate to be convened. The fenate 
however in the prefent inftance, and agreeably to a prero- 
gative which they claimed and erence upon many other 
occafions, took ypon themfelves to act wath a difpenfing 
power. See Mid. on the Rom. fen. p. 1215 


™ This claufe was inferted in order to fecure a full honfe: 
a. certain number of fenators bemg neceflary to be prefent 
for making a decree valid. See remark 14. p. 165. of this 
vol. The correction of Manutus has been adopted in the 
tranflation, who inftead of /ex abducere liceret, reads c¢s 
abducere, &c. 
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and tribunes of the people, or fuch of them A.U.70z. 
as fhall be agreed upon, fhall call an affembly 
of the people for this purpofe: and if the ma- 
giftrates aforefaid fhall fail herein, the fame 
fhall be propofed to the people by their fuc- 


ceffors.” 
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« THE THIRTIETH DAY OF SEPTEMBER, in the 
temple of Apollo. Signed: L. Domitius Ahe- 
nobarbus; Q. Cacilius ; Metellus Pius Scipio; 
L.. Villius Annalis ; C.-Septimius ; C. Scri- 
bonius Curio: M. Oppius, 


n 
na 


td 


a 


€ 


a 


‘6 


a 


** The conful Marcus Marcellus having moved 


* the fenate concerning the provinces ; 


my 


“ Resotvep, that it is the opinion of the 
fenate, that it will be highly unbecoming any 
magiftrate who has a power of controlling 
their proceedings, to occafion any hindrance 
whereby the fenate may be prevented from 
taking the aforefaid motion into confideration 
as foon as poffible: and that whofoever fhall 
obftruct or oppofe the fame, fhall be deemed 


an enemy to the republic. 
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“© Orperep, that if any magiftrate fhall put 
“a negative upon the foregoing refolutios, 
the fame fhall be entered as an order af 
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the fenate, and again referred to the confide. 
ration of this houfe.” 


This refolution was protefted againft by Caius 


Ceelius, Lucius Vinicius, P, Publius Cornelius, 
and Caius Vibius Panfa. 
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“ Reso.vep, that the fenate will cake into 
confideration the cafe of fuch of the foldiers 
under Cezefar’s command, who have ferved 
out their legal time, or who for other reafons 
are entitled to a difcharge: and make fuch 
order thereupon as fhall be agreeable to 
equity ”,” 


“ Resotvep, that, if any magiftrate fhall 
put his negative upon the foregoing decree, 
the fame fhall ftand as an order of fenate, and 
be again referred to the confideration of this 
houfe.” 


This refolution was protefted againft by 


Caius Coelius, and Caius Panfa, tribunes of the 
people. 


i<9 


« Orperep, that fuch of the prefent pra- 
tors, who have never held any provincial 


72 A Roman foldier could not be compelled to bear 


arms after having been .n the fervice ten years. As the 
ftrength of Cwfar’s army in Gaul confifted principally in 
hus Veterans, this claufe was added, as Gronovius ob- 


* command, 
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« 


“ 


command, fhall draw lots to fucceed refpee- A.U.702. 
tively to the government of Cilicia, and the 
eight remaining Pretorian provinces. But 
if chere fhall not be a fufficient number ’* of 
thefe to fill up the aforefaid governments ; 
«* then and in this cafe, the deficiency fhall be 
“ fupplied by lot out of the firft college '' of 
“ pretors, among thofe who have never held a 
“ foreign government. And if there fhall not 
“ be found a fufficient number among thefe laft, 
* fo qualified as aforefaid; the fame fhall be 
<¢ fupplied from the members of each preceding 
“ college, tll the whole number required be 
“ completed, 
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“ RESOLVED, that, if any magiftrate fhall put 
“ his negative upon the foregoing decree, the 
“ fame fhall ftand as an order of the fenate. 


This decree was protefted againft by Caius 


ferves, with a view of drawing off thofe foldiers from his 
troops. 

"1 The provinces of leffer note were ufually affigned to 
the pretors- and from thence they were diftinguithed by 
the name of the Pratonan provinces. 

™ The number of prztors varied in different periods of 
the repubhc. In the umes of Cicero this mapiltracy was 
compofed of eight perfons: as Cellarius remarks in his note 
upon this paffage. 

*s Every annual fet of prators were diftinguifhed by col- 
leges, filed the 1f, ad, 3d, &c. according to thei feveral 
remoyes from the current year. 


Ceelius, 
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A.U.702. Coclius, and Caius Panfa, cribunes of the 
“people. 


In the debates which preceded thefe decrees, 
Pompey let fall an expreffion that was much 
obferved, and gave us very confident hopes of 
his good intentions. ‘ He could not without 
“ great injuftice, he faid, determine any thing 
“in relation to the provinces under Ceefar’s 
“© command, before the firlt of March: but 
* after that time, he affured the fenate, he 
* fhould have no fort of fcruple.” Beiag afk- 
ed, “ what if a negative fhould then be put 
“ upon a decree of the fenate for recalling 
“ Ceefar?’’ He declared, that he fheuld look 
upon it as juft the fame thing, whether Cacfar 
openly refufed to obey the authority of the fe- 
nate, or fecretly procured fome magiftrate to 
obftruc their decrces. But fuppofe, faid another 
member, Ceefar fhould purfue his pretenfions to 
the confulate and retain his command abroad at 
the fame time. “ Suppofe, replied Pompey with 
** great temper, my own fon fhould lay violent 
“ hands upon me?” From expreffions of this 
kind the world has conceived a notion, that a 
rupture will undoubtedly enfue between Pom- 
pey and Cefar. Iam of opinion however, that 
the latter will fubmit to one of thefe two con- 

ditions : 
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ditions: either to give up his prefent pretense 
fions to the confulate and continue in Gaul; or 
to quit the province, provided he can be af- 
fured of his election. Curio is preparing moft 
ftrongly to oppofe his demands. What he may 
be able to effet, 1 know not: But fure J am, 
that a man who acts upon fuch patriot prin- 
ciples, muft gain honour at leaft, if he gain 
nothing elfe. He treats me upon all occafions 
with great generofity: and indeed in a late 
inftance has been more liberal than I could 
have wifhed ; as his civility has drawn upon me 
a trouble which, perhaps, I might otherwife 
have efcaped. He has prefented me with fome 
African panthers which he had procured for his 
own games: and by that means laid me under 
a neceflity of making ufe of them’. I muft 
therefore remind you of what I have oftcn 
mentioned already, and intreat you to fend me 
fome of thefe animals from your part of the 
world: and I again likewife recommend to your 
care the bond of Sitius. 

I have had occafion to difpatch my freed- 
man Philo, together with Diogenes a Greek, 
into your province. I hope you will afford 
your patronage both to them ard their com- 


*7 In the games he was preparing to exhibit as Zdile. 
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AU.702. miffion: as you will find by the letter they are 

tay to deliver to you on my part, that it is an af- 
fair in which I am deeply interefted. Fare- 
wel, 


LETTER VI. 


To Pusuivs Sirius’, propretor. 


yo are apprifed, I imagine, of the friend- 

fhip that fubjfifted between Titus Pinnius 
and myfelf He has fufficiently declared it 
indeed by his will: wherein he not only ap- 
pointed me one of the guardians to his fon, but 
left me the contingent reverfion alfo of his eftate. 
My ward (who is a youth of uncommon mo- 
defty as well as great application to his itudies) 


** This affair feems to be explained by an epiftle to 
Atticus, wherein Cicero mentions the receipt of a very 
preifing letter from Ceelius by the hands of his freed-man. 
The purport of it appeais to have been, to follicit Cicero’ 
to levy a contribution upon his province towards the ex- 
pence of thofe pubhe games, which Ceelius, as Adile, 
was obliged to exhibit ‘I’his oppreflive tax had been fre- 
quently raifed by the governors of provinces, in favour of 
their friends at Rome: and was indeed almoft eftabhied 
into a cuftom. But Cicero, notwithftanding he feems to 
have had a fincere affection for Coelius, would by no means 
be prevailed upon to break through the equitable maxims 
of his admuniftration: and with great integrity refuted his 
requelt, 4d 4i.vi.3. 442. F.11.N2 9. 

* He was at this time propretor, or governor, of Bi- 
thynia and Pontus in Afia, where he difcnarged the pro- 
vincial fun@uons with great applaude. dd sdtt. vi. 8. 


has 
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has a very confiderable demand upon the city A.U.70z. 
of Nicza, amounting to eight millions of fef.§ “v™~ 
terces*: and the corporation, I am told, are 
inclined to pay off part of this fum the firft 

debt they fhall difcharge. Now, as not only 

the reft of the truftees, who know the regard 

you bear me, but the young man himfelf is per- 

fuaded that you will not refufe any thing to my 
requeft; I fhall be exceedingly obliged to you 

for employing your good offices, (as far I mean 

as may be confiftent with your dignity and cha- 

raéter) that they pay off as large a proportion of 

this demand as poffible. Farewel. 


LETTER IX. 
To Marcus Corxivs, Curule-A%dile ele& 


Congratulate you on the honourable poft you 

have lately obtained’, and on the profpect 
which by this mean is opened to you of ad- 
vancing ftill higher in the dignities of the re- 
public. I am fomewhat late, I confefs, in my 
compliments : however you muft not impute it 
to any intentional neglect, but merely to my 
ignorance of what pafies at Rome. For partly 
from the great diftance of my fituation, and 


@ About 70,000/, fterling, > The Adilehip. 
partly 
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A.U.702. partly from thofe banditti which infeft the roads, 
it is a confiderable time before I can receive any 
intelligence from Italy. And now, I know not 
where to find words fufficiently ftrong to give 
you joy upon this occafion, cr to exprefs my 
thanks for your having thus “ furnifhed me (as 
* you termed it in one of your former letters) 
“ with a fubjeCt of perpetual ridicule.’ When 
I firft received the news of your vidtory, I could 
not forbear mimicking a certain worthy friend of 
ours, and imitating the droll figures thofe gal- 
Jant youths exhibited, of whofe intereft he had 
fo confidently boafted °—But it is not eafy to 
give you in defcription a compleat idea of this 
my humorous fally. I mutt tell you, however, 
that I next figured you to miyfelf, and accofted 
you, as if prefent, in the words of the comic 
poet : 

Far lefs, my good friend, I rejoice at your deed, 

As exceeding whatever before did exceed, 

Than as mounting aloft o'er my hopes the moft high: 

And for this, “* By my troth ’tis amazing,” 
Lory. 


»* A mere modern reader who judges ct paft ages, by 
the modes that prevail in his own, muft undoubtedly con- 
ceive a very low opinion of Cicero from the account which 
he here gives of his behaviour. But mimickry was not 
efteemed by the Romans, as it is with us, a talent becom- 
ing only a comedian or a buffoon. On the contrary, this 
fpecies of humour was thought worthy of the gravelt cha- 


Upon 
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Upon which I broke out into a moft immoderate A.V. 702. 
fit of laughter: and when fome of my friends ree —v~ 
proved my mirth, as deviating almoft into down- 

right folly ; I excufed myfelf by the old verfe, 


Exceffive joy is not exceeding wife. 


Jn snort, whilft I ridiculed this noble friend of 
ours, I became almoft as ridiculous as himfelf.— 
But you fhall hear farther upon this fubject an- 
other opportunity: for in truth, I have many 
things to fay both of you and ¢o you, whenever 
I fhall find more leifure for that purpofe. In the 
mean time be affured, my dear Ccelius, that I 
fincerely love you. 1 confider you indeed as one 
whom fortune has raifed up to advance my 
glory, and avenge my wrongs: and I doubt not, 
you will give both thofe who hate and thofe who 
envy me, fufficient reafon to repent of their folly 
and their injuftice. Farewel. 

ra€ters even upon the graveft occafions: and it was prac- 
tifed by their orators as well as recommended by their 
thetoricians, as a quality, under certain reftriciions, of 


fingular grace and efficacy in the whole bufinefs of public 
dloquence. Vid, Crc. de Orat, ii. 59, 60. 
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LETTER X. 


To Pusxius Siztius, Proprztor. 


OUR good offices in the affair of Atilius, 

afford me an additional motive for giving 
you my affection. Late indeed as I applied ta 
you in his behalf, I have however, by your ge- 
nerous intervention, preferved a moft worthy 
Roman knight from ruin. The truth is, I al- 
ways looked upon my friendfip with Lamia, 
as giving me a claim to yours. In the firft 
place then I return you thanks for eafing my 
raind of all its difquietude with refpect to Ati- 
lius ; and in the next, after thus acknowledging 
your laft favour, I have the affurance to requeft 
another: and it is a favour which I fhall repay 
with the urmoft returns of my efteem and grati- 
tude. Let me intreat you then, if I have any 
fhare in your heart, to allow my brother an 
equal enjoyment of the fame privilege: which 
will be adding a very confiderable obligation ta 
that important one I fo lately recetved at your 
hands, Farewel. 


LET- 
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LETTER XI. 


To Apprws PuLcMER 


¥ all that I can collect from your laft let- a.v.see, 
ter, this will find you in the fuburbs * of “~~~ 
Rome. But though the impotent calumnies of 
thefe paultry provincials, will probably be fub- 
fided ere this reaches your hands; yet I think 
it neceffary to return fome anfwer to the long 
epiftie I received from you upon that fub- 
ye&: and 1 fhall do fo in as few words as 
poffible, 
As to the accufation contained in the 
two firft paragraphs of your letter; it is 
conceived in fuch vague and general terms, 
that it is impoffible, to give it a diredl reply. 
The whole that I can gather from it, is, that I 
am accufed of having difcovered by my coun- 
tenance and my filence, that I was by no means 
your friend: a difcovery which I made, it 


1 Appius at his tetura from Cilicia, demanded a triumph 
as the 1eward of his military exploits in that province: 
accotdmgly took up his refidence «witbout the bah Ear 
thofe who claimed this honour were not admitted within 
the walls of Rome, tll their petition waa either granted or 
reyeéted; or they chose to drop it themfelves. The lat. 
ter was the cafe with refpeCt to Appius: as will 
appear, 


Bb fecms, 
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A.U.702, feems, upon fome occafion in the courts of ju- 
“w= dicature, and likewife at certain public enter- 
tainments. I am very fure, there is not the 
leaft_ ground for this imputation: but as you do 
not point out the particular inftances, I know 
not in what manner to vindicate myfelf from 
the charge. This however I moft undoubtedly 
know, that ] have mentioned you upon all oc- 
cafions both public and private, with the higheft 
applaufe, and with the warmeft profeffions of 
friendhhip. As to the affair of the deputies * ; 
I will appeal to your own breaft whether I 
could poflibly have aéted with more probity 
and difcretion than to leffen the expences of 
thefe impoverifhed cities, without any diminu- 
tion at the fame tume of thofe honours which they 
propofed to pay you: efpecially as it was in 
* Tt was a cuftom for the governors of provinces 
upon their retirement from the government, to pro- 
cure ambafladors to be fent to Rome frum the feveral 
cies under their jurtidiction, to pratie the integrity and 
equity of their adminiliration, ‘I he ov2gia ot ths cultom 
ws undoubtedly goc!, and in fome few inflances we 
find, that it was undertaken voluntarily: but at was 
generally extorted by force, and a great burden to the 
miferabie inhabutants, who perhaps had been already 
flceced by the rapine and plunder of that very perfon, 
whofe lenity and iooderation they were compelicd tu ex- 
tol. Appius had takcn care, betore he left Cilicia, to 
fecure this compliment to be paid to hinmelf, thougn as 
urideferving of it, as uny of = predeceffors. But Ci- 
cero, who fet out upon a more frugal plan than other 


governors, prevented it, out of compaffion to the poverty 
and indigence of the province.” Mr. Ro. 
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compliance with their own immediate requeft? AU.y02. 
And indeed I was wholly unapprifed of the “~~~ 
particular purpofes of that deputation, which 
was going to Rome with the cuftomary com- 
plimental addrefs to the fenate upon your ac- 
count. When I was at Apamea‘, fome of the 
principal inhabitants of feveral different cities, 
complained to me of the exceffive appointntents 
that were decreed to their deputies; affuring me, 
that their refpective communities were by no 
means in a condition to fupport the affeffments 
levied upon them for that purpofe, This fug- 
gefted to my thoughts various reflections; and 
I imagined that a man of* your refined fenti- 
ments, could not be extremely fond of honours 
of this unfubftantial nature. Accordingly it 
was at Synnada, I think, that 1 took occafion 
to fay from the tribunal, (and 1 expatiated very 
largely upon the fubject) “ that the approved 
merit of Appius was fufficient, without the 
“ teftimony of the Midenfians (for it was in their 
“ city ° thar the propofal firft arofe) ta recom 
“ mend him to the elteem of the fenate and the 


$ A city in that part of Phrygia which was annexed to 
Cicero’s province: as was Synnada, hkewife, mentioned a 
few lines below’ : 

* A town in the neighbourhood of Synnada. In the ori- 
ginal it 1s Mynaenfium. but Quaruer has given good reafons 
hor the reading here followed, 


Bb3 * Roman 


374 Tar LETTERS Booxlv, 


A.U.702. “ Roman people; that I had often indeed feen 
, inftances of this kind of deputations, but did 
not remember they were ever admitted to an 
“ audience ; that however, I applauded the 
“ gratitude they had thus fhewn for your merit 
“ towards them, but thought the particular 
inftance in queftion was wholly wunneceffary ; 
that 1f any of them were willing to undertake 
this commiffion at their own expence, I fhould 
“ highfy commend their zeal; and I would 
“ even confent it fhould be performed at the 
‘* public charge, provided they did not exceed 
a reafonable fum: but beyond that, I would 
in no fort ‘give my permiffion.” 

I am perfuaded there is nothing in what I 
thus faid, that can poffibly give you offence : 
and indeed your principal complaint is levelled, 
I perceive, againft my edi&t’. For there were 
foine, it feems, who thought it manifeftly dfawn 
up with a view of preventing thefe legations. J 
cannot forbear faying, that to give attention ta 
thefe groundlefs infinuations, is na lefs inyu- 
rious to me than to be author of them. The 
truth of it is, I fettled this edi& before I lef: 
Rome: and the fingle addition that I made to 
it afterwards, was at the inftance of the farmers 
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7 The nature of thefe proconfilar ediéts has already been 
explamed in rem. 7- p. 338. of this vol. 
of 
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of the revennes: who when they met me at AU.702, 
Samos *, defired I would tranfcribe a paragraph 
out of your edi& and infert it into mine. Ie 
was that article which reftrains the public ex- 
pences, and contains feveral new and very falu- 
tary regulations, which J] greatly approved. 
But as to that particular fection which gave 
rife, I find, to the fufpicion that I framed it 
with a defign of ftriking at you; it is copied 
entirely from the old precedents. I was not, in- 
deed, fo abfurd as to think (what I perceive you 
imagine) that fome private affair was concerned 
in this deputation; well knowing that it was 
fent from a public body in relation to your pub- 
lic character, and addreffed to that great coun- 
cil of the whole world, the fenate of R@me. 
Nor did J, (as you ubye&,) when I pronibited 
any perfon from going out of the province with- 
out my permiffion, exclude all thofe from the 
poffibility of obtaining that leave, who could 
aot follow me to the camp and beyond Mount 
Taurus: an imputation, I muft needs fav, the 
moft ridiculous of any in your whole lettcr. 
For where, let me afk, was the neceffiry that 
any perfon fhould follow me for this purpofe to 
® An ifland near the coaft of Ionia, lying oppofite ta the 


sity of Ephefus. Cicero touched at this ifland in his voyage 
to the province. 
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A.U.702. the camp, or beyond Mount Taurus; when E 

“~~ regulated my journey from Laodicea to Ico- 
nium in fuch a manner, that all the magiftrates 
and deputies of the feveral cities in that diftrié 
might have an opportunity of meeting me? 
They could not therefore be under the difficulty 
you charge me with having thrown in their way, 
unlefs they had taken up the defign of going to 
Rome after my having paffed Mount Taurus : 
which moft undoubtedly was not the cafe. For 
during my ftay at Apamea, Synnada, Philo- 
melum °, and Iconium, all affairs of that nature 
were entirely fettled. 

Y muft farther affure you, that I decreed 
nothing concerning the abating or abolifhing 
the appointments of the deputies, but at the 
exprefs requeft of the principal inhabitants of 
feveral cities: And their view was, to pre- 
vent any unneceffary exactions that were occa- 
fioned by the farming of the fubfidies impofed 
for this purpofe, and raifing them in that cruel 
method of capitation, with which you are fo 
well acquainted. Compaffion indeed as well as 
juftice inclined me to eafe the calamities of thefe 
unhappy Cities, oppreffed as they chiefly were 


* Acity in Phrygia Maitor, fituated on the frontiers to- 
wards Galatia. ‘The fituation of the other cities mentroned 
in this place, has already been gvcafionally noted as they 
gccurred in the preceding letters. 


by 
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by their own magiftrates': and when I was A.U.7os 
engaged in a defign of that nature, I could not “~~” 
poffibly overlook an expence, which appeared 
fo extremely fuperfluous as that of the appoint- 
ments of thefe deputies. It was but a piece of 
juftice therefore due to me, not to have liftened 
to any idle tales that might be related to you 
upon this fubject. But if it fhould prove, after 
all, that you attribute to the reports of others, 
what in truth receive their rife merely from 
your own fufpicions ; you certainly make ufe of 
a fort of figure which thé language of friend- 
fhip will by no ineans authorife. Had it ever 
indeed been my defign to derogate from your 
reputation in the province, I fhould fcarce have 
acted in the manner I did. 1 fhould not have 
referred it to your fon-in-law at Rome, to 
your Freedman at Brundifium, and to the com- 
mander of your artillery when I faw him at Cor- 
eyla, to name the place which they thought 


* Tt appears from the letters to Atticus, to whom it was 
that the grievances of thefe unhappy cities were principally 
owing. ‘Their own magiftrates, it is true, had fome fhare 
in them: but their chief oppreflor was Appius himfelf. The 
defolation he had brought upon this plundered province 
was fo dreadful, that one would rather imagine, fays C1- 
cero, fome favage monfter had been let loofe upon them, 
than that they had been trufted to the care of any human 
creature. And in another letter he tel’s Atticus, -that he 
had fufficient employment in applying remedies to thofe 
wounds which had been given to this province by his pre- 
deceffor. Ad. Att. v. 16, 17. 

would 


378 THe LETTERS Boox IV. 


A.U.702. would be moft agreeable to you for our meet- 

si oa ing. In fhort, I wifh you would remember the 
maxim which thofe great authors have laid down, 
who have written fo excellently upon friendhhip ; 
that “to accufe and to defend are terms which 
“ ought for ever to be banifhed ficm intercourfes 
* of this amicable kind.” 

But do you imagine that I have had no op- 
portunities of liftening, in’ my turn, to accufa- 
tions of the fame natute again yourf-If? Was 
it never told me, do you think, that after you 
had appointed me to meet you at Laodicea, you 
retired beyond Mount Taurus? That at the 
very time J was employed in my juridica) office 
at Apainea, Synnada, and Philomelum, you 
took the liberty to exercife the fame authority 
at Tarfus? But I forbear to enter farther :nto 
thefe particulars, that I may not follow your ex- 
ample in the very inftance of which I am com- 
plaining. This however, I will fay (and I fay it 
with preat fincerity) that if you are really perfuad- 
ed of the truth of thefe reports ; you do me much 
injuftice: and you are not entirely without re- 
proach, if you only fuffered them to be related 
to you. The truth is, rt will appear that I have 
acted towards you in one uniform tenor of friend- 
fhip. And let thofe who impute artifice to me, 
fay, whether i is probable, that after having 

paid 
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paid the utmoft attention to your intereft during A.U.702, 
your abfence from Rome, and at a time when 
I had not the leaft expectation of its ever being 
in your power to return me the fame favour; f 
fhould give you juft reafon to abandon me now 
that I have fo many occafions for your good of- 
fices. I muft however acknowledge, that there 
is one article wherein I may not perhaps have 
regulated myfelf altogether agreeably to your 
inclinations, I am fenfible you would be dif- 
pleafed with any liberties that fhould be taken 
with the characters of thofe who acted in office 
under you: and I will own that I have heard 
very unfavourable reprefentations of fome of 
them. But J muft add, that no perfons were 
ever mentioned upon this occafion, or any 
greater irregularities laid to their charge, than 
thofe which your friend Clodius himfclt named 
to me when I faw him at Corcyra: who la- 
mented, I remember, that you had been fome 
fufferer in your reputation by the male-practices 
of thofe officers*. Reports of this kind (and 
2 A particular inftance of the ciuelty of one of thefe 
officers under Appius, 1s mentioned 1n the letters to Atti- 
cus. Scaptius, who commanded a troop of horfe in Cyprus, 
furrgunded, their fenate with his furc s in order to compel 
them, 1t 1s probable, to comply witi fome anjuft demands, 
and kept them thus befieged ull five of the members pe- 
nfhed with hunger, When the government of this province 


came into the haads of Cicero, the Cy :rians, as their 
plland lay within his juridition, petiuoned that thefe troops 


3 many 
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A.U.70z. many fuch indeed there are) I never in the leaft 
“—r—— encouraged: but I will frankly acknowledge 
likewife, that I never greatly endeavoured to 
reprefs them; well perfuaded as I am, that they 
can in no fort affect your own character. 
Whoever attempts to perfuade you, that there 
fs no fuch thing as a_ perfect reconcilement be- 
tween friends whofe affections have once been ali- 
enated ; difcovers the perfidy of his own heart, 
inftead of proving the diffimulation of mine: at 
the fame time that it is evident he has not a worfe 
opinion of my fincerity, than he muft neceffarily 
entertain of yours, But if any nan has taken 
offence at the meafures I purfue in my govern- 
ment, as not exaétly coinciding with yours; I 


might be withdrawn and he very humanely complied with 
their requeft, He relieved them hkewife, as well as other 
cities under his government, from the immoderate interett 
which they paid for the money which their neceffities had 
obliged them to borrow in Rome, reducing it from 4 per 
Cent. paid monthly, to one per Cent. ‘Chis equitable re- 
dation very confiderably afle€icd Bratus, who was con- 
cerned in thefe Joans and h. jeems tohaye complained of 
it to Atticus. But notwithftanding the latter flrongty preffed 
Cicero to favour Brutus in this affar, and Biutuy himfelf 
hkewife had written to Cicero for the fame purpofe; yet 
he refolutely withitood their united folicitations. «“ If Biu- 
“tus, fays he, refents my condu€@ upon thie occafion, I 
«¢ fhall be forry: but much more fo, tu find him a ditrerent 
** man from what | always thought him.’? And :f Cicero, 
Twill add, had fpoken and atted upon every Uther occa- 
fion with the fame fpirm and integrity, as he certainly did 
in the prefent, he would have merited all the encomiums 


which the warmeft of hus admirers could have beftowed. 
Ad Att. vic 1, 2. 


am 
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am perfectly unconcerned at the lofs of his friend- A.U, 702. 
fhip. To fay truth, we have both acted in the “7 
manner we ought, tho’ we have not both followed 
the fame plan. The inftances you gave of your 
diffufive liberality, in this province, were fuitable 
to a man of your quality. Tho’ indeed even you 
yourfelf were obliged the laft year, in compli- 
ance with the calamnties of the feafon, a little to 
reftrain the munificence of your natural difpofi- 
tion. But if mine, on the contrary, flows in a 
fomewhat more limited channel; let not thofe 
to whoin the benefit of that ftream has not 
reached, wonder that I rather choofe they fhould 
fuffer from the neceflary reftrictions of my boun- 
ty, than that J fhould from the juft reproaches 
of my confuence. I have ever indeed been ex- 
tremely referved in dilpenfing largeffes at an- 
other’s coft : as I cannot but be fenfibly affected 
with diftreffes that extend themflves throughout 
a whole community, 

I am much obliged to you for the account you 
gave me of affairs at Rome; and particularly 
for the affurance of your faithfully execuring all 
my requefts. What I principally recommend 
to your care is, that neither the bufinefs nor the 
period of my adminiftration may ve enlarg- 
ed. To this end, I-beg you would intreat 

our 
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A.U.702. our common friend and * collegue Hortenfius, 

er that if ever he was difpofed to comply with my 
inclinations, he would not perfift in my conti- 
nuing two years in this government: than 
which he cannot do me a more unfriendly 
office. 

As to the information you defire concerning 
my own motions; I marched from Tarfus in 
my way to Amanus on the 7th of Odtober, and, 
1 write this the day following, from my camp 
in the plains of Mopfuhefta*. If any aétion 
fhould happen, I fhall not fail of giving you ao- 
tice: and you may depend upon my enclofing a 
letter to you whenever I fend one to my family. 
With refpect to the Parthians whom you inquire 
after; I am perfuaded that none ever appeared. 
They were only a troop of Arabians, armed 
after the Parthian manner. But thefe, it 1s faid, 
are all returned home: and I am affured there is 
now no appearance of an enemy in Syria. 

I intreat you to write to me as often as pof- 
fible, not only as to what regards your own and 
my private affairs, but as to thofe likewife of 
the republic. 1 am more than ordinarily indeed 


# In the Augur-! College. 


* A city in Cilicia, fituated upon the banks*of the river 
Py ramus. 


folicitous 
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folicitous concerning’ the latter, as I find by A.U. 702. 
your letter, that Pompey is going into Spain’, “~~~ 
Farewel. 


LETTER XIi. 


To Pusuius Sirus, Propretor. 


Did not imagine I fhould ever have found 

myfelf at a lofs for expreffions : yet at a lofs, 
believe me, I am, to recommend Marcus La- 
mus to you in the terms he deferves. I muft 
content myfelf therefore with explaining the 
bufinefs of this letter in few words: but in 
fuch however as may render you fufficiently fen- 
fible of my inclinations, It is incredible how 
great an eftcem both my deareft brother and 
myfelf entertain for Laenius: an efteem, which 
is founded, not only on the many good offices 
he has conferred upon us, but on the exalted 
integrity of his heart, and the fingular modefty 
with which all his virtues are accompanied, 
it was with the utmoft regret, therefore, that I 
confented to part with him: as I receive much 


5 The government of Spain had been renewed to Pom- 
pey for five years at the end of his contulate im the pre- 
ceding year: which province however, he admimiftered by 
his lieutenants, whilft he humfelf fill continued in Rome. 
Di, xh p. 148. 

advantage 
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A.U.702. advantage from his counfels as well as great 
entertainment from his company. But if I 
fhould expatiate any farther in his praife, will 
you not think that, far from wanting words as 
{ juft now complained, I have employed more 
than are neceffary ? To be fhort then, I recom- 
mend Lznius to your proteétion with all that 
warmth which you muit be fenlible I ought, 
after what I have here faid. Let me earneftly 
intreat you to expedite the bufinefs which has 
called him into your province, and to favour 
him likewife with your advice in the condué of 
it. You will find him, be affured, a man of 
a moft generous and well-natured difpofition : 
for which reafon I beg you would fend him 
back to us with the fatisfation of having f- 
nifhed his affairs by your means, as foon as 
poffible. Your comphance with this requeft 
will extremely oblige both my brother and 
myfelf. Farewel. 


LET« 
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LETTER XIII. 
To Marcus Cozxius, Curule-A&dile elec. 


With you would inquire the feafon that your’ A.U. 70% 

letters mifcarry: for I cannot be induced to 
think that you have not once written to the fince 
your eleCtion*. I am perfuaded, on the contra- 
ry, that you would not have omitted to commu- 
aicate a piece of news I fo much wifhed with re- 
gard to yourfelf, and fo little expected in rela- 
tion to Hirrus. The truth however is, that I 
have not heard from you fince that glorious and 
joyful event: which gives me fome uneafinefs, 
Jeft my letters fhould have had no better fuc- 
cefs in finding their way to your hand. But 
be affured I have never written to my family 
without accompanying my packet with a letter 
for'you: as indeed there is no man whom I 
more fincerely and tenderly value.—Burt to turn 
to the principal purpofe of this epiftle—Your 
wifh has fucceeded: and 1 have juft had em- 
ployment enough of the military kind to entitle 
me to a triumph. You_were under fome ap- 
prehenfions, I perceive. about the Parthians, 


® Into the oficé of Addjle. 
Vo. I. Cec as 
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AU.702. as being diffident of my forces. I mutt ac- 
tem quaint you then, that having received advice 
that the Parthians had committed hoftilities, I 
took the advantage of fome defiles and of the 
neighbouring mountains to leac = army, fup- 
ported by a tokrable number of auxiharies, t% 
Amanus. The reputation cf my name was of 
fome benefit to me likew'f in my march: for 
you cannot imagine of what importance it 1s in 
places of this kind, to have the populace afk, 
Ts this the conful that fuved Rome fs this be thet 
was fo henoured by the fenaie¢ together with 
other queflions of the fame impoit which | need 
not add. When I approached to Amanus, « 
mountain which feparates Cilicia from Syria, I 
had the fatisfactron to hear that Caffius ° had 
obliged the enemy to abandon the fiege of An- 
tiochea ; and that Bibulus had taken upon bim- 
felf the command of the province. However, 
I employed my army in harraffing the Amani- 
enfes, our eternal enemies: and having put manv 
of them to the fword, as well as taken a great 
number of prifoners, and entirely difperfed the 
reft, I furprifed and burnt fome of their for- 


® He was licutenant to Craflus in Syria, after whofe 
death the command of the province devolved upon lum, 
till Bibulus, who was appointed fucceffor to Craffus, arrived. 
A more paiticular,aécount will be given of him m the far- 
ther progrefy of thefe remarks. 


treffes. 
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treffes. Having thus obtained a complete vic- A.U.702 
tory, I was faluted with the title of Imperator, —“e—* 
by the whole agny, at Iffus’: the very place, 
(as your favourite hiftorian Clitarchus * has often, 
I have heard you fay, informed you) where 
Alexander defeated Darius. From thence I 
marched into the moft infefted parts of Cili- 
cia, where I am now before Pindenefflum: 
a city of great ftreneth, and which I have 
already been battering above thefe three weeks. 
The garrifon makes a moft obftinate and vigo- 
rous defence: fo that nothing feems wanting to 
complete the glory I fhall here obtain, but thae 
the name of this place were lefs obfcure. If I 
fhould make myfelf mafter of it, (as I cruft I 
fhall}) I will fend an immediate exprefs to the 
fenate. In the mean time I have given you this 
general account of my operations, to let you 
fee there is fome foundation to hope that your 
good wifhes will take effect. But to return 
to the Parthians. This fummer’s campaign 
has proved, you find, tolerably fuccefsful: I 
am in great pain however for the next. Let 
me intreat you therefore, my dear friend, 
endeavour that a fucceffor be appointed 


7 A City Which ftood gn the frontiers of Cilicia and 
Syria. : 
® A Greek hiftorian, who attended Alexander in his 
Perfian expedition. 


Cea2 ta- 
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A.U,702, to my government: but if that thould prove a 
matter of too much difficulty, (as you intimate 
in one of your letters, and as lam myfelf incli- 
ned to fufpect) be careful at leaft to guard 
againft what may eafily be prevented; I mean 
the prolongation of my refidence. 

I expect from your letters, (as I mentioned 
in one of my former) not merely an account 
of what is at prefent going forward in the re- 
public, but a clear profpect alfo of what is likely 
to happen. For which purpofe I intreat you to 
inform me fully of every thing that concerns the 
public, Farewel. 


LETTER XIV, 


Marcus Coerius to Cicero, 


E° have received an exprefs from Caius 
Caffius, and another from Deiotarus, 

which greatly alarm us. The former writes 
that the Parthian army has paffed the Euphrates : 
and the latter, that they are actually marching 
towards your province, by the way of Comma- 
gene. As I well know how ill provided you 


€ 


» This letter appears to have been written, before any of 
Cicero’s difpatches concerning the Parthians, had reached 
Rome; and confequently betore Cotlius had received the 
preceding epiftle. 


are 
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are ele the principal concern I feel A.U.70% 


from this \ovafion with refpect to you, is left 
you fhould Be~#/lofer by it in point of reputa- 
tion. Had you been better prepared indeed, to 
receive the enemy, I fhould have been in great 
‘Pain for your life: but as the very {mall num- 
ber of your forces will incline you, I imagine, 
rather to think of a retreat than an engagement; 
I am only anxious concerning your honour. For 
how far the world may confider the neceffity of 
the cafe, and approve of your thus declining a 
battle, is a point, I confefs, which gives me 
much uneafy reflection. In fhort, I fhall be 
in continual anxiety till I hear of your arrival 
in Italy. In the mean time, this news of the 
Parthians, has occafioned a variety of {pecula- 
tions. Some are of opinion that Pompey ought 
to be fent to oppofe them: and others, that it 
is by no means convenient he fhould leave 
Rome, A third party is for affigning this expe- 
dition to Cafar and his army ; whilft a fourth 
names the confuls * as the moft proper perfons to 
be employed. But ail agree, however, in being 
filent as to any decree of the fenate for placing 
this command in private hands*, The confuls, 


* Marcus Marcellus, and Servius Sulpicius, 
> That is, in the hands of thofe who were not invetted 
with fome public command. 


Ce3 in 
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\.U.7dz, in the apprehenfion that ‘they fhall either be 

Ssenpeme Dominated to a commiffion which tey do not 
relih, or fuffer the difgrace of TH being given 
from them, forbear to convene the fenate: and 
by this mean incur the cenfure of neglecting 
the public intereft. But whether indolence of 
pufillanimity be the real motive of their declin- 
ing..the conduct of this war; it is concealed 
under the fpecious appearance however of mo- 
defty. 

As wwe have received no courier from you, it 
was fufpected, till the difpatch from Deiotarus 
arrived, that the whole was an invention of 
Caffius, who, it was thought, in order to cover 
his own rapine, had fuffered a parcel of Arabs 
to make an 4ncurfion into the province, and 
then reprefented them to the fenate as a for- 
midable body of Parthians. Whatever there- 
fore may be the true ftate of the affair, let me 
perfuade you to be extremely circumfpeét in 
giving a faithful and accurate account of it to 
the fenate: that you may neither be reproached 
with magnifying matters in order to gratify the 
private purpofes of Caffius, nor with concealing 
any thing which may be of importance for the 
public to know. 

“It is now the 18th of November: and as we 
are advanced thus far towards the end of the 


year, 
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year, IN 0 not fee ae any thing can be done in A.U.70z 


this affair ie oe rft of January. For you 
know how flo inative Marcellus is upon 
all occafions, and are no ftranger to the dilatory 
difpofition of Sulpicius. ‘You will eafily judge 


therefore what is to be expected from two 
men of this unperforming caft: and that they 


who yfually act with fo much coldnefs, as to. 


make one doubt their inclinations even in points 
they really defire to effect, will not be very warm 
i forwarding a bufinefs from which they are cer- 
tainly averfe. 

If the Parthian war fhould become a ferious 
“natter,-the new magiftrates will be engaged for 
the firft two or three months of their office, in 
adjufting the proper meafures to be taken in 
this conjuncture. On the other hand, if it 
fhould appear to be an invafion of no confe- 
quence, or fuch ar Icaft that with the fupply of 
a few additional troops may eafily be repelled by 
you and the other proconfuls already in thofe 
provinces, or by your fucceffors; Curio, I fore- 
fee, will begin to play his double game: that 
is, he will in the firft place attempt tq weaken 
the authority of Cafar*; and in the next en- 


? When the confals ele& entered upon the adminiftration 
of their office. 

+ Curio had not as yet pulled cf the mafk, and declared 
himfelf openly in favour of Czfar. 


Cc deavour 


{eeeonyroemad 
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A.U.702. deavour to throw fome a advantapey‘on the 
‘vw fide of Pompey. As for aulus Be sec 
moft vehemently againft - fiffertifg Cefar to 
continue in Gaul: and our friend Furnius is 
the only tribune whom I fufpeét of obftructing 
his meafures for that purpofe. You may de« 
pend upon thefe articles as certain: but beyond 
thefe I cannot with any affurance pronounce. 
Time indeed may produce much; as many 
fchemes I know are concerted: but they all 
turn upon the points I have already {pecified.— 
I forgot to mention, that Curio defigns to 
make an attempt to procure a divifion of the 
lands in Campania®. It is pretended that Caefap 
does not concern himfelf in this matter : certain, 
however, it is, that Pompey is very defirous of 
having the diftribution fettled before Cefar’s 
return, that he may be precluded from applying 
them to his own purpofes. 
As to what concerns your leaving the pro- 
vince, I dare not promife that you fhall be re- 


5 One of the confuls ele&t. Sce rem. 6. p. 324. of this 


1. 

6 Cafar when he was conful, an. urb. 654. had procu- 
red a law for the diftribution of thefe lands: and part of 
them had aétually been diftributed accordingly. The re- 
Tnaming part was what Curio had in his view: which were 

be purchafed of the private poffeffors with the public 

oncy, and parcelled out amongft the poor cjtizens in the 
fame manner as thofe had been which were already divided. 
See rem. 13. p. 165. of this vol. Vid. etiam Manut. im ef. 


Fam i. 9. 
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lie a fuccefigr: but you may rely upon A.U.70e8. 
my endeavouring gil J can that your adminiftra- “~~? 
tion fhall noMbé’ prolonged. Whether you will 


think proper to remain in your government, 
if affairs fhould be fo circumftanced as to ren- 
der it indecent for me to oppofe any decree of 
the fenate for that purpefe ; depends upon your- 
felf to determine: as it dees apon me to re- 
member, how warmly you made it your requeft 
when we parted, that I would prevent any fuch 
refolution from beisg taken. Farewel. 


LETTER XV. 
Jo Pusztius Sirius, Propretor. 


T was with the warmeft and moft grateful 
acknowledgment of your favours, that ‘my 
friend Nero affured me, you have diftinguifhed 
him with every honour in your power. You 
may depend upon the moft efficacious inftances 
of hjs friendfhip in return ; as there is not a man 
in the world, of a more grateful and generous 
difpofition. You have conferred at the fame 
time, a very fingular obligation upon myfelf: 
for I know not any man amongft all our no- 
bility, who ftands higher in my efteem and af- 
fection. ‘Your good offices to him therefore, 
19 
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AW.702. in the following inftances Cheri he d I 
femmmt would particularly requett tiem, willé highly 
agreeable to me, In the firlt Piie, I beg you 
to defer the affair of Paufanias, an inhabitant 
of Alibanda, till Nero arrives in your province: 
and as this is a poiat in which I perceive he is 
exceedingly follicitous, it is with a proportion- 
able degree of zeal that 1 intreat your compli- 
ance. The next favour 1am to afk is, your 
particular proteétion for- the citizens of Nyfa. 
Nero is greatly‘ attatled to the intereft of this 
corporation: and I hope you will fhew them 
that nothing can be more to their advantage 
than his patronage. I have frequently had oc- 
cafion of recommending Strabo Servilius to 
you : bur I renew my applications with fo much 
the more ardor, as Nero takes a fhare in his 
concerns. We jointly then intreat you to fettle 
his affair, and not leave an innocent man to be a 
prey, perhaps, to one who may fucceed to your 
government with a turn of mind far different 
from that generofity which diftinguifhes yours. 
This will be aGting in a manner highly agreeable 
to myfelf, and fuitably at the fame time to your 
ufual humanity. In a word, the purport of 
my prefent application amounts to this; that 
you would upon all occafions continue to dif- 
tinguifh Nero with your moft peculiar regard. 
The 
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The trivk is, your Province has in this refpect 
greatly the\advantage over mine, as it affords 
you full {cope of doing honour to fo noble, fo 


ingenious, and fo virtuous a youth, Your per 
feverance in the fame generous offices with 
Which you have thus far affifted my friend, 
will give him an opportunity of “confirming and 
ftrengthening thofe illuftrious clientthips which 
have been delivered down to him from his an- 
ceftors. And let me add, that it will be placing 
your favours with great judgment in refpect to 
Nero, as well as beftowing them in the moft 
obliging manner likewife with regard to myfelf. 
Narewel. 


LETTER XVL 
To Curto, tribune of the people. 


HE congratulations of a friend are not 
ufually confidered as too late, if they are 

paid as early as poffible: my great diftance 
therefore from Rome, together with the flow 
progrefs with which news travels into this cor- 
ner of the world, will excufe me for not fooner 
fending you mine. But I now fincerely give 
them you: and moft ardently with that you 
may obtain immortal honour by your admi- 
3 niftration 


$95 
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A£.U.702. niftration ‘of the tribunate. To thie end, I 
wey’ mult exhort you not to fulZer yourelf to be 
turned afide from your natural nas, in compli- 
ance with the fentiments and advice of others: 
on the contrary, let me intreat you to be direct- 
ed in your miniftry by the faithful light of your 
own fuperior wifdom. No man indeed is capa- 
ble of giving you more prudent counfels, than 
will arife from the fuggeftions of your own 
good-fenfe: and believe me, you can never be 
mifguided fo long as you purfue the honeft dic- 
tates of your uninfluenced judgment. I fay not 
this inconfiderately ; but as perfetly-well know- 
ing the genius and principles of him to whor 
I am addreffing myfelf. Yes, my friend, I can 
never be apprehenfive that you will aét either 
weakly, or irrefolutely, whilft you fupport 
the meafures your heart approves, It was nei- 
ther chance, nor ignorance that led you to fol- 
licit this magiftracy in fo important a crifis. It 
was a deliberate and well confidered refolution 
that engaged you in this defign: and you were 
perfectly fenfible of the great and general con- 
fafion in which the commonwealeh is involved, 
together with the utter incertainty in what man- 
ger thefe our unhappy divifions will finally be 
terminated. You frequently reflect, I doubt 
pot, on the vain, the treacherous, and the pli- 
ant 
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ant aiipofitions of tle prefent generation, To AU. 70% 
repeat txkn what If juft now mentioned: let me 
aft 


conjure yourRtedfaftly ‘to perfevere in your old 
principles ; to confule the dictates of your owa 
breaft; and faithfully to comply with its wife 
and worthy admonitions. Hardly, perhaps, is 
any man more qualified than yourfelf to direé& 
the conduct of others: none, I am fure, to 
fteer your own. Good Gods! Why am I thus 
prevented from being a witnefs of your glo- 
rious actions, and an affociate in your patriot 
defigns ? The latter, I am perfuaded, you are 
far from wanting: however, the ftrength and 
., warmth of my affe&tion, might poffibly render 
ihe conjunction of my counfels with yours, not 
altogether unprofitable. 
You will hear from me again very foon: as 
I purpofe in a few days to fend an exprefs to the 
fenate with a particular account of the fuccefs 
of my arms during the Jaft fummer’s campaign. 
In the mean time, you will perceive by the 
letter which 1 delivered to your freed-man 
Thrafo, with what zealous pains I have follicited 
your election to the pontifical dignity: an 
eleftion, indeed, that will be atcended with 
much difficulty. I cofjure you in return, my 
dear Curio, not to fuffer this my very trouble- 
fome provincial adminiftration to be length- 
ened 
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ened out beyond the ufual seriod: and 1 {ntreat 
it by all the ftrong andxtender tis of our 
mutual friendfhip. When i fick ‘made this 
requeit to you in perfon, and feveral times after- 
wards repeated it-by letter, I had not the leaft 
imagination of your being tribune. I then in- 
deed only intreated your good offices as an 
illuftrious fenator, and as one who ftood high 
in the favour and efteem of every Roman, But 
1 now apply to Curio, not only as my noble 
friend, but as a powerful tribune. I do not 
defire, however, (what indeed would be more 
difficult to obtain) that any thing unufual fhould 
be decreed in my favour: but on the contrary, 
that you would fupport that decree and maint 
tain thofe laws by which I was appointed to this 
government. In a word, my fingle and mofl 
earneft requeft is, that the terms upon which I 
fet out for this province may not be changed. 
Farewel. 


LF T. 
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LEPTER XVI. 
To THermus, Propretor. 


Found you perfectly well inclined to employ A,U, 704. 
every good office in your power for my lieu ““—™ 

tenant Marcus Anneius, when I mentioned his 
affair to you at Ephefus. However, as my 
affection will not fuffer me to omit any circum- 
{tance which may tend to his advantage; I 
write to you in the belief that this letter will 
confiderably add to the favourable difpofition in 
which you already ftand towards him. He 
nas long enjoyed a fhare in my friendfhip: as 
indeed I have fufficiently fhewn the good opi- 
nion I entertain of him, by having appointed 
him my lieutenant in preference to fo many 
others, who follicited for that office. The war 
in which I was foon afterwards engaged, gave 
me occafion of experi¢ncing his military abili- 
ties: and the prudence, the courage and the 
fidelity with which he executed his commiffion, 
together with the extraordinary marks he gave 
me of his affection, have raifed him to the 
higheft poffible degree of my efteem. I in- 
formed you at Ephefus, that there were fome 
points in controverfy between him and the city 

of 
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A.U.702. of Sardis’: the particulary of which you will 

“env eft learn when the caufe nl co before you. 
And, here, I muft confefs, I*-have been long 
debating with myfelf what 1 fhould farther fay 
to you. The world univerfally acknowledges 
and admires your impartial adminiftration of. 
juttice: and my friend’s claim is fo well-found- 
ed as to require no other protection than that of 
your ufual equity. However, as] am fenfible 
of the great authority which naturally attends 
the Praetorian office, eipecially where it is exer-: 
cifed with fo much honour, lenity, and wifdom, 
as are well known to diftinguifh your admini- 
ftration; I intreat you to exert that influence 
in fuch a manner upon this occafion, as may 
convince Anneius that you are his friend. He 
is already indeed perfuaded that you are fo: 
and has often mentioned you to me in that cha- 
tacter. Neverthelefs, I cannot forbear conjuring 
you, by thofe reciprocal good offices which have 
equally paffed between us, to let him fee that 
this letter has rendered you ftill more inclined 
to ferve him. - Be affured, the whole extent of 
your provincial power cannot fupply you with 
an opportunity of more effectually obliging me. 
It is unneceflary I fhould add, that you cannot 
better difpofe of your favours, than by conferring 


7 In Lydia, 
them 
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them on Anneius: ahd I am perfuaded you have A.U.7o2. 
too high an opiniof of his merit and gratitude ““—~ 
to entertain the feaft doubt upon that article. 
Farewel. 


LETTER XVIII. 
To Votumnuius’®, 


HE familiar manner in which your letter 

to me was addreffed, tho’ extremely a- 
greeable indeed to the intimacy that fubfifts be- 
tween us, made me at firft doubt whether it did 
not come from my very good friend your name- 
fake the fenator. But I foon found by that lively 
and elegant humour with which it was diftinguifh- 
ed, that it could be the produce of no other hand 
than yours. I was exceedingly pleafed with it 
in every refpedt, but that I perceived you had not 
fufficiently difcharged your truft, and defended 


* The perfon to whom this letter is addreffed was a Ro- 
man knight, extremely admired for his wit and pleafantry. 
It was thi quality, itis probable, that recommended hun 
to Antony, with whom he appears to have been in fome 
credit; as he was hkewsfe employed by him in the civil 
wars. Atticus alfo was in the nuinber of Volumnius’s 
fnends: and after the battle of Moden:, when Antony’s 
faction was fuppofed xo be irrecoverably ruined, he generoufly 
protected him from the violences of the fuccefsful party. 
Ad Att. xv. 8. Corn, Nep. 19 vit. Attics, 
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A.U.702. the credit of my poffeffions dsa wit. For you tell 
tev— me, that fince I left Rome’ every paltry joke, 
even thofe of the dull Sextius himfelf, is placed to 
my account. And did you fuffer your friend to 
be thus difhonoured, without heroically ftanding 
forth in vindication of his genius? I seas in 
hopes, that my wit was ftamped with fuch diftin- 
guifhing marks as to prevent the pofibility of 
its being miftaken. Bur it feems there 1s fuch a 
general depravation of tafte in Rome, that no 
man’s conceits are fo execrably vile, as not to 
meet with admirers. As you value my repu- 
tation then, affert boldfy that every low thing 
which is repeated of this fort, is none of mine. 
And unlefs ic be fome fart pun, or elegant hy- 
perbole, fome ftriking paragram, or fome arch 
and unexpected turn*; 1n a word, unlefs it anfwers 


9 The hypeibole is a figure of {peech by which any 
thing is extravagantly magnified or dimimifhed beyond the 
truth. as a paragram is a fpecies of the pun, which con- 
fits im changing the initia] Jetters of a name. It would be 
needlefs to produce any example in explanation of the for- 
mer and an inftance of the latter kind wil! occur to every 
Englifh reader sn the well known reply which Cromwell 
made to the judges, when they reminded nim of Magna 
Charta. 

* Of this kind is what the Duke of Buckingham once 
faid to a noble Earl. Aly Lord, you well certainly be damned, 
How, my Lord! return’d the Earl with fome warmth, Nay, 
rephed the Duke, shere’s zo delp for ut: for 1* 25 poftivily 
fatd, Curfed ts he of whem al men speak well, ‘Tatler, vol. 1. 
Ne 17. 
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the character of true humour’ as defcribed in A.U.7o02, 
my dialogue on oratory, I defire you would do ““"—"" 


* Cicero in the treatife to which he here refers, intro- 
duces one of his fpeakers as pomting out the principal 
fources of oratorical humour. among which he makes very 
honourable mention of the pun There 1s fcarce an author 
indecd of any note among the ancients, that has nat in fome 
part or other of his writings, tried his genius at a conceit: 
and it 1s remarkable that there is one in particular which 
Tuns thro’ almoft the whole fet of Roman Claffics. The 
firft that appears to have ftarted it, is that venerable cenfor, 
Cato the elder. who ina grave fpeech recoided by Livy, 
taking notice of thofe fine ftatues that had been lately wranf- 
ported into Italy, after the conqueft of Greece, expreffes 
his concern, ne cle mages res nos ceperint, quam nos illas 
Horace was fo well pleafed wich this watticilm, that he has 
tran{fplanted it into one of hus epiitles: 


Grecia capta fei im vidtorem cepit, et artes 
Intulit agreft: Latw. 


And even the majeftic Virgil could not fecure himfelf from 
the infection of this contagious ambiguity : 


Num Captr petuere Capi? 


a quibble, which was afterwards taken up by Quintus Cur- 
tus though :t feents to be fomewhat damaged in pafling thro’ 
his hands. plures captivz, (fays that huftorian, {peaking of 
one of Alexander’s victories) guam gu: caperent, erant. 
When it is confidered how early this fpecies of falfe wit ap- 
peared in the world; with what difficulty it has been fub- 
dued ; that fome of the beft winters have not been able en- 
tirely to abftain from it; and thatit was the favourite of fo 
unqueftionable a gemas as Cicero; one cannot forbear think. 
ing with the inumtable Mr. Addifon, “ that the feeds of 
* punning are in the minds of all men.” It is the bufinefs 
therefore of criticifm to root out a weed, which the beft as 
well as the worft foul, it feems, is fo fl,ongly dilpofed to 
produce: asit cannot fpread without checking the nobler 
growth of true wit and ju imagination. Circ. de crat. u. 
38 Liv, xxmy. 4. Hor. ep. ti 1.157. Virg. in. vit, 295- 
Quint. Cure v.13, Addifon Sped. i. N° 61. 
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A.U.702z. me the favour moft vehemently to fwear, that 
“v= mine vou are confident it is not. With regard 
to thofe little pretenders to eloquence, of whom 
you complain, as having ufurped my place in the 
Forum; I am much lJefs concerned. Fare it as 
it may with plaintiffs and defendants of every 
kind, I am nothing difturbed: 10 not tho’ the 
worthlefs Selius himfelf fhouid be deemed elo- 
quent enough to perfuade the world, that he is 
not an arrant flave. But in the articie of wit, 
my friend—there indeed I am much too jealous 
hot to affert my prerogative, It is an article 
however, in which I ftand in fear of no other 
competitor but yourfelf: for your pretenfions, 
doubrlefs, are formidable. Yet when I fay this, 
you will modeftly fufpect, perhaps, that { am 
bantering: and who but mult own that Volum- 
nius is a man of penetration? To {peak ferioufly; 
a moft agreeable and lively vein of wit runs 
throughout your whole letter. I will confefs, 
however, that what you mention concermng our 
friend *, tho’ you reprefented it in a very drole 
light, did not once make me fmile. It is much 
my defire, I muft own, that he fhould conduct 
himfelf thro’ his tribunitial office with dignity ; 
not only for his own fake, as you kpow he is a 
man I value; bur for the fake likewife of my 


2 This feems to allude to Curio, 
coun- 
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country: which, however ill it has treated me, A.U.7oz. 

I fhall never ceafe to love. aes as 
And now, my dear Volumnius, 1 hope you 

will continue the agreeable correfpondence you 

have begun, and give me frequent accounts of 

affairs both private and public: for be affured, 

your letters are extremely pleafing to me. I 

intreat you, likewife, to endeavour to gain Do- 

jabella intirely to my interefls, by confirming 

him in that amicable difpofition towards me, 

which, I know, he is inclined to entertain. Not 

that I fufpedt he wants any applications of this 

fort: but, as I am very defirous to make him 

my friend, it is a point, I think, that cannot be 

too much Jaboured. Farewel. 


Dd 3 LE T- 
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LETTER XIX, 
To CrassiPEs’. 


Took occafion before I left Rome, of recom 
mending the Bithynia* company to you in 
the ftrongeft terms I was able: and I had the 
pleafure to find you perfectly well difpoted, 
not only from my inftances, but your own in- 
clinations, todo them all the good offices in 
your power. However, as thofe who are con- 
cerned ip the affairs of this fociety, think it may 
be to their advantage that 1 fhould thus repeat 
my affurances of the regard I bear them; I make 
no difficulty of yielding to their folicitations, 
Be well perfuaded then, that I have ever been 
defirous of rendering to this whole order 
in general, my beft fervices: to which in- 
deed the important obligations they have con- 
ferred upon me, give them an undoubted right, 
But my attachments are more particularly 
{trong to that branch of them concerned in 
3 He was Queftor in Bithynia: and probably at the 
fame time when P. Silius was governor of that province; 
See rem. 1. p. 366. of this vol. 
* The revenues of the republic arte from the foreign 
provinces were farmed by ‘he Roman knights; who were 
divided into feveral compames diftinguifhed by the name 


of the particular province whofe taxes they rented, See 
rem. 53. p. 204. of this vol, 
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the finances of Bithynia: as this company, from A U 402. 
the rank and charaéter of its members, forms ““~7~7 
one of the moft confiderable bodies in the whole 
republic. It is compofed indeed out of all the 
other companies, and happens to confift of feve- 
ral of my moft intimate friends. In this number 
their governor Publius Rupilius holds the prin- 
cipal rank: the moft important part of whofe 
function is concerned in my prefent addrefs I 
make it then my earneft requeft (and it is arequeft 
you may very eafily comply with) that you affift 
and protect their agent Pupius in difcharging his 
fervices to the fatisfaétion of the company: and 
in general, that you would promote their intereft 
by all thofe means which, 1 well know, are in 
the power of a Queftor, Your compliance in 
this inftance will greatly oblige me: and I will 
add too, what I can affirm from my own experi- 
ence, that you cannot confer your good offices 
upon a fociety that will more gratefully remem- 
ber them. Farewel. 


Dd4 LET. 
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LE,TTER XxX, 
To Puszius Sizius, Propretor. 


UBLIUS Terentius Hifpo, who is depu- 
ty-receiver- general of the cuftoms arifing 
from pafture and cattle in your province, 1s 
a perfon for whom I have a very particular 
friendfhip: as indeed many important good 
offices have mutually paffed between us. The 
fettling his accounts with the feveral cities un- 
der his department which yet remain unad- 
jufted, is a point wherein his character, you 
are fenfible, is greatly concerned. This [ at- 
tempted in his behalf with regard to the in- 
habitants of Ephefus: but my attempts, I 
muft confefs, proved unfuccefsful, It 1s the 
general opinion of the world however, and 
what I am firmly affured of myfelf, that the 
juttice and clemency of your adminiftration has 
gained you fuch an afcendant over the people 
of Greece, that you may eafily obtain of them 
any thing you fhall requeft. J intreat you then 
to employ your intereft with them in favour of 
Hifpo: and I afk it as a point in which my 
honour is peculiarly concerned. The truth is, 
not only the whole company in this branch of 
the revenues has placed itfelf under my pro- 
tection, 
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tection, but I have particular intimacies with A.U.7o2. 
many of its members. Your compliance there- “~~ 
fore with my requeft will ftrengthen my intereft 

with this fociety in general, and will alfo give 

me the fatisfaGion and credit of having obtain- 

ed your good offices for my friend. To this I 

will add, that you may depend on receiving 

great complacency both from the grateful re- 

turns of Hilpa in particular, and from the in- 

tereft you will eftablifh with this illuftrieus com- 

pany in general. You will likewife oblige me 

in a moft fenfible manner: for be affured, the 

whole extent of your government cannot fup- 

ply you with an opportunity of rendering me a 

more acceptable fervice. Farewel. 


( 411) 
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To Marcus Cato". 


HE great authority you bear in the 
republic, together with the high ef- 

teem I have ever entertained for your un- 
This illu@rious Roman was great-grand-fon to Marcus 
ew the Cenfor: to whom he was no Jefs allied in virtue 


an in blood. He had all his merit indeed, without any 
of his failings: and with the fan determmed inflexbihry 
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common virtues, make me look upon it as a 
point of much confequence to me, that you 


in his public condué, he was far more amiable in the com- 
mon intercourfes of private life. Perhaps a charadter equally 
perfeét, 1s no where to be found in the whole annals of plo- 
fane hiftory; and it may well be queftioned whether sumaz 
philofophy ever produced either before, o1 fince, fo truly 
great and good a man. It1s a juft obfervation of Sencca ; 
magnam rem puta, unum hominem agere and it is this un- 
common confiftency of aftion that marks the charatter of 
Cato with its moft diflmguifhing beauty, All the parts of 
his conduét accord with each other, and are the regular re- 
fult of one fteady and mvariable principle . 





Patria—impendere vitam , 
Nec fibi; fed tote gemtum fe cedure mundo, 


This was the glorious objeét of his ambition from his firft 
appearance in the world, to the laft moment of his life and 
he undauntedly purfued it thro’ all the various intults and 
oppofition that Cafar, Craffus, and Pompey, could contrive to 
traverfe and perplex his way. He refolutely indeed eppofed 
the progrefs of their power, in every ftep of its unconfitu- 
tional advancement; and with a sfolt confummate prudence, 
perpetually forewarned Ins countrymen of thofe calannties 
which they afterwards expericnced. Cicero, neveithelefs, 
has faid (and it has been often repeated after him) that there 
was more of probity, than of prudence in Cato’s politics ; 
and particularly inftances his treatment of the Roman 
knight. in a very nice cafe wherein they petitioned the fe- 
nate for redrefs. See rem g. p.114. of thisvol Perhaps 
Cato’s firmnefs in this article, cannot be juftified: but cer- 
tainly it would not be reafonable to pronounce from a 
particalar article, that he did not in the general tenor of his 
public actions difcover great abilities. Cicero fpeaks of 
them, ’trs true, upon cther occafions alfo, with fome dymi- 
bution: byt it is no wonder he should reprefent that con- 
Guct as injudicious, which was aimoft in every refpect the 
very reverfe of his own. ' One cannot eafily indeed believe 
that Cato’s talents were uncqual to his virthes, when one 
confiders the perpetual jealoufy with which he was looked 
upon by the firft tnumvirate, the violent meafures they 
smpleyed to prevent his being eieCted praetor; and that 
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fhould be apprifed of the fuccefS of my arms; A.U.703. 
of the difinterefted protection I have given to 

our allies; and of the integrity of my admini- 

ftration in general. And I doubt not when you 

fhal] be informed of thefe feveral articles, I 

fhall find the Jefs difficulty in perfuading you 

to comply with the requeft I am going to 

make. 

I arrived in this province on the laft of July: 
and as the feafon of the year rendered it necef- 
fary for me to haften to the army, I continued 
only two days at Laodicea, four at Apamea, 
three at Synnade, and as many at Philome- 
Jum. I found great numbers of people af- 
fembled in thefe feveral towns in expectation of 
my arrival: and during my ftay in each, I re- 
hheved many cities from the opprefiive taxes they 
laboured under, reduced the exorbitant intereft 
they paid for the money they had been obliged 
to borrow, and difcharged them from the unjuft 
demands of their ufurious creditors. Before I 
they would never fuffer him to attain the confular office, 
Integrity under the dire¢bon of much infersor abiliues, could 
not, furely, have been thus formidable; efpecially im an 
age the moft venal and unprincipled that ever darkened the 
anials of human corruption. But whatever may be deter- 
mined as to the meafure of his intellect. al qualities; he 
unqueftionably poifeffed the patriot virtues in their highel 
Ngrfection: and (as 1 noble author juftly obferves) “if he 
* could not fave, he prolonged the hfe of hberty.”? Plu 
an vit. Caton. Scuec ef. 120. Lacan wu. 382. Ad Att.i 18, 


11,5. Let. on the font of patrictycis Ds 35. 
arrived 
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A.U.703. arrived in iny government, 4 mutiny had arifen 
in the army, and the foldiers had difperfed them- 
felves into different parts of the provincc : five 
cohorts in particular were retired to Philome- 
lum, without a fingle officer tc comrnand them. 
I therefore ordered my lieutenant Anneius to 
conduct thefe fcattered regiments to the main 
body in Lycaonia, and to affemble the whole 
army at Iconium: where I direfted him to 
encamp. Thefe orders he very diligently exe- 
cuted: and I joined the troops on the 26th 
of Auguft. In the interval I employed myfelf, 
agreeably to the injunctions of the fenate, in 
raifing a ftrong body of Evocati *, together with 
a proper number of cavalry, as alfo in affem- 
bling thofe auxiliary forces which the free as 
well as regal ftates in allignce with the republic, 
had voluntarily offered me. As foon as the 
junction of all the troops was completed, | re- 
viewed the whole army: and on the 3oth of 
Auguft we began to move towards Cilicia. In 
the mean time, envoys from the king of Com- 
magene arrived with a very confufed indeed, 
but however as it appeared afterwards, a very 
true, account, that the Parthians had invaded 
Syria. This news greatly alarmed me, not only 
for the danger to which that province, but mi 


2 See remark 1. on letter 3. book iv. 
own, 
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own, was expofed: and which threatened like- A.U.70$. 
wife all Afia in general. I thought it advifeable 
therefore to lead my troops through that part 
of Cappadocia which borders on Cilicia. If 
indeed I had marched direétly into Cilicia, I 
could eafily have proteéted that diftri& of my 
province from any invafion on the fide of Sy- 
ria: as it cannot be entered from thence with- 
out traverfing Mount Amanus, over which there 
are only two narrow defiles that might be de- 
fended by a very fmall force. In fhort, no- 
thing can be more impregnable than Cilicia is 
from that quarter, by the fortifications with 
which nature has fecured it, But my chief 
concern was for Cappadocia, which lies entirely 
open towards Syria: and befides, there are feve- 
ral little kingdoms in its neighbourhood, which 
though in friendfhip with the Romans, yet dare 
not openly act againft the Parthians. Thefe 
confiderations therefore determined me to lie 
with my army on the borders of Cappadocia: 
and accordingly I encamped at Cybiftra, a town 
firuated not far fiom Mount Taurus, -By 
thefe means I was in a condition of protecting 
Cilicia, at the fame ume that, by poffeffing my- 
felf of Cappadocia, I prevented the contiguous 
ftates from entering into any meafyres to our 
prejudice. 

Whitt 
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Whilft affairs were in chis commotion, and 
there was reafon to apprehend a general war; 
King Desotarus fent an Embaffy to my camp 
with an offer of joining me with all his forces. 
I was extremely fenfible of this inftance of his 
zeal and friendfhip: and immediately returned 
him a letter of acknowledgments, with my preff- 
ing exhortations at the fame t me that he would 
haften his march. I cannot but obferve upon 
this occafion, that Deiotarus juftly merits thofe 
peculiar marks of favour and efteem, with which 
both you and I in particular, as well as the fe- 
nate in the general, have ever diftinguithed him. 
He difcovers indeed a remarkable fidelity and 
affection to the republic, together with an un- 
common prefence and greatnefs of mind Loth in 
action and in council. 

I found it neceffary for the better concerting 
my plan of operations, to continue five days at 
Cybiftra. During my ftay there, I had the fa- 
tisfaction to be of fingular fervice to Ariobar- 
zanes: a prince particularly affigned to my pro- 
tection by the fenate, in confequence of your 
motion for that purpofe. f delivered him from 
a very dangerous confpiracy, which was juft 
upon the point of being carried into execution 
I did more indeed: and not only preferved his 
perfon, but ftrengthened his authority. For this 

purpofe 
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purpofe I procured Metras and Athenagus, (the A.U. zag. 
latter of whom you ftrongly recommended to 
my care) not only to be recalled from that exile 
into which the intrigues of the cruel Athenais 
had «driven them, but to be reftored to their 
formier favour and credit with the king. And as 
it would have produced a very terrible civil 
war, if the high prieft*, who was among the 
difaffetted party, had taken up arms, as was 
generally fuppofed to be his intention; I found 
means of obliging kim to depart the kingdom. 
This young man abounded both in money and 
troops, and poffefied every other advantage that 
could render him of importance to thofe who 
were inclined to attempt a revolution—In a 
word, I recovered the authority of Ariobarzanes 
without occafioning the leaft blood-thed, or dif- 
turbance, and firmly eftablithed him in his royal 
dignity. 

In the mean time, I was informed by various 
exprefies, that a confiderable army of Parthians 
and Arabians were advanced to the city of An- 
tiochia?; and that a large body of their caval- 
ry which had penetrated into Cilicia, were en- 

2 It appears by a paffage, which Manutius cites from 
Hirtius, that the high prief of the’ templé of Bellona at 
‘€ ae ey 2 te ee 
pow “1 the king himfelf. Hert. de Bel, Alexand. 
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AU.703. tirely cut to pieces by a detachment of mine 

ev fupported by the praetorian * cohort in garrifon 
at Epiphanea*. Perceiving therefore-that the 
Parthians had turned off from Cappadocia, and 
were approached within a fmall diftance of the 
frontiers of Cilicia; § condutted the army with 
all poffible expedition to Amanus. Upon my 
arrival, I found the enemy was retired from An- 
tiochia, and that Bibulus had taken poffeffion 
of the city. IJ fent an exprefs therefore to Dei- 
otarus, who was upon full march with all his 
forces to join me, acquainting him that I did 
not at prefent fee occafion of drawing him out 
of his dominions; but that if any new occur- 
rence fhould arife, 1 would immediately pive 
him notice. 

My principal view in 4dvancing to Amanus 
was, that ] might be ready to affift either Culi- 
cia or Syria, as circumftances fhould require. I 
had likewife another defign, which I had before 
meditated and now prepared to execute, as being: 
of great importance to both provinces: J mean 
to quell the infurreétion of thefe highlanders, and 
extirpate an enemy that was perpetually infefting 


* The Praetorian cohort compofed a fort of body-guard 
to the proconful, or general. a confifted of & feleé& num; 
ber chofen out of the Evecat. The nature of the latter Has 
been already explained in'remark 1. p. 340. of th. vol, 

$ A city in Cilicia. 
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us. To this endJ made a feint of retiring to- A.V 703. 
wards another part of Cilicia: and having aétu- “oe 
ally returned a day’s march, I encamped at Epi- 
phanea. But on the rath of Odtober in the 
evening, I ftruck my tents: and by a long march 
during the whole night, I arrived early the next 
morning at Amanus. I immediately formed in 
order of battle, heading part of the troops myfelf 
in conjunction with my brother, and diftributing 
the command of the reft amongft my other lieu- 
tenants. The enemy being thus furrounded by 
furprife, were taken and deftroyed in great num- 
bers. Mean while, my lieutenant Pontinius at- 
tacked Sepyra, Commoris, and Erana: the lat- 
ter of which is the principal town on thefe moun- 
tains, and indeed confiderable enough to be call- 
ed a city. They each made a very obftinate 
refiftance: and notwithftanding the attack be- 
gan before day-break, they did not furrender till 
night, nor without having fuffered a prodigious 
flaughter. In this action we took fix fortrefies, 
and burnt many more. 

Having thus fuccefsfully completed this ex- 
pedition, we encamped at the foot of Mount 
Amanus, near Alexander’s ° altars: where I con- 
wt A place neat Iffus, where Alexander having defeated 


Darky, confecrated three altars to Juprter, Hercules, and 
Minervd; sy memorials of his viGtory. Quint. Curt. iii. 


Ee tinued 
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A.U.703, tinued four days. During the whole time I re- 
‘y= mained here, I was employed in extirpating the 
reft of thefe mountaineers, and deftroying that 
part of their lands which lies within my province. 
From hence I fat down befcre Pindineffum : 
a city in the territories of that part of Cilicia 
which has never fubmitted to the Romans. This 
was a place of great ftrength, and inhabited by a 
ftubborn people who had preferved themfelves 
unconquered even by the neighbouring kings. 
It was a harbour hkewife for fugitives of every 
kind: and they were greatly alfo in the intereft 
of the Parthians, whofe approach they impa- 
tiently expected. Upon thefe confiderations J 
thought it fot the honour of my arms to reftrain 
their infolence: efpecially as I fhould by this 
means the more eafily fubdue the fpirit of thofe 
other cantons which were equally averfe to the 
Roman government. In confequence of this 
refolution I invefted the town; and having 
raifed fix large fortreffes, I began to play my 
battering engines againft their walls. They 
held out however fifty-feven days: but at length 
finding the flames had feifed feveral parts of the 
town, and thae other quarters were laid in ruins ; 
they furrendered at difcretion, after having oc~ 
cafioned me an infinite fatigue. I had the Si 
faction to complete this enterprifé w.hout oc- 
cafioning 
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cafioning our allies the leaft inconvenience or A.U.703. 
expence. After having thus reduced Pindinef- ‘~~ 
fum, and received hoftages from the Tiburani, 
a neighbouring people equally bold and info- 
lent, I fent my army into winter-quarters. This 
care I affigned to my brother: and ordered him 
to canton the troops amongft thofe towns we 
had lately taken, or that were moft difpofed ta 
revolt. 

And now, if a motion fhould be made in the 
fenate concerning the honours due to the fuc- 
cefs of my arms, I fhall efteem it the highett 

lory (© be fupported in my pretenfions by 
Your fuffrage. Iam fenfible it is ufual for the 
gtaveft characters to requeft, as well as to be 
requefted, for favours of this nature, in the 
ftrongeft terms: but J perfuade myfelf it will 
be more proper for me to remind, than to folicit 
you, in the prefent inftance. You have fre~ 
quently indeed, not only diftinguifhed me with 
your vote, but with your higheft applayfe both 
jn the fenate and in the affemblies of the peo- 
ple’. And believe me, I have ever thought 
there was fo much weight and authority, in al} 

7 Cicero foon after the expiration of his confulate had 
very partucular obligations to Cato, of the kind he men- 
vijag. For the latter being trjbane at that tme, procured 


him "Ss. canfrmation from an affembly of the people, of the 
glorious ne of FATHER O7 His COUNTRY. Put. wm 


wet, Cre. 
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A.U.703. you uttered, that a fingle word of yours in my 
fev favour was the higheft honour I could poffi- 
bly receive. JI remember upon a certain occa- 
fion, when you refufed to vote for a public 
thank {giving * which was propofed in favour of 
a very worthy and illuftrious citizen; you told 
the fenate that you fhould willingly have given 
‘your fufirage in fupport of the honour in quef- 
tion, had it been defigned as a reward for any 
civil fervices which that conful had performed 
in Rome. Agreeably to this maxim, you for- 
merly concurred in voting that a public thankf{- 
giving fhould be decreed to me, not indeed for 
having advanced the glory of our country fy 
my military atchievements, (for that would have 
been a circumftance nothing uncommon) but for 
having, ina moft fingular and unexampled man- 
ner, preferved the liberties of the whole com- 
monwealth ° without drawing a fword. I for- 
hear to mention the generous fhare you have 
taken dn all the envy, the difficulties and the 
dangers to which my life has been expofed: and 
a far greater you were willing to have taken, if 
* This honour was ufually decreed to 2 general after fome 
ugnal advantage obtained by his arms. It confifted in ap- 
poinnng a folemn feftival m order to return thanks to the 


gods for the public fuccefs: at which time the fenate, rent 
in folemn proceffion to the principal temples f P, “ie, and 


“77 


aififted at the facnfices mfiituted for fuch occaff.ins. 
* By the iuppreflion of Catiline’s confpirac 


I could 
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T could have been prevailed upon to have con- A.U.703. 
fented. I forbear to mention likewife that you “~~ 
confidered my enemy " as your own: and, that 
in order to give me a convincing proof of your 
great regard, you fcrupled not to fhew your 
approbation even of his death, by defending 
Milo in the fenate. In return, (and I fpeak 
of 1t, not as a favour for which you are indebted 
to me, but as a tribute which I owed to truth) 
I have been no filent admirer of your virtnes: 
for who indeed can fupprefs his applaufe of 
them? In all my fpeeches both in the forum 
nd theefenate, as well as in the feveral pieces I 
ee publifhed, either in our own language, or in 
Greek, I have ever reprefented your charaGter 
as fuperior, not anly to the nobleft amongft our 
conteinporaiies, but to the moft celebrated in 
hiftory. 

After all, you will wonder perhaps, what 
fhould induce me to fet fo high a value upon 
thefe little tranfient honours of the fenate. I 
will acknowledge then the whole truth, and lay 
open my heart before you with a freedom be- 
coming that plulofophy we cultivate, and that 
friendihip we profefs: a friendfhip delivered 
down to,us from our parents, and improved by 
Noy reciprocal good offices, 


© Clodius. 
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Let me previoufly obferve, that if ever any 
man was a ftranger to vain-glory and a defire of 
vulgar admiration, it is myfelf: and this frame of 
mind which I poffefs by temper, has been ftill 
ftrengthened (if I am not deceived) by reafon 
and philofophy. As an evidence of this, I ap- 
peal to my confulate: in which, as in every 
other part of my life, tho’ I purfued that con- 
duét, I confefs, from whence true honours might 
be derived; yet I never thought they were of 
themfelves an object worthy of my ambition. 
On the contrary, ] refufed the government of a 
very noble province: and notwithiianding 
it was highly probable I might have obtaineé, 
a triumph, yet I forbore to profecute my pre- 
tenfions of that kind. [I forbore too the of- 
fering myfelf as a candidate for the office of 
augur: tho’ you are fenfible, I dare fay, that I 
might have fucceeded without much difficulty. 
But 1 will acknowledge, that the injurious 
treatment I afterwards fuffered, tho’ you always 
fpeak of it indeed as a circumftance which re- 
fiects the higheft honour upon my character, and 
as a misfortune only to the republic, has render- 
ed me defirous of receiving the moft diftin- 
guifhed marks of my country’s approbation. 


** Macedonia . to which he had a right by lot.*e flave 
fucceeded at the expiration of hys confulate. Jee rem. J, 
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For this reafon, J folicited the office of au- A.U.7045 
gur which I had before declined: and as little “~~ 
as I once thought the military honours defer- 
ved my purfuit, I am now ambitious of that 
diftinétion which the fenate ufually confers on 
its fuccefsful generals, I will own, I have fome 
‘view by this mean of healing the wounds of my 
former unmerited difgrace: and therefore, tho’ 
I juft now declared that I would not prefs you 
upon this article; I recall my words, and moft 
earneftly conjure your fuffrage and affiftance. 
x make this requeft however, upon the fuppofi- 
‘fon that what I have performed in this cam- 
gaign, fhall not appear contemptible in your 
eye, but on the contrary, far fuperior to the 
aétions of many of thofe generals who have ob- 
tained the moft glorious rewards from the fe- 
nate. 

I have obferved (and you are fenfible I ‘al- 
ways liften with great attention whenever you 
deliver your opinions) that as often as any que- 
{tion of this nature has come before the fenate, 
you were lefs inquifitive into the military than 
civil conduét of the proconful. It was the po- 
litical ordinances he had eftablifhed, and the 
moral qualities he had difplayed, that feemed to 
haves the, principal weight in determining your 
yote, Ii you should examine my pretenfions 

By 
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A-U.703. in this view, you will fee, that with a weak and 
“ev— inconfiderable army, I found a ftrong refource 
apainft the danger of a very formidable invafion 
in the lenity and juftice of my government. By 
thefe aids I effected, what i never could by the 
moft powerful legions: I recovered the fricnd- 
fhip of our alienated allies; firmly ftrengthened 
their allegiance to the republic ; and conciliated 
therr affections at a time when they were waiting 
the opportunity of fome favourable conjuncture 
to defert us. 
But perhaps J have expatiated farther ups, 
this fubje& than 1s neceffary : efpecially to , 


a 
before whom al] our all:es in general are acc 


ftomed to lay their complaints. To them 
therefore I refer you for an account of the bene- 
fits they have received by my admuiniftretion. 
They will all of them as with one vo.ce, I am 
perfuaded, give you the moft advantageous tef- 
timony in my favour; but particularly thofe l- 
Juftrious clients of yours the Cyprians ° and 


™ Cato fettled a correfpondence throughout the whcle 
Roman provinces, and recesved conftant intelligence of the 
condud& of the feveral governors in their 1 {pective com- 
mands: So attentive was this vigilant patriot to whatever 
concerned the intereft of the commonwealth! Pri. 2 zt. 
Caton. > 

“3 Cyprus had a particular claim to the ‘patronage of 
Cato, ashe had been employed in exccutmng a compAion 
by which that ifland was anneaed to the domyprS:%” of the 
zepublic. This commiflien was artfully contrived by Clo- 


Cappa- 
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Cappadocians: to whom I may likewife add AU.zoy, 
dius in his tribunate, in order to remove Cato out of his 
way’ but the precife nature of it, is no where diftinly 
explained. It thould feem by what may be colleéted from 
Plutarch that :¢ > only an embafly in which Cato was 
appoint to clam u behalf of the republic, the domini- 
onsor twitiny S.ag of Cyprus; and to offer him at the 
fame tr the high-priefthood of the temple of Venus in 
the viand of Paphos. which in thofe days might have been 
no dad mitageous eachange. Cato however has been 
fevercly cerfured by fome modern hiftorians for having ac- 
cepted thig office: and Dr. Middleton, in particular, thinks 
he cinnot be juftificd. But none of the antient hiftoriang 
fpea's of it as in the leaft unworthy of Cato’s virtue: and 
indeed one of the mof moral writers in all antiquity, men- 
Mons it upon an occafion which evidently fhews that it was 
‘by no means thought inconfiftent with that character of rigid 
‘a jteesudach this illuftrious Romin had fo defervedly ob- 
Aimed. Seneca in his leiter of confolation addreffed to Mar- 
tra on the lofs of her fon, taking notice of the advantages of 
in early death, inftances, among other examples, thofe cala- 
maties which a more extended penod had brought upon Ca- 
to. Marcum Catonem, fays he, fi a Cypro et hereditatis regia 
aifpenfatione redeuntem mare devoraffet,—nonne illo bene actum 
fore ?—Nune anni, um adjediwo paucifimu um, wirum hbertats 
non far tantum fed publica natum, coegit Cajarem fugere, Pom- 
perum fequ. Its evident then that this action was fo far fron: 
bemg deemed unjuftifiable im the opinion of the antients, 
(by which alone it can be fairly examined) that the nobleft 
of their moralifts has chofen it to complete the glory and 
grcce the exit of his favourite Hero, It muft unquef- 
tionably therefore have been founded upon fome circum- 
flances, that reconciled it to that law of nations which then 
prevailed in the world. Accordingly it appears by fome 
paflages in Cicero’s orations, that the repubhe had an 
antent claim to thefe dominions. For Alexander king of 
Egypt, to whofe territories Cyprus belonged, appointed the 
Roman commonwealth his general hear. and though the 
fenate did not judge proper at that junciure, to affert their 
“gl mght under this will; they thought it however a fuffi- 
cient nHe to poffeis themfelves of Alexander’s effects. From 
that timeslown to the date of Cato’s commiffion, frequent 
attempts Lad been made in tae fenate to enforce their right 
oder the w.'l: and a decree had attually pafled for that 
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A.U.703. your great and royal friend +, prince Deiotarus. 
If thus to act, is a merit of the moft fuperior 
kind; if in all ages the number has been 
far lefs confiderable of thofe who knew how 
to fubdue their defires, than to vanquifh their 
enemies; He that has given an inftance of 


purpofe. But as this decree was protefted againft by fome 
tribune; it had never been carried in.o execution. Thus 
far it fhould feem, that Cato’s commiffion was not founded 
upon a mere arbitrary exertion of power; but on a right 
which had long before received the fanction of the fenate, 
and which had already in part been vindicated to the public. 
Jn the next place, the inhabstants of Cyprus were extremely 
opprefied under the oe of Ptolemy, and defirous 
of transferring their fubyeGtion to the Romans, Paterculys 
reprefents this prince as one who well deferved tas =.../ - 
ment he fuffered : omnzdus morum vitus, fays he, cara conth. 
meliam meritum. And Dion Caffius exprefly declares thd. 
the Cyprians received Cato, “ovx axevoiws; hoping that 
“ from ftaves, as they were before, they fhould be raifed 
* into the number of the friends and allies of Rome.” 
But to confider this queftion in another view: what pro- 
bable reafon of perfonal intereft can be affigned for Cato’s 
undertaking this office? It could not be froma {pirt of 
avarice: for it is unanimoufly confeffed that he difcharged 
it with the moft unfpotted integrity. It could not be from 
a motive of ambition. for he refufed all the honours upon 
this occafion which his country would haye paid him. 
It could not be from a fervile compliance with the power oF 
Clodius: for he died rather than fubmit even to that of 
Czfar. Upon the whole, therefore, it feems reafonable to 
affert, tnat Cato acted in this inftance, as in all others, upon 
a principle of difinterefted patrioti{m, and confiftently with 
the ftricteft maxims of Pagan morality. Plut, zn vit, Caton. 
Orat. in Ruliic t. 11, 16. Vel. Paterce ti. 45. Das, p. 101, 
Senec. Conjol. ad Marc. 20. 

** Cato took a voyage into Afia, in order to ¢nform him- 
felf of the firength and difpofition of thefe eaftern prope: 
ces: and it was upon this occafion that he entered, into a 
perfonal friendthip with Deiotarus, who paid hin the ho- 
nours of his court with fingular marks of efteep. and confi- 
eration. Plat. in uit, Carer. 

both, 
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both, cannot certainly but be deemed, in Ca- A.U.7o3; 
to’s eftimation at leaft, to have ftrengthened his “14 
claim to the honours of his country, and to have 
improved the fplendor of his military atchieve- 
ments, by the more unufual luftre of his civil 
conduct. 

Let me in the laft place, and as in difidence of 
my own folicitations, call in Philofophy for my 
advocate: than which nothing has ever afforded 
me amore fenfible fatisfaction. The truth is, fhe 
__ is one of the nobleft bleffings that the gods have 

Nbeftowed on man. At her fhrine we have both 

ve Ustrom our earlieft years, paid our joint 
‘and equal adorations: and while fhe has been 
thought by fome, the companion only of indo- 
Jent and fecluded fpeculatifts; we (and we 
alone I had almoft faid) have introduced her 
into the world of bufinefs, and familiarifed her 
with the moft active and important fcenes. She 
therefore it is, that now folicits you in my be- 
half: and when Philofophy is the fuppliane, 
Cato, furely, can never refufe. To fay all in 
one word: be well affured, if I fhould prevail 
with you to concur in procuring a decree I fo 
much with to obtHin, I thall confider myfelf as 
wholly indebted for that honour to your autho- 
rity and friendthip. Farewels 
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LETTER If. 


Marcus Cato to Crcero. 


HE affection I bear both to you and ta 

the republic, induces me very fincerely to 
rejoice in finding that you exercife the fame in- 
tegrity and vigilance in the conduct of our arms 
abroad, as diftinguifhed your adminiftration of 
our moft important affairs at home. I have 
therefore paid your actions that honour whict, 
was moft confiftent with my judgmeme:~ ay 
in fpeaking to this queftion. before the fenate: 
as well as afterwards when I affifted in drawing 
up the decree that has pafled in your favour, } 
applauded the probity and prudence with which 
you have protected your province, preferved 
the crown and perfon of Ariobarzanes, and 
conciliated the affections of our allies in ge- 
heral. , 

If you rather choofe however that we fhould 
afcribe to the gods, thofe advantuges which the 
republic has gained intirely by your own con- 
fummate wifdom and probity; I am glad 
the fenate has paffed a decree for that purpofe, 
But if you are willing that Fortune thofid 
have the credit of yout ations, as fuppofing 

a pub- 
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a public thankfgiving neceffarily opens your A.U.703. 
way to a triumph; I muft obferve that the lat- 
ter is not always a confequence of the former. 
Yet granting it were; is it not far more to the 
honour of a general, to have it declared by a vote 
of the fenate that he preferved his province by 
the mildnefs and equity of his admmiflration, 
than that he owed it either tu the ftrength of his 
troops, or to the peculiar interpofition of provi- 
dence? Such at Jeaft were my fentiments when 
this queftion care before the houfe: and if 3 
“4.ve employed more words than ufual in explain- 
ing im; it was froma defire of convincing you 
that tho’ I propofed fo thé fenate what I thought 
would be moft for the advantage of your repu- 
tation, ] rejoice that they have determined what 
is moft agreeable to your wifhes. I have only 
to requeft the continuance of your friendfhip + 
and to intreat you fteadily to perfevere in thofe 
patl s of integrity which you have hitherto pur- 
fued both in refpect to our allies and the repu- 
blic'. Farewel. 


* This letter (to fpeak in the virtuof language) is aw 
unique, and extremely valuable as being the only compofition 
that has been tranfmitted to us from the hands of Cato. Jt 
confirms what Plutarch exprefly afferts, ti.at Cato’s manners 
were by no means of a rough and anpoluned caft: as no 
refufal could have been drawn up in more decent and cayil 
terms, A judicious eye, howeves, cannot but difcern thra? 


LET- 
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LETTER Il. 
To Carus Maxcetrius’,; conful. 


OTHING could be more agreeable to 

my wifhes, than that the queftion con- 
cerning the honours due to my military fervices, 
fhould come before the fenate at a time when 
you are conful: as it will afford you an oppor- 
tunity of gratifying that uncommon zeal for 
my interefts which 1 have upon all occafior- 
experienced from every branch of your-fensiy. 
Let me intreat you theretore, when the letter 
I have addreffed to the fenate fhall be laid be- 
fore that affembly, to exert your influence in 
procuring a decree in my favour of the moft di- 
ftinguifhed kind. I perfuade myfelf you will 
find no difficulty in complying with this requeft : 
as the fenate, I truft, will by no means be 
averfe to my pretenfions. If there were any of 
your family whofe friendfhip I emoyed in a 
higher degree than yours; I fhould have ap- 
plied to you by their intervention, But tho’ 


this veil of politenefs, the nice touches of a delicate and com 
cealed raillery: which Cicero neverthelefs thought proper to 
diffemble, as will appear by his anfwer to this letter ap the. 
following book. See vol. ii. p. 50. 


® See rem. 4. p. 322. 
ot) 
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no man ever entered more warmly into my in« AU.703. 
terefts, than your father; tho’ the efteem which ““v—™ 
your relation Marcus Marcellus has long enter- 

tained for me, is confpicuous to the whole 

world ; and in a word, tho’ all your family in 

general have ever honoured me with the moft 

fignal matks of their iegard, yer there is not 

one of them who hath afforded me ftronger in- 

ftances of affection than yourfelf. I conjure you 

then, to diftinguifh me with the higheft ho- 

nours : and Jet me experience in the affair of my 
thankfgiving, as well as_in every other wherein 
the glory of my repdation is concerned, that 
I want no folicifor to recommend me to your 
good offices, Farewel. 


Vor. I. Ff LET. 
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LETTER IV. 


To Lucius Pautus?, Conful. 


MONG many reafons for wifhing myfelf 

with you at Rome, the principal was, that 

I might both at your election and in the courfe of 
your confular miniftry have given you proofs of 
that zeal to which you have fo undoubted a right. 
Iam fenfible at the fame time, that the unanimity 
with which you were chofen, (and of which, in;, 
deed, I never entertained the leaft doubt)_ywoulc 
have rendered my affiftance’in that article alruge- 
ther unneceflary: and I fincerei; ‘vif you mey 
have as little occafion for it in the fubfequent 
difcharge of your office. However, I fhould 
have had the fatisfaction at leaft, of feconding 


your views in both. Ic is a great concern to 


me, I confefs, when I reflect that notwithftand- 
ing I experienced many important inftances of 
your affection during my confulfhip; I am yet 
utterly incapable of making any return in your,. 
And what renders this refleCtion ftill more mor- 
tifying is, that you were but a young man when 
you thus generoufly difplayed the effects of your 
friendfhip: whereas 1 am at a time of life when 


3 See rem. 6, p. 324. of this vel. 
much 
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much greate: advantages might well be expected A,U.703. 
from mine. I know not, in truth, by what ““™~ 
fatality it is, that you have continually had op- 
portunities of advancing my dignities, and that 
T have never been able to contribute any thing 
but ineffectual good wifhes to yours. Thus, as 
not only in the inftance I juft now mentioned, 
but in the article of my reftoration, I was in- 
debted to you for the higheft honours; fo a 
frefh occafion now prefents itfelf to you of dif- 
tinguifhing me, as my military atchievements 
‘nave happened to fall within the period of your 
cenfutate. The dignity6f that office with which 
you are invefted, hid the importance of thofe 
honours | uing for, might well require 
that I fhould addrefs you in all the warmth of 
folicitation: but I dare not venture thus to 
prefs you, left it fhould look as if I forgot, or 
at leaft imagined that you had forgotten, your 
ufual difpofition to ferve me. I will make my 
requeft therefore in few words and_ it will be 
treating you in a manner more agreeable, I 
dare fay, to your own inclinations, as well as 
to thofe favours which all the world 1s fenfible 
I have received at your hands. If any others 
indeed than you and your collegue were in pof- 
feffion of the confular office, you are the firft 
man whofe mediation I thould have employed 
F-€ 2 in 
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A.U.703. in order to render the confuls favourable to 

“~— my pretenfions. But as this high authority 13 
vefted in you, with whom J have the ftrongeft 
and moft confpicuous connections; I cannot 
feruple to conjure your affiftance in {peedily pro- 
curing a decree of the moft iluftrious kind in 
my favour: an honour which you will find, by 
the letter I have addreffed to the ‘enate, that my 
arms are not unwcrthy of receiving. } recom- 
mend then my rephtation, and indeed my con- 
cerns of every foit, to ycur generous patronage. 
But above all EF beleech you (and it is a requefi 
I mentioned in my former etter) that you world 
not fuffer the time of my co. tinuance here to 
be prolonged. It is much my defire, in truth, 
to fee you in your confular office: and I aoubr 
not of obtaining from your adminiftiation every 
advantage, both here and in Italy, that 1 moft 
with to enjoy. Farewel. 


LET. 
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LETTER VV. 


Marcus Cozzrus to Cicero. 


OU have been informed, I doubt not, A.U.703. 
that Dolabella has exhibited articles of “~~ 
impeachment againft Appiu}*: and this pro- 
fecution feems to be morel agreeable to the 
world in general than I ifnagined. Appius, 
however, has acted with great prudence upon 
she occafion: for as fan as his adverfary had 
lod colle aii he withdrew his petition 
for a tr > and immediately entered the 
city *. By thefe means he filenced the reports 
to his difadvantage: as he appeared more will- 
ing to take his trial than his profecutor expected. 
Appius relies greatly in this conjuncture upon 
your affiftance: and I am perfuaded you are 
not difinclined to ferve him. You have it now 


in your power ° to do fo, as far as you fhall 


4 He was profecuted by Dolabella in two diftin® im- 
peachments. The firft was, for being guilty of treafon m 
his gov.rnment of Cilicia, and the other, for bribery and 
corruption in his election«to tne confulate. Ep. Fam, iis. 
11. 

5 Sce reth. 3. p. 371. of this vol. 


* As one of Dolabella’s impeachments againft Appius 
was for his male prattces mm Cilicia, 1 was extremely in 


F f 3 think 
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A.U.703. think proper: tho’ I muft add, you would be 
more at liberty co limit your good offices towards 
him, if you and he had never been upon ill 
terms together, But <8’the cafe now ftands, 
were you to meafure out your fervices by the 
right he has to demand them, it might be 
fufpeéted that yoy) were not fincere in your 
reconcilement : alecieas you can hazard no 
cenfure by obi him; as you will fhew 
that you are not t¢ be difcouraged from aéting 
a generous part, even where fiiendfhip * might 
incline you to the corktrary. This reminds me 
of acquainting you, that “olabella’s wife Jb- 
tained a divorce juft upon thé: -ommexement 
of this profecution. I remember the commif- 
fion * you left with me when you fet out for 
the province ; as I dare fay you have not for- 
gotten what I afterwards wrote to you concern- 
ing that affair. I have not time to enlarge 


the power of Cicero to ferve Applus in thofe examinations 
which were neceffary to be taken im his province. 


* To Dolabella. 


8 It feems probable from this paflage, that there was 
fome profped} of a divorce between Dolahelta and his wife 
before Cicero left Rome; and that the latter had commif- 
fioned Coelius, in cafe this event fhould happen, to take 
fome mea{ures for procuring a match betweer Dolabella 
and his daughter Tullia, There will be occafion to make 
a ufe of this circumfance in a remark upon a letter in 

¢ following book: and therefore it 1s here pointed out 
for the reader’s particular obfervation. See rem. 6, p. 6, 


vol, ii. 
& vpon 
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ae it gbpreient : only let me advife you, how AU.703, 
mbch foever you may relifh the fcheme, to ““™ 
wait the event of this trial before you difcover 
your fentiments. indeed your inclinations 
fhould be known; it wih raife a very invidi- 
ous clamour againft you :\and fhould you give 
Dolabella the leaft intima}ion of them, they 
will certainly become more public than will be 
convenient either for your iftereft, or your ho- 
nour. He would undoubfedly be unable to 
conceal a circumftance fofadvantageous to his 
prefent views, and whiff would give fo much 
CPadit to the profecycfon in which he is engaged : 
oo he would fcarce refrain from 
making it the fubjeé&t of his converfation, not- 
withftanding he were fure the difcovery would 
prove to his prejudice. Pompey, I am told, 
interefts himfelf extremely in behalf of Appins : 
infomuch that it is generally imagined he has a 
defign of fending one of his fons in order to fo- 
licit you in his favour. Mean while we are in 
the humour here of acquitting all criminals : 
nothing, in truth, fo bafe or fo villainous can 
be perpetrated that is not fure of efcaping 
punifhment. You will perceive how wonder- 
oully agive our confuls are in their office, when 
I tell ypu that they have not yet been able to 
procure a fingle decree of the fenate, except 
Ff 4 one 
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A.U,703- one for appointing the Latian * fel wag. Even 
our friend Curio has not hitherto acted wid a7 
fpirit in his tribunate; as indeey it is impoffible 
to defcribe the general Jndgls'.e that has feized 
us. If it were not for my correfts with the 
vintners and the furv) yors of the public aque- 
ducts, all Rome wuld appear in a profound 
lethargy. Jn fhort, I know not to what degree 
the Parthians may fave animated you : but as 
for us in this part} of the world, we are fa(t 
afleep. But how mich faever we may want to 
be awakened ; J hope sf will not be by the Par- 
thians. It is reported, nevarthglefy tho’ J kno 
not on what foundation, that ‘hey have g.ined 
fome flight advantage aver the troops ot Bibulus, 
near Mount Amanus. 

Since I wrote the above, I muft recall what 
I faid concerning Curio: the cold fit is at 
Jength expelled, by the warmth of thofe cenfures 
to which the levity of his condué has expofed 
him. Far, not being able to carry his point 
with refpe& to the intercalation *, he has de- 
ferted the intereft of the fenate; apd harangued 
the people in fayour of Cafar'*. He threatens 


® This feftival was inftitated by Tarquin, in memory of 
his conquet of Etruria. 


1° See rem, 8. p. 266. of this vol. 


** Frhas already been obferved in the courfe oF thefe re- 
qoarks, that Curio fecretly favoured the intereft of Cafar, 


a hikewife 
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Sauda we 
tle fame tend 







opofe a Viarian law, fomewhar of A.U.703. 
cy with the Agrarian one which “7 
was formerly att@mpted by Rullus ™: as alfy an- 
other, impowering=ehe Aldiles to diftiibute corn 
among the people. 
If you fhould determige (as I think you 
ought) ta employ your gobd offices in bchalf 
of Appius, I beg you wougd take that Oppor- 









at the fime time that he affeéted $ ad in concert with the 
friends cf the fenate. But curcum@fances being now mature 
for throwing afide the ma‘k, he {ized the firit opportunity 
of quarreling with his party. With ths view, he applied 
to the pontincal college for imtercalation, in order to 
* lengthen out the penod oMhis tnbumtal miniftry. This 


henew would not begfanted : 4s having before ratfed, at 
is prokgble, fore 1.0 of his real defigns. Ihe re- 
fal’, howe nifhed him with the pretence he wanted ; 


and gave a colour (fuch as it was) to the defeition he had 
Jong meditated. Dzo, p. 149) 

™ Rullus was tribune of the people in the confylate 
of Ciccro- by whofe addrefs and eloquence the law which 
Rullas attempted to introduce, was rejected. ‘ Thefe Jaws 
(as Dr. Middleton obferves) * ufed to be greedily receyyed 
« by the populace, and were propofed therefore by fac. 
“ ueus magitrates, as oft as they had any point to carry 
with the mulutude againft the public good: bur this 
law (of Rullus) was of all others the moft extravagant, 
“« and by a fhew of granting more to the oa ig thay had 
«< ever been given before, feemed likely to be acctpted, 
« The purpole of it was to create a decemvirate, Or ten 
<< commiffioners, with abfolute power for five years over 
« all the revenues of the republics to diftnbute them arp 
« pleafure to the citizens; to fel] and buy what lands they 
«thought fit; to determine the rights of the principal 
« poffeffors; to require an account from all the generals 
« abroad, fexcept Pompey, of the {spoils taken in their 
« wars; tq fettle colomes wherefoever they judged Proper, 
« and acularly at Capua; aad in fhort, to command 
ff all the money and forces of the empire.” Life of Tulh, 
& 161. 8vo. edit, 


a 
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A.U.703. tunity of recommending me toh Nfavor, Let 
me prevail with you likewife nor “to declare your- 
felf with refpect to Dolabella 28 your leaving 


that point at large wil soe of fingular import- 
ance, not only to the” 4ffair I hint at, but alfo in 


regard to the opinio ¥ the world will entertain of 
your juftice and he Jour. 

Will it not be a igh refleétion upon you, if 
I fhould not be f*tifhed with fome Grecian 


panthers ? Farewel 


LETTER VI, 


From the Samé<. 


Know not how foon you may with to refign 
your government ; but for my own part, my 
impatience for your return js in proportion to the 
good fortune that has hitherto attended your 
arms. Whilft you continue in the province 
therefore, I fhall be under perpetual apprehen- 
fions, left fome unlucky reverfe fhould damp 
the joy I take in your late fuccefsful expedi- 
tion. 
T have time to write but a very few words, as 
I eonvey this by the hands of the courier to the 
farmers of the revenue, who is juft fet.ing out: 


and indeed I fent you a long letter yefterday 
by 
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y your ¥reeR-man. Nothing has fince occurred A.U.703. 


worth commu¥icating: unlefs you fhould have 
curiofity enougt}to think (as I imagine you will) 
that the following Wicles deferve notice. In the 
firft place then, Cornifidus is upon the point 
of being married to the Youngeft daughter of 
Sylla: and in the next, Haula Valeria on the 
very day her hufband waq expected from his 
government, procured a qivorce, without al- 
ledging the leaft caufe. fhe is to be married 
to Decimus Brutus. Sevfral very extraordinary 
incidents of the fameMind have happened dur- 
Tix your abfence, But would you have fuf- 
pected that. rvius Ocella was fo well with 
the ladies, as to have been twice difcovered in 
clofe gallantry within the fpace of three fhort 
days? If you afk me where the feene of this 
amorous adventure was laid? In fad truth, my 
friend, where I leaft wifhed: but for the reft, I 
Jeave you to inquire of others *, And a pleafant 
piece of intelligence it will be for our noble ge- 
neral to learn, in whofe fair quarters the luck- 
Jefs Ocella was feifed! Farewel. 








* One would almoft fufpect, from the referved manner in 
which Ccelius relates this adventure, that he had @ flaring 
reajon on bys brow (as the poet humourvutly calls it) for not 


bein g mozrf; cx pucit. 
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GET YE kt: Vit. 


To Appip’s PuLcHERr. 


Will aniwer ycur letter more fully than 

I can at prefent, the very firft moment I 
fhall have more lefure. In the mean while 
I fnatch the oppo-tunity of fending this by 
‘the hands of fome\doimeftics of Brutns, who 
jut now called uponNue at Laodicea, and are 
returning with all expedition to Rome. They 
are in fo much hafte thar I hive_only ties to 
write this, and another to Brutus. 

The deputiés from Apamea delivered your 
long letter to me, wherein you yery unjuftly ac- 
cule me of having obftiucted by my mandates 
the public monument * which that city propofed 


* It was ufual with thefe Afiatic provinces, to conf crate 
temples to ther Roman governors and eflociate them with 
the gods in the fame common ceremonies of religious wor- 
fhip. Probably therefore the building which the City of 
Apamea propofed to erect, was fome compliment to Ap- 
pius of this facred kind. The very ingenious Monfieur 
Mongault has fhewn in a learned differtation which he 
read before the Royal Academy of Belles Lettres at Paris, 
that the divine honours which were paid to the Roman 
Emperors, were only a conunuance of the fame infamous 
proftitution which had been praGufed daring thj times of 
the republic. Phar. ia vit. Flamin, Meaotyes de Atterat. vol. 
i. p. 369, . 

to 
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sae Rake 
al : 
p ceed tmme 
defign, left they Mould be prevented by the win- 
ter; and very f@rerely reproach me for hav- 
ing fufpended the affeflikents for that purpofe 
till I fhould be able to rap into the juftice of 







raifing them. This, you tell me, was in fome fort 
an abfolute prohibition: fine the winter would 
neceffarily be fet-in, before} I could return out 
of Cilicia in order to examine into that affair. 
Having thus ftated the feyeral articles of your 
charge ; I will now thewou that they are alto- 
gether unreafonable, In the firft place then, as I 
had-seccived consplaints on the part of thofe who 
thought themfelves aggrieved by exceffive taxes; 
where was the injuftice, if I forbade thefe fub- 
fidics to be levied til 1 could examine into the 
meriis of the cafe? But this, it feems, [ could 
not be able to effect, cill the winter. Yet why 
not? let me afk: fince it was the part of 
thofe who made thefe complaints to wait upon 
me, rather than mine to attend them. Bue 
you will object, perhaps, to the reafonablenels 
of laying thefe people under the difficulty of 
taking fo long a journey. Yer this journey you 
ydurfelf muft neceffarily have defigned they 
fhould fi when you gave them your letter to 
deliverto me. And deliver x they accordingly 

did: 


445 


defire I would fuffer them to A.U.703. 
tely upon the execution of that “~~ 
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A.U.703. did: but they timed it fo abfurdly? ho’ j 
703. did: but they timed it fo abfur 7 f 


was to defire they might be permitted 

their work during the fumme, they did not 
bring it to me till that feafgnJwas expired. I 
muft acquaint you, Z.owever, that far the 
greater part of thefé very citizens are averfe 
to the levying this ,ax in queftion: neverthe- 
lefs I fhall take scl meafures for chat purpofe, 
as I imagine wil prqve moft agreeable to your 
inclinations. And thus much for this Apameaa 
bufinefs. ‘ 

* T am informed by Raufanias, a freed-man of 
Lentulus and one of my accefifors*, that yoy 
complained to him of my hawag treated,¢ou 
with great haughtinefs and incivility by not 
coming to meet you in your approach to Ico- 
nium. The fatt, however, is this: I received 
a meffage from you late at night, acquainting 
me that you propofed to give me an interview 
in that city before the next morning: bur your 
fervant could not inform me which of the two 
roads you intended to take. In order therefore 
that 1 might be ready to attend you, I difpatched 
your friend Varro, together with Lepta, the 
captain of my artillery, directing them to take 
different roads, and which-ever fhould meet you 


3 The Accenfors were officers who attended on tthe pro- 
confplar maguhiates in their courts of juftce, 
firft, 
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Frft, to retin with immediate notice. Ac- A.U, 703. 
cordingly Lepta catne back with great expedi- = 
tion: and affurang me that you had actually 
paffed the camp, I inftantly went to Iconium. 
What followed I need nat mention. And now 
is it probable, that 1, who am rather apt to be 
more affiduous in offices of this kind, than my 
{tation and character require, fhould negle& to 
pay the accuftomed honou’s to Appius Clau- 
dius, to one dignified with the auguft title of 
Imperator ; and what is ftill ftronger, to my 
friend ?, But not to dwell any longer upon this 
arucle; I cannot forbear taking notice of an 
exp-effion you made ufe of to the fame perfon. 
"© A conpument of this kind, you told him, 
“had mutually paffed between you and Len- 
“ tulus*: and did Cicero take upon himfelf to 
“ a& towards a perfon of your quality with 
“ Jef ceremony?” But can it be true, that fo 
weak an expreffion fhould drop from a man of 
your improved underftanding, and knowledge 
of the world: I will add too, (what the ftoics 
juftly rank in the number of focial virtues) of 
your refined good breeding ? Can you poffibly 
believe me fo mean, as to be influenced more 
by the diftinétions of birth, than of merit? I 


* Lentt ‘us was predeceffor to Appius in the government 
ef Cilici”, as Appius was to Uicero. 


have 
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A.U.703. have ever indeed held the founders of illuf- 
trious families as truly great : A never could [ 
efteem the fplendid names théy tranfmicted to 
their pofterity, as objects of my ‘admiration. 
Thefe were my fentiments even before I had 
myfelf attained what the world confiders as the 
higheft honours. But nqw, after having filled 
the moft diftinguifhed pofts in the common- 
wealth with a character that leaves nothing more 
for my ambition to wilh; tho’ 1 am far from 
thinking myfelf fuperior to thofe of your rank, 
I hoped however thar I might be deemed their 
equal. I am perfuaded at leaft, that [ hay- 
been always regarded as fuch, not only by-Zen- 
tulus, to whom I yield the preference to my- 
felf in every refpegt; but by Pompey likewife, 
whom I look upon as the greateft man the 
world has ever produced. But if you differ from 
them in this opinion; I would recommend the 
writings of Athenodoius * to your attentive pe- 
rufal: as they will teach you to form a more 
jut diftinétion between high birth and true 
nobility *, 

But not to deviate farther from the purpofe 
of my letter: I beg you would do me the juf- 
tice to believe, not only that I ain your friend, 


$ He was preceptor to Auguftns Cafar. Maris, 
* See rem. i, p. 101. cf this vol. 
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but that I am moft affectionately fo: the truth A.U. 705, 
of which I thal’ endeavour to evince, by every “w= 
means in my power. Neverthelefs, if you are 

difpofed to make the world fufpect that you 

have lefs reafon to take my intereft under your 
protection during my abfence, than I had to a& 

for yours in the fame circumftance; I willingly 

fpare you the trouble ; 


There want not chiefs in fuch a caufe to fight, 
And Fove himfelf fhall guard a monarch’s right’. 


But, notwithftanding you fhould give me rea- 
idn to think that yon are of a temper too apt 
to take offence, you will not however extin- 
guifh my defire of exerting my beft fervices 
in your behalf: you will only render me lefs 
follicitous in what manner you may receive 
them. 

Thus I have opened my heart to you with 
a freedom that refults from the confcious fin- 
cerity of my friendfhip towards you: and 
which, as it was founded on difpaffionate judg- 


? Hom. Pope’s tranflat. Thefe lines are taken from the 
fpeech of Agamemnon to Achilles in the firt Ihad, where 
the latter threatens to withdraw his forces from the com- 
mon cawfe. Cicero feems to apply them in particular allu- 
fion to his intereft with Pompey: who, at this time, was 
the great Wdol of his devotion, and the political Jove at 
whole fhrip= he mofl devoutly bowed. 


Vor. I. Gg ment, 
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AU.703, ment, I fhall preferve jut as long as may be 
wemyenn! acreeable to your own inclinations, Farewel, 


LETTER VII, 
To Carus Cassius’, Proqueftor. 


Y own inclinations have anticipated your 
recommendation: I have long fince re- 

ceived Marcus Fabius into the number of my 
friends. He has extremely endeared himfelf to 
me indeed, by his great politenefs and elegance 


* He attended Craffus into Syria, as his quaftor ; wio 
being killed in an engagement againit the Parthians, as 
has Bai related in rem. 7. p. 128, of this vol. the admini- 
ftration devolved upon Caffius. He fcems when this letter 
was written to have been fetung out, if not actually upon 
the road, frum that province. Soon after his return to 
Rome, the civil war broke out; in which he commanded 
a very confiderable fleet on the fide of Pompey. bit upon 
the defeat of that general in the plains of Pharfalia, he 
farrendered both himfelf and his {hips to the conqueror. 
See rem. * p.171. vol.it. Itis unneceflary to mention the 
part which Caffius afterwards aéted towards his bene- 
fa€tor : as every body knows that he was the principal 
contriver and manager of the confpiracy againit Cafar. 
Plutarch afferts, that he engaged in this defign from his 
paffionate love of liberty ; but the contemporaries of Caffius 
thought otherwife, and it was generall balieved in Rome, 
that he was sftuated upon that occafion more by pique 
than patriotifm. It is probable indeed that the former was 
his ftrongeft, if not his fingle, motive: for his oppreffive 
and tyrannical conduct during his adminiftration of the 
province of Syria, renders it not very reafonable to fuppofe 
that he was a real friend to the natural rights +f Sealand, 
Phat. in vst. Brut. Cic. epift. famil. vin. 10. fee let. 14. 
book iv. p. 390. of this vol. ¢ 
1) 
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of manners: but particularly by the fingular A.U. 703. 
affection I have obferved he bears towards you, ““""—™" 
Accordingly, tho’ your letter in his behalf was 
not without effect, yet my own knowledge of 
the regard he entertains for you had fomewhat 
more : you may be affured therefore I shall very 
faithfully confer upon him the good offices you 
requeft. 

Many reafons concurred to make me with 
you could have given me an interview. In the 
firft place, I was defirous after fo tedious a 
feparation, to fee a friend whom I have long 
efteemed. In the next place I fhould have 
been glad to have expreffed thofe congratula- 
‘tions in perfon, which I have already paid you 
in a letter. I wanted likewife an opportunity 
of conferring with you upon our mutual affairs, 
as well as of confirming a friendthip founded on 
many reciprocal good offices, tho’ intetrupted 
indeed by a long abfence. But fince I could 
not obtain the pleafure of 2 nearer conference, 
let me take the advantage at leaft of this more 
diftant communication: and which in moft re- 
fpects will anfwer the fame purpofe. There is 
one or two however, I muft except: as it can 
neither afford me a fatisfaction equal to that of 
feeing you, nor a mean of rendering you fo 
fenfible,of the joy I feel in your late fuccefs. 

Gg2 But 
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A.U.703. But tho’ I have already expreffed my congra- 

Sr eulations in a former letter, I will here again 

affure you that I very fincerely rejoice, not only 

in the illuftrious aétions you have performed %, 

but at your very opportune dzparture amidit 

the general efteem and applaufes of the whole 
pravince. 

And now, what I had farther to fay if we 

had met, related co our mutual affairs : a point 


® Cafhus, after the death of Craffus, and the total defeat 
of his army, conduéted back the remains of the Roman 
troéps intu Syria, and fhut himfelf up in Antiochia. But 
upon the approach of the Parthians towards that City, he 
out; and by his bravery and conduét, having re- 
ulfed the enemy, he continued harrafling their retieat ull 
# drove them entirely out of Syria. It 1s upon this fuc- 
cefs that Cicero’s congratulations are founded: but they 
are congratulations in which he was by no means fincere. 
For in fome letters to Atticus written about this time, he 
fpeaks of Caffius as having magnified his ations to the fe- 
nate much beyond the truth- and even clams 2 fhare with 
hum in the glory of repulfing the Parthians, It was the 
news, he fays, of his being upon the march iy order to 
afift Caffius, that animated he courage, and Ipread fuch 
terror among the enemy as induced them to retreat. But 
this (as the very ingenious Irench tranflator of the letters 
to Atticus obferves) was afcnbing to himfelf an honour to 
which he had certamly no right. For Cicero was at a 
at diftanee from Antiochia when the Parthians retreated 
rom that city: whach the bravery of Caffius, together with 
their pwn inexperience in the nature of regatar freges, were 
the only caufes of their abandoning. An obfervation there- 
fore of Cicero’s own, may ferve, perhaps, as a proper con- 
elufion to this rétnark: Deferme off de fe ipo predscare, falfo 
praferton; et cum irrifient audientiums tentari militem glorio~ 
jum. Did, p. 134 Ad Att. v. 20,21. Mong. Traduét. 
vol ik, p. 148. rem, 9. De othe. i. 38. 
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however which may full as well be difcuffed in AU. 70}. 
this manner. With regard to your own; when 
1 confider your intereft in general, 1 cannot but 
advife you to haften to Rome. When I left the 
city, there was not the leaft appearance of any 
defigns to your prejudice: and I am perfuaded 
your returning thither while the fuccefs of your 
arms is frefh upon the minds of the people, 
will infure you a reception greatly to your ho- 
nour. The reafon for haftening your journey 
will hold fill ftronger, if you are convinced 
that you fhall be able to defeat thofe profe- 
cutions Which you are apprehenfive, it feeags, 
may be brought againft fome of your officers : 
as nothing will place your character in a more 
advantaycous light, than a victory of this kind. 
But, if you imagine the charge can be made 
good againft them ; it merits your confidera- 
tion, whether your arrival in Rome will not 
happen in a conjuncture very unfavourable for 
fuch a circumftance. Upon the whole, you 
yourfelf are moft capable of determining this 
queftion; as you are the beft judge of your own 
ftrength. If you think you fhall triumph over 
your adverfaries ; it is 4 circumnftance undoubt- 
edly that will raife your general eredit: but if 
you are clear that the reverfe will prove the. 
cafe, yOu will certainly be lefs mortified by the 
Ge 3 diftant 
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A.V. 703. diftant reflections of the world, than if you were 
placed within the hearing of their malicious 
cenfures. 

As to my own affairs ; I muft repeat the re- 
queft of my laft, and intreat you to exert your 
utmoft endeavours that my continuance here 
may not be extended beyond the period limited 
by the fenate and the people. [I urge this re- 
queft, as one upon which all my hopes depend: 
and intreat you to aét im it with a proporti- 
onable zeal. You will find Paulus * ex- 
tremely well difpofed to co-operate with you 
upon this occafion: as alfo both Curio and 
Furnius * 

I have only to add the laft article I men- 
tioned, as an inducement for defiring an inter- 
view: I mean, in order to renew and confirm 
the pledges of our mutual friendfhip. I perfuade 
myfelf it will not be nec :ffary to employ many 
words for that purpofe. You difcovered indeed 
an early difpofition to be thus united with me: 
as on my part, I always confidered it as my 
particular honour. I found it too my great fup- 
port in the feafon of my misfortunes. Let me 
add, in farther claim to its continuance, that I 
have contraéted fince your abfence a great inti- 


** One of the prefent confuls, 
* Tribunes of the people. 
macy 
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macy with your relation Brutus". I promife 
myfelf much fatisfaction from the fociety of two 
fuch ingenious friends, as well as very high 
advantages from your united fervices: fuffer 
me not, I conjure you, to conceive this hope 
in vain. In the mean time, I beg to hear from 
you immediately: as J defire likewife you would 
write to me very frequently when you return to 
Rome, Farewel. 


LETTER IX. 


To Marcus Cozxrus, Curule-Adile, 


HE very worthy and learned Marcus 

Fabius' is a perfon with whom I am 
moft intimately conneéted. He ftrongly indeed 
engages my affection, not only by his fuperior 
genius and erudition, but by that uncomman 
modefty which adorns them. I intreat you there- 
fore to undertake his caufe with the fame 
warmth as if it were my own. J know you 
fine orators are fo much employed, that 4 man 


43 Brutus was at this time married to Junia the Sifter of 
Caffius, 

* This feems to be the Peee mentioned in the forego- 
jng letter: mm whof behalf Caffius had written to Cicero. 
The following epitle is likewife in favour of the fame 
friend,"ind upon the fame occafton. 


Ge4 mutt 
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A.U.703. muft have committed murder at, leaft, ere he 


He hg 


can hope that his affairs are of fignificancy 
enough to claim your affiftance. In the pre- 
fent inftance however, I will take no excufe: 
and if I have any fhare in your regard, you will 
give up all other bufinefs, when Fabius requires 
your fervices. 

The feverity of the winter has prevented 
my receiving any difpatches from Rome, a 
confiderable time. I am extremely impatient 
therefore to hear what is going forward amongft 
you: and particularly what my friend Ceelius is 
doing. Farewel. 


LETTER X. 


To Currivs Pepuc#anvs, Pretor *. 


Have long enjoyed an intimacy with Mar- 
cus Fabius, for whom I fincerely profefs the 
moft tender regard. I do not, however, defire 
to influence your judgment in the fuit which he 
has depending before you: as I am fure you 
will not depart from thofe rules of equity which 
your honour obliges you to obferve, and which 
* The prators were next in rank and power to the con- 


fels: and ther office fomewhat refembled that of our chief 
jaftices. See rem. 14. p. 363. of this vol, 


your 
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you prefcribed to yourfelf when you firft entered A.V. 76g. 
upon your office ?. My only requeft is (and ““““ 
it is a requeft 1 moft earneftly make) that you 

would allow him to wait upon you, and would 

favour his claim fo far as juftice is on his fide. 

In a word, let me you intreat to fhew him 

that my friendfhip can avail him even at this 
diftance. Farewel. 


LETTER XI. 
To Apprus PutcHer. 


Have at laft received a letter from you writ- 
] ten in a fpirit worthy of yourfelf: as it is 
conceived in terms full of a generous and ean- 
did friendfhip. It fhould feem indeed, that. the 
very view of Rome had an immediate effeé& 
upon your temper, and reftored you to the 
agreeable poffeffion of your ufual good humour 
and politenefs. I am fure at leaft, that the two 
complaining letters you wrote to me on your 
journey, ere you had left Afia, were fuch as I 
could not read without reluctance. I will own 


$ The feveral prators before they entered upon their of- 
fice, drew up a publifhed a fort of formulary which they 
intended to obferve in their refpeCtive adminiftrations of 
jultice: * Ref. Autig. Rom. Viis 700s 

too, 
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A.U. 703. too, that confcious of the inviolable attachment 
which I have ever preferved to your interefts, I 
could not forbear anfwering them with fome 
warmth. The letter indeed which you deli- 
vered to my freed-man Philotimus, left me no 
room to doubt that there were fome perfons in 
this province, who were no well-wifhers to our 
union. But I have the fatisfaction to find, that 
as foon as you came to Rome, or rather as foon 
as you were met by your friends and family, 
you were convinced of that warm and conftant 
teftimony I gave of my friendfhip and efteem 
for you upon all occafions during your abfence. 
You will eafily imagine then with how much 
pleafure I read your affurances, that if any in- 
cident fhould arife wherein my reputation may 
be concerned, you will endeavour to make me 
an equal return. And tho’ you doubt whether 
you fhall be able effectually to do fo; moft 
certainly there is no réafon to queftion it: for 
there is nothing, my friend, which a fincere 
and zealous affection is not capable of per- 
forming. 

Notwithftanding I was well perfuaded in my 
own judgment, and had received frequent affu- 
rances likewife by the letters of my friends, 
that you would undoubtedly be honoured with 
@ triumph ; yet it afforded me a fingular plea~ 

fure 
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fure to be confirmed ¢ in this perfuafion by your A.U. 709, 
own hand. Believe me however, J by no means 
rejoice in it from a felfifh Epicurean principle, 
and as it may probably facilitate my own pre- 
tenfions of the fame kind; but as taking a 
fincere and difinterefted fhare in every increafe 
of your dignities. I intreat you then, as you 
have more frequent opportunities of writing 
into this province than any other of my friends, 
that you would give me immediate notice as 
foon as you fhall have obtained the decree, which 
you have fo much reafon to expect, and which 
I fo unfejgnedly with you. If the tedious refo- 
lutions of the Jong bench, as our friend Pompey 
calls the fenate, fhould delay your hopes a few 
days, (and more than a few days they, furely, 
cannot delay them) be confident, however, that 
they will at length diftinguifh you with thofe 
honours which are fo juftly your due. Again 
therefore I conjure you as you give me your 
affection, or would preferve mine, to let me 
participate in the joy of this good news as early 
as poffible. 

To this requeft I will join another: and re- 
mind you of executing your promife of fending 


+ When Cicero wrote this epifile he had not received 
the lesser from Ceelius, wherein he gives him an account of 


Appius having dropped his petition for a triumph. See the 
eh letter of poplin 


me 
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AL.703. me fhe completion of your treatife on augury 5. 
hemyoit 1 afk this, not only as being defirous of in- 
forming myfelf in the rites and principles of 
the facred college ; but as I receive with un. 
common fatisfaction every mark of your favour, 
As to the requeft you made me on your part, of 
returning you a compliment in the fame kind; 
it is a point I muft well confider. For it 
would il] become an author whom you have fo 
often applauded for the pains * he beftows upon 


S See rem.t. p. 279. of this vol. 


§ « Ts ftrange to fee how differently the vanity of man. 
« kind runs, in diferent times and feafons. Tis at prefent 
« the beait of almoft every enterprizer in the mufés art, 
«« that by his genius alone, and a natural rapidity of file 
and thought, he is able to carry all before him; that 
he plays with his bufinefs, does things in paffing; at a 
« venture ; and in the quickeft period of time. In the 
“ days of Attic elegance, as works were then truly of 
another form and turn, fo workmen were of another hu- 
mour, and had their vamty of a quite contrary kind, 
‘They hecame rather affected in endeavouring to difcover 
the pains they had taken to be correct. They were glad 
* ow infinuate how laborioufly, and with what expence of 
time, they had brought the f{malleit work of theirs (as 
perhaps a fingle ode, or fatire, an oration, or panegyric) 
to its perfection. When they had fo polifhed their piece, 
and rendered it fo natural and eafy, that it feemed only 
alucky flight, a hit of thought, or flowing vein of hu- 
mour; they were then chiefly concerned teft it fhould in 
reality pais for fach, and thejr artifice remain undif- 
covered. They were willing ic fhould be known how 
ferious their play was ; and how elaborate their freedom 
* and facility; that they might fay as the agreeable and 
* polite pott, glancing on himéelf, 

« Ludentis fpectem dabit et torquebitur > —— 

Shafif, charad. 1. 233. 
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his compéfitions, to fuffer any crude and indi- A.U, yo¢ 
gefted performance to come forth from his 
hands: efpecially upon an occafion that would 
juftly expofe him to the cenfure, not only of 
being guilty of negligence, but of a moft un- 
grateful difrefpect. However, I may find fome 
opportunity perhaps, of fatisfying both you and 
myfelf upon this article. In the mean time, [ 
hope you will endeavour, in conformity to your 
promife, that a public thankfeiving of the moft 
diftinguifhed kind be decreed as foon’as pof- 
fible, on account of my late victories: and I 
am perfuaded you will act with that zeaf 
which is agreeable to your fincerity, and to 
the friendfhip which has long fubfifted be- 
twecn us. 1 was fomewhat later in my public 
difpatches for this purpofe, than I wifhed: and 
as they were delayed likewife by the diffi- 
culty of navigation at that feafon, they did nor, 
I {yppofe, arrive before the fenate was pro- 
rogued. It was the influence which your advice 
always has upon my judgment, that induced 
me to defer them: and I am fatisfied it was 
perfelly right not to acquaint the fenate of my 
being faluted with the title of Zmperator, till f 
had gained {till farther advantages by my arms, 
and entirely completed the campaign. I con- 
fidentty rely therefore upon the affiftance yoo 
have 
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‘AXJ,703. have promifed me : and recommend-t#your pro- 
Swmy~i! teCtion whatever elfe concerns either my affairs 
or my family. Farewel. 


LETTER XIi. 
To Marcus Coerrvs. 


OULD you imagine that I fhould ever 

be at a lofs for words? J do not mean 

of that chofen and elegant kind which are the 
privilege of you celebrated orators, but thofe of 
ordinary and common ule. Yet, ‘believe me, 4 
am utterly incapable of expreffing the follici- 
tude I feel concerning the refolurions that may 
be taken in the fenate in regard t0 the provin- 
ces. I am extremely impatient indeed to recurn 
to my friends at Rome: among which number 
you are principally in my thoughts. I will con- 
fefs likewife that I am quite fatiated of my go- 
yetnment, For in the firft place, I have more 
reafon to apprehend that fome reverfe of For- 
tune may deprive me of the glory I have here 
acquired, than to expect I fhall be able to raife 
it higher, And in the next place, I cannot but 
look upon the whole bufinefs of this {cene, as 
much inferior to my ftrength; which is both 
able and accuftomed to fupport » far moze im- 
portars 
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portant ‘vesight. I will acknowledge too, that 
I am uneafy in the expectation of a very ter- 
rible war 7 which is likely to be kindled in this 
part of the world: and which I may probably 
efcape, if I fhould obtain my difmiffion at the 
ftated time. 

I do not forget the panthers you defired; and 
have given my orders to the perfons ufually em- 
ployed in hunting them: but thefe animals are 
exceedingly fcarce with us. They take it fo un- 
kind, you muft know, that they fhould be the 
only creatures in my province for whom any 
fnares are laid, thac they have withdrawn them- 
felves from my government, and are marched 
into Caria. However the huntfmen, and par- 
ticularly honeft Patifchus, are making very 
diligent inquiry after their haunts; and all the 
game they can meet with, shall certainly be 
yours: but what the number will prove, is al- 
together uncertain, Be well affured, the honour 
of your AEdilefhip is much my care: and this 
day ‘particularly reminds me of it, as it is the 
feftival of the Megalefian games *. 


? With the Parthians. 

* The Megalefian games were under the conduit of the 
curule Aidiles, as well as thofe called the Romas. The 
earned Manutius therefore conjeétures, that the anniverfar 
of the former reminded Cicero of the panthers which Ce- 
lius requefted in order to grace thofe thews he was ta ex» 
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T hope you will fend me a minute Getail of 
our public affairs: as I have an entire depend 
ance on the accounts which are tranfmitted to 
me by your hand. Farewel. 


LETTER XIU. 


To Tarrmus, Proprator. 


OUR very generous treatment of Marcus 

Marcilius, the fon of my friend and in- 
terpreter °, is a moft obliging inftance, among 
many others, of the regard you pay to my re- 
sommendations. He came to me at Laodicea, 
and expreficd the higheft gratitude for the good 
offices you had conferred upon him at my re- 
queft. As you fee therefore that your favours 
are not beftowed upon thofe who are iffenfible 
of their value; I hope you will be the more in- 


hibit at the latter: which were celebrated with greater 
pomp and magnificence. The nature of the Roman games 
as already been explained in rem. 7. p. 354. of this 
vol. The Megalefian games were sattined in honour of 
the mother of the gods, and were focalled from Megalefia, 
({cil. © wees TrSs payaeAdns Gees) 2 temple in Phrygia, from 
whence the ftatue and worfhip of that goddefg was brought 
to Rome. <T'his feftival commenced on the 4th of Apri, 
and continued fix days. 


® The governors of provinces were prohibited from 
fing any other language than the Latin,‘in the functions 
of their miniftry: for which reafon they were always at- 
tended with interpreters. Fal. Max. ii. 2. ° 


chine” 


Book V. or CICERO. 465 


clined to continue them. I intreat you then to A.U.703. 
interpofe, as far as your hononr will permit, in ““~—™ 
preventing a profecution wherein the mother-in- 

law of this young man is likely to be involved. 

And tho’ { ftrongly recommended Marcilius to 

you in my former letter, yet 1t 1s with {till greater 

warmth that I do fo in this: as I have fince re- 

ceived very fingular, and indeed almoft incre- 

dible proofs of his father’s probity and fidelity 

during the many months he has been engaged 

in my fervice. Farewel. 


LETTER XIV. 


To the Same. 


HE report of a very confiderable war being 
kindled in Syria, 1s confirmed to me by 

daily expreffes. J take the liberty therefore, in 
confidence of our mutual friendfhip, to prefs 
you fo much the more ftrongly to difmifs my 
lieutenant Anncius as foon as poflible. His 
military abilities indeed will render his advice 
aad affiftance of fingular advantage in this con- 
juncture, both to myfelf and to the republic. 
Nothing could have induced him to leave me 
at this critical feafon, or, in. truth, have pres 
vailed, with me to ednfent to his abfence, but 
Vo... Hh an 
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A.U.703. an affair of the laft importance to his intereft. 
However, as I purpole to go into Cilicia * about 
the beginning of May, 1 is abfolutely neceffarf 

he fhould return before that time. 

I will take this opportunity of moft earneftly 
renewing the requeft I made to you in perfon, 
and which 1 afterwards repeated in a letter, 
that you would employ yeur good offices in fet- 
tling his conteft with the city of Sardis, agree- 
ably to the juitice of his caufe, and the dignity 
of his character. I had the pleafure when [ 
talked with you upon this fubjeét at Ephefus, 
to find you perfectly well difpofed to affift him 
upon his own account. Let me add, however, 
that your adjufting this affair to his fatisfaction, 
will be performing the moft acceptable fervice 
likewife to myfelf. I conjure you therefore to 
difpatch it with all poffible expedition. Fare- 
wel. 


3 Befides the province of Cilicia properly fo called, there 
were three other adjoming diftriéts annexed to Cicero’s go- 
vernment: in one of which he appears to have been at the 
time of wnung this letter. 
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LETTER XV. 


To Marcus Costus, Curule-Adile, 


OUR very agreeable letters vifit me but fel- A.U.703. 
dom: peihaps, by fome accident or other, “~~ 
they lofe their way. How full was the laft* 
which came to my hands, of the moft prudent 
and obliging advice! I had determined indeed 
to act in the manner you recommend: but it 
gives an additional ftrength to one’s rcfolu- 
tions, to find therm conformable to the fen- 
timents of fo faithful and fo judicious a 
fiiend. I have often affured you of my extreme 
aff.étion for Appius: and I had reafon to be- 
lieve, after our mutual reconcilement, that he 
entertained the fame favourable difpofition to+ 
wards me. For he diftinguifhed me in his con- 
fulate with great marks of honour and amity: and 
appeared willing upon all eccafions to gratify 
my requefts even in favour of others. I muft ap- 
peal to you (fince the droll Phania *, is, I think, 
no more) that | was not wantifg on my part in 
a fuitable return: and indeed he ftood fo much 


* The sth letter of this book. 
* A favourite freed-man of Appius, 
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the higher in my efteem, as I was fenfible of the 
affection he had conceived for you. Add to 
this, that I am, as you well know, wholly de- 
voted to Pompey, and tenderly attached alfo to 
Brutus ?, Can J then want a reafon of uniting 
myfelf with Appius, thus fupported as he is, by 
the moft powerful friends and alliances, and 
flourifhing in every other advantage that can be 
derived from affluent poffeffions in conjunétion 
with great abilities *! But befides thefe confide- 
rations, I muft mention hkewife the conneétion 
that fubfifts between us as members of the fame 
facred college, and the honour he has publicly 
paid me in his learned treatife concerning its 


3 That Cicero was wholly devoted to Pompey, cannot 
be doubted: but that he was fincere in this declarwuun 
with refpeé to Brutus, may well be queftioned. It appears 
indeed that they were neither of them perfectly frtisfid 
with each other at this time. and Cicero complains to 
Atticus of having received fome very haughty and dif- 
refpectful letters from Brutus, even when the latter was 
folliciting his good offices im favour of Appius. Nallas an- 
quam (fays he), ad me litteras mist Brutus, ne proxime quidem 
de Appto, in quibus non effet arrogans, anowaurnroy aliquid 
Plane parum cogitat, quid fertbat, aut ad quem. Ad Att. v1. 
3. vid. etiam vi 1. v. 21, See rem. 2. p. 379. of this vol. 

* Thefe were the true, and perhaps the only reafons 
which induced Cicero to endeavour to be upon good terms 
with Appius. For that he had a real affection for him, as 
he pretends in this epiftle, 1s by no means probable. On 
the contrary, in a letter to Atticus, he fpeaks of his dif- 
pofition towards Appius, in terms of much lower import; 
and difcovers at the fame time the principal motive that 
engaged him in his mntereft. Pro Appio nos bic oma fact- 
mus; honefie tamen, fed plane hbenter. Nec enm ipa mn odi- 
mus; et Pomperus mirifice a me contendit, Ad At. vis 2 
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inftitutions. I mark out thefe feveral circum~ A.U,703. 
{tances the more particularly, as your letter “~~ 
feemed to intimate a doubt in what manner I was 
inclined towards him. Thus leads me to fufpeé, 
that fome idle tale or other has been reported to 
the difadvantage of my fentiments refpecting Ap« 
pius: but be affured, whatever you have heard 
of that nature, is utterly falfe. I mutt confefs 
at the fame time, that his maxims and mine in 
the adminiftration of this province, have been 
fomewhat different: and it may from thence, 
perhaps, have been fuggefted, that I aéted coun- 
ter to his meafures more from a fpirit of op- 
pofition, than from any real difagreement of 
principles. But believe me, I have never faid 
or done the leaft thing throughout the whole 
courfe of my government, with a view of preju- 
dicing his reputation. And now that my friend 
Dolabella has fo rafhly attacked him, I am ex- 
erting all my good offices to diffipate the rifing 
{torm with which he is threatened. 

You mentioned {omething of a lethargic in- 
activity that had feifed the republic. I rejoiced 
no doubt, to hear that you were in a ftate of fuch 
profound tranquility, as well as that our {pirited 
friend § was fo much infected with this gene- 
ral indolence, as not to be in a humour of dif- 

5 Carlo. 


Hh 3 turbing 


470 THe LETTERS Boos V, 


A.U.703. turbing it. But the laft paragraph of your letter, 

tym which was written, I obferved, with your own 
hand, changed the fcene, and fomewhat indeed 
difcompofed me. Is Curio really then become a 
convert to Cefar? But extraordinary as this event 
may appear to others; believe me 1t is agreeable 
to what I always fufpected. Good gods! how do 
I long to laugh with you at the ridiculous farce 
which is ating in your part of the world ? 

I have finifhed my juridical circuit: and not 
only fettled the finances of the feveral cities 
upon a more advantageous bafis, but ‘fecured ta 
the farmers of the revenues the arrears due on 
their former agrcements, without the leaft com- 
plaint frem'any of the parties concerned. In 
fhort, I have given entire fatisfaction to all or- 
ders and degrees of men in this province. I 
propofe therefore to fet out for Cilicia ° on the 
7th of May: from whence, after having jufl 
looked upon the troops in their fummer canton- 
ment, and fettled fome affairs relating to the 
army, I intend, agreeably to the decree of the 
fenate for that purpofe, to fet forward to Rome. 
I am extremely impatient indeed co return to 
my friends: but particularly to you, whom I 
much wifh to fee in the admimiftration of your 
fédilehip. Farewel. 


> See rem. * p. 466. ef this vol. 
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LETTER XVI. 
To Quintus TuHermus, Proprator, 


T is with great pleafuic I perceive that my A.U.703. 
fervices to Rhodo and others of your friends, “~~ 
as well as thofe likewife which I have performed 
to yourfelf, prove acceptable to a man of your 
grateful difpofition. Be affured you will find me 
ft.ll more and more defirous of advancing your 
credit and :eputation: though I muft add that 
the lenity and juftice of your government feem 
already to have raifed them as high as poffible. 
The more I icfieé&t upon your affairs (and 
they are the daily fubje&t of my thoughts) the 
more I am confirmed in that advice I commu- 
nicated to you by Anifte. Iam well perfuaded 
indeed that you will draw upon yourfelf very 
powerful enemies, if you fhould put any fight 
upon a young nobleman of your queftor’s rank 
and intereft. And a flight it will undoubtedly 
be, if you fhould not at your departure commit 
the adminiftration of the province to his hands: 
as there is n6 other perfon to whom you can 
truft it, of fuperior quality. But abftraéted from 
all -“€nfiderations of this kind; he has an un- 
Hh, queftion- 


472 THe LETTERS Boox V. 


AU.793. queftionable right as your quzttor to be preferred 
to any of your lieutenants: whofe blamelefs and 
worthy condu& however, I muft at the fame 
time in juftice acknowledge. I am perfeétly 
fenfible that you have nothing to fear from the 
refentment of any man. I could wifh neverthe- 
lefs, that you would not incur the difpleafure, 
and efpecially with juft reafon, of three fuch 
diftinguifhed perfons as your quaftor and his 
brothers. For they are all of them men of fome 
eloquence as well as great fpirit: to which [ muft 
add, that I am perfuaded they will fucceffively be 
tribunes of the people ° during the three next 
following years. “Now who can tell what turn 
public affairs may take? For my own part F 
think there is much appearance of great commo- 
tions arifing in the commonwealth. I fhould be 
forry therefore, that you fhould render yourfelf 
obnoxious to fo formidable a power as the tribu- 
nitial: efpecially fince you may eafily avoid it, 
without offending any perfon, by juftly prefer- 
ring your quaitor to your lieutenants. And 
fhould his condu&t as your vice gerent in the 
province, prove worthy of his glorious anceftors, 
as I hope and believe: it will reflect, in fome 


® Pighius with great probability conje€tures, from the 
deenratauee here mentioned compared with other paffages 
im Cicero’s writings, that Caius Antonius, fecond .\ other 
to Mark Antony, was quxitor to Thermus. Pight iunsa/. 
anno, 703. 

degree, 
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degree, an honour upon yourfelf. But on the A.U.703, 
contrary, fhould he deviate.from their illuftrious 
examples; the whole difcredit will fall fingly 
upon his own character, without involving yours 
in any part of the reproach. 

I am this moment fetting out for Cilicia‘: fo 
that I have only time to write thefe loofe hints 
juft as they occur. I thought it incumbent 
upon me however to fend you my general fen. 
uments of a point, wherein your intereft is fo 
nearly concerned. May the gods give fuccefs 
to whatever you fhall determine! Bur if my 
advice has any weight, you will avoid raifing 
to yourfelf unneceffary enemies, and prudently 
confult your future repofe. Farewel. 


© See rem, 3, p. 466. of this vol. 
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LETTER XVII. 
To C. Tirius Rurus, Fretor. 


UCIUS Cuftidius is not only of the 
fame tribe’ and corporation * with myfelf, 
but is likewife my particular frienc. As he has 
a caufe which he purpofes to bring before you, 
I recommend his in‘eicft to your protection: 
but no farther however, than is- confiftent wth 
your honour and my own goed manners. All 
J requcft therefore 1s, that you would allow 
freely to wait upon you as often as he shall 
have occafion; that you would comply with lis 
defires as far as they fhall appear equitable ; 
and in a woid, that you would convince hin 
that my friendfhip can effeQually aval even at 
this diftance. Farewel. 


7 Romulus divided his crtivens into three tribes, each of 
which were fubdivided into ten curiz, or wards. 'Thefi tribes 
were in after-tumes giadually increafed, tll they amounted 
to the number of thirty-Ave, 


* The corporate or municipal towns were thofe which 
were allowed to govern themfclves by their own Jaws erd 
conititutions, ard at the fame time were honoured with 
the privileges of Roman citizens. Cicero was a native of 
one of thefe corporations, called Arpinum. fituated in a 
diftiét of Italy, which now makes part of the kingdom of 


Naples. 


Book V. or CICERO. 475 


LETTER XVIII, 


To Sizyivs, 


ILL you not think that lam employed A.U. 704 

in a very wnneceffary office, when I 
take upon me to recommend a man to your 
friendfhip, who alieady, I know, enjoys that 
privilege? Let it be a proof however, that I 
am with paffion, as well as efteem, devoted to 
his intereft. I moft earneftly intreat you then 
to convince Egnatius by the good effeéts whiclt 
this letter thal] produce in his favour, both of 
your affection for me, and of mine for him, 
And he affured your compliance with this re- 
queft, will be the moft agrecable of all the many 
and great inftances ] have recwived of your dif. 
pofition to oblige me. 

The pleafing hopes I entertained of public 
affairs, are now totally vanifhed. However, 
whilft we with things were better, let us fupporg 
ourfelves with the trite confolation, that we 
mutt fubmit to what cannot be remedied, But 
this is a fubject I will referve to our meeting, 
In the mean time, Continue to give me your 
friendfhip: and be well perfuaded of mine, 


Farewel. 


LE T. 
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LETTER XIX, 


To Pusrivs Casivs. 


fA-U.703. ] Moft earneftly recommend to your favour my 
very intimate friend Publius Meffienus, a 
Roman knight, who is diftinguifhed by every 
valuable endowment. I intreat you by the 
double ties of that arnity which I enjoy with 
you and your father, to protect him both in his 
fame and his fortunes. Be affured you will by 
this means conciliate the affection of a man 
highly deferving of your friendfhip, as well 
as confer a moft acceptable obligation upon 
myfelf. Farewel. 


LETTER XxX. 
To the Magiftrates of Freciiia ?. 


F my connections wich Quintus Hippius were 
not of the ftrongeft and moft amicable kind, 
I fhould not depart from the rule I have laid 
down to myfelf, of not troubling you with my 
applications. This maxim, you wil tear me 
witnefs, I have hitherto ftridtly obferved: tho’ 


9 Itis fuppofed to be the fame town which is now called 
Caperaro in the Campagna ai Roma. 


vos 
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I was ever perfuaded at the fame time, that A.U.703. 
there is nothing you would refufe to my requeft. “"~—~ 
However, I now moft earneftly intreat your 
gencrofity in behalf of my friend’s fon, and that 

you would do me the honour to fhew fo much 

regard to my inclinations as to enfranchize the 

eftate he has purchafed of vour corporation. [ 

fhall efteem your compliance with this requeft as 

avery fingular favour. Farewel. 


AWN 
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